
CHRISTIAN LIFE NOTES 

 
 
 
Peace on Earth 
 
A few weeks ago, I spent the afternoon making cards to send to friends and 
family members just to let them know I was thinking about them.  I’m not 
sure what moved me to put on Christmas music, I am one of those people 
who think Christmas should start after Thanksgiving, including the music.  
But I popped my Casting Crowns “Peace on Earth” CD into my player and 
started to sing Christmas music as I worked. 
 
The song entitled “Peace on Earth” is my favorite song on this CD.  It is the 
words to an old familiar carol “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day” which 
was written by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow as a poem in 1863 entitled 
“Christmas Bells.”   
 
As the story goes, Longfellow was depressed and in despair.  His wife had 
died suddenly in a domestic fire 3 years earlier.  The fire left his face 
permanently scared. He then received word that his son had been wounded 
in the Civil War, a war that was a long battle. This is when he starts to write 
the poem. 
  
At some point while writing the poem, Longfellow hears church bells pealing 
in the town.  The bells are ringing in the good news of Christmas.  It is at this 
point that Longfellow’s demeanor changes.  He ends his writing in hope. 
 

“Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: 

"God is not dead, nor doth He sleep; 

The Wrong shall fail, 

The Right prevail, 

With peace on earth, good-will to men.” 

This year has brought many challenges to all of us.  It has not been an easy 
year, and for some, a truly difficult one.   
 
Are you hearing the church bells pealing the good news of Christmas?  Are 
you feeling the hope that springs with the birth of the newborn Christ? Are 
you rejoicing with the angels and proclaiming the good news? 
 
Are you like the drummer boy who can only offer a song to play?  Or are you 
like the 3 kings bringing your finest gifts to the baby? 
 
And how about those pesky, smelly shepherds?  Are you ready to leave 
things behind to follow a star? 
 
Embrace the joy of Christmas!  Declare the glory of the baby!  Sing from the 
mountain tops and bring yourself to Him this season. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
“For unto you is born this day in the 

city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord.” Luke 2:11 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Merry Christmas, 

 
The Christian Life Committee 
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