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                  JOY IN THE MORNING!        

   Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound; they shall walk,  

   O Lord, in the light of thy countenance (Psalm 89:15 KJV). 
 

 

Greetings Dear Friends in Christ,  

 Just as the angel told the women at the tomb, and we have had the JOY of echoing repeated times 

in this past Lenten season, HE HAS RISEN INDEED, JUST AS HE SAID!     

 Lent was 46 days this year, carrying us from February 17
th

 through March into a glorious, dew-

drenched first Sabbath in April, that traditional, chilly sunrise service.                                                                                                                                           

 Lenten Penitence for me, fortunate enough to share weekly soup suppers and virtual Services on a 

giant new smart screen with fellow believers, was exceptionally meaningful in terms of deep & personal 

reflections across the spectrum of my entire life. Our Pastor's recent "deep dive” into the Book of Job, 

which Luther describes as "written for our comfort", has also reinforced my thoughts. Comfort, we say? 

This IS a great Old Testament saga that brings to life in painful details... that all people sin and that God's 

justice is not like human justice; that misfortune is allowed by God, even in the lives of the righteous. It 

was a fascinating, thought-provoking journey right up to the tomb and crucifixion. When we are pointed 

to the cross, it is through that we also see the Resurrection.     

            Every week, by Sunday service end, on our tiny computer screen, I was given to reflect with deep 

sighs and fresh inhalations: that the trials we have and are enduring of some/any dimension, especially 

these past thirteen months of life, have been permitted by God for our good, or for the good of others.                                                

 Staring at His suffering on that cross for us has been a restorative reflection on the magnitude of 

our faith in His Mercy for us....Can you imagine life without that faith, promise, hope and blessed 

assurance?  And the heritage, brought down through the centuries, tongues and translations, sung out loud 

over this Easter season, of the joyful sound: "blessed assurance."   ** We know that joyful sound, and we 

walk that walk in His countenance and the Light. JUST AS HE SAID!                                                                                                                        

 SO, here we are, launched into an explosion of blossoms, birds, milder weather, and challenging 

opportunities to "re-fit to the modicum of state mandates," our traditional spring women's events. DO get 

your Spring Rally going please! Host smaller groups and be Christ-centered in the pure JOY of being 

together once more. Be bold laying plans for smaller, home-church events, as a butterfly emerging from 

Covid-cocoons. I believe we often need to pay attention to getting ourselves out of the challenges of 

isolation, as soon as we are able. One way we can do that is by coordinating some mini-group events. 

Looking forward to something is half the battle. I skated through the past seven months by refusing to 

start my day with sunrise "newscasts." Studies prove 88% of people starting their day with good news & 

song, were more likely to have a good day! Blessed are we then, to know that Joyful sound. . .               

           JUST AS HE SAID!     

                   Yours in the Risen Lord! 

                   Pat Reck, Leader Development                                                                                                                                                                       

   


