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Reviving UP the Engine! 
 
What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me – practice these things, and the God of 

peace will be with you.  (Philippians 4:9) 
 

Just fresh from the LWML Assembly of Leaders “Follow the Leader,” my head is full of energized and en-
couraging ways of engaging and equipping the LWML Oregon District.   
 In the presentation, “Change is Good…You Go First,” Dr. John Reeb shared 
thought-provoking ways of how change affects the world today.  One particular sec-
tion was a question – “Which is easier to steer -- A car parked beside the road or a 
car moving on the road?”  Of course, it was agreed that a moving car was easier to 
steer.   

 There are many times in one’s life that it is simply too hard to 
get an engine started let alone move!  No energy, stuck in neutral, 
or maybe life is in overdrive with too many commitments.  God, 
through His Word, leads to confidence in “jump starting” a body in 
neutral.  In Joshua 29:11 For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans 

for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. The good news is that whatever today’s des-
tination, no wheels need to be stuck.  God has the day all planned.  The course may not be easy or what 

was planned, but in John 10:3-4 To him the gatekeeper opens.  The sheep hear 
his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.  When he 
has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for 
they know his voice.  
 Wherever you serve, be the vessel that our Lord will fill - your minds, your 
hearts and your life to hear many things, some new and some that have been 
with us for many years.  When you begin to doubt your abilities, Lord, remind us 
that it is not our leadership that we seek, but Your leadership that we follow. 
 Let’s get the engine of sharing and serving HIM on the road.  What is the 
road our Lord leading you to today?    
 It is with joy that we serve our Lord.  I give thanks to our Lord and the 
leaders of the LWML.  What a great God we serve! 
 

In Praise to the Lord, 
Carmen Nagel 

LWML Oregon District President 
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We have received Memorial Gifts in Loving Memory 
of: 

Robyn Reck Fichter 
and Ellie Scholz 

in appreciation for a job well done by the 
Willamette Zone for our District Convention in July 

(private donor) 
 

Once again, the Oregon District Special Gifts Fund 
is a great way to remember or honor a loved one, a 
special birthday or event, and to give a helping hand to 
our young women who are serving or preparing to 

serve in our congregations and 
churches. 
 

Gifts can be mailed to the Oregon 
Dist. LWML Financial Secretary 
 P.O. Box 2918 
 Oregon City, OR  97045 

Submitted by Donna Boyd 

Scholarship Awards for the School Year 2018-19 
 
The Deadline to apply for a scholarship is February 1, 
2019!  Application forms can be downloaded on the Oregon 
District  LWML website.   
 Do you know of someone who is taking classes to 
prepare for serving in our LCMS schools or churches!  This 
can also be for training for young women already serving 
who are taking special classes to upgrade their skills.   
 The Special Gifts Fund of the Oregon District 
LWML has  been giving scholarships since 2008 to young 
women in our District, and we will be awarding at least one 
in the Spring.  Please pass the word on to your young 
women in your congregations and encourage them to ap-
ply. 
 
 

Attention Young Women!  
 
I had the privilege to attend the LWML 37th Biennial Convention in Albuquerque, NM as a YWR 
(Young women Representative). It was a wonderful experience!  
 

As a YWR at the National Convention, you have the privilege to sit with our LWML Oregon Dis-
trict President Carmen Nagel and the Oregon District Delegates during the convention. You learn how the business as-
pects of LWML work, and you hear speakers from some of the ministries that we support through the Mission Grants. 
You have an opportunity to meet other young women and develop relationships with them. You also have an opportunity 
to meet many more LWML women who are welcoming and encouraging.   

 

The LWML 38th Biennial Convention is in Mobile, AL, June 20-23, 2019. The theme is: In Praise to the 
LORD! The theme comes from 1 Chronicles 16:23-24a: Sing to the LORD, all the earth! Tell of His salvation 
from day to day. Declare His glory among the nations. 
 

We are looking for 1 or 2 young women between the ages of 21-35 who are interested in learning more about LWML 
and are willing to commit themselves to working with other LWML women in the future. Some duties may include: being 
a part of the LWML society at your church, working with the Young Women Committee and me to lead events and/or 
teach other young women about LWML, speaking at LWML Rallies within the Oregon District sometime after the LWML 
National Convention, and attending the LWML Board of Directors meetings possibly two or three times a year. The Dis-
trict may send two YWRs if funds are available. 
 

The vision of the Oregon District LWML Young Women’s Committee is to encourage young women and teens to grow in 
their faith and share the Gospel through active involvement in all ministries of the LWML.  Our goals include:  
• Help strengthen their relationship with the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
• Provide mentoring in their faith walk. 
• Encourage balance in their life commitments (spiritually and physically). 
• Help them identify and use their specific gifts and talents. 
• Assist them in actively seeking opportunities to be involved within their society, zone, district, and/or national  
• Reach out and recruit other young women and teens to become involved and participate in LWML activities. 

YWR Continued on Page 5 
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Oregon District web 
address is 

lwmlor.org 
Check it out!!  If you have 
comments or questions,  
contact: 

Carol Reis 
Vice President of Communications 

ckr112@wvi.com 
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JOY 

On the Advent Sunday of JOY...we, as a 
district, welcomed Pastor Ted Will, of 
Vancouver, Washington, who has said 
"YES" to serving as the Jr. Counselor of 
the LWML Oregon District.  May Pastor 
Will's service to the district be filled with 
JOY and love.  Thanks be to God for 
Pastor Will. 

 
 
In early November I had the privilege of attending the LWML 
Assembly of Leaders training in St.Louis, Missouri.  Pastor 
Gary, Carmen, Carol Reis and I spent several days working 
on the plans for the direction our District would take over the 
next year or two.   
 Our Friday morning Bible study was on John 10:11.  
We spent time thinking about "Who is our Leader?"  There 
are many times in our lives when we hear the voice of Jesus 
calling us.  Sometimes the call is very clear and the path is 
made known to us immediately.  Other times, we run when 
we hear Christ calling.  "Not me."  "Not this time Lord." "I can't 
do that Lord." "Why are you calling me?"  "Are you sure you 
have the right person?"   
 I jotted down a few notes during the Bible study.  
Here is what I captured that morning in my journal: 
"The focus is always on the Lord and where He leads us."  
"Always have your focus on Christ."  "Walking together, grow-
ing together we follow the Leader as we lead in the LWML." 
"Looking not to ourselves but to Him."   
 Are you hearing the voice of Jesus calling you?  Are 
you ready to focus and follow Him as the Leader?  Are you 
ready to stop focusing only on yourself and focus on Christ?   
John 10:11 says "I am the good shepherd.  The good shep-
herd lays down his life for the sheep."  Verse 14 tell us "I am 
the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know 
me." 
 So where are you headed today?  What path is it that 
you're taking?  Are you following Christ as your leader?  Or 
maybe at this time in your life, He is not 
leading you.  Maybe at this time He is carry-
ing you on the path.  
Song: I Just Wanna Be a Sheep 
"I just wanna be a sheep....baa baa baa baa 
I just wanna be a sheep....baa baa baa baa 
I pray the Lord my soul to keep, 
I just wanna be a sheep...baa baa baa baa." 
 

May Christ be your Focus, your Center and your Leader in all 
that you do. 

Abundant Blessings, 
Deb Weaver, VP Christian Life 

Leaders following our Leader and Lord...  
Deb Weaver, Carol Reis, Carmen Nagel, Pastor 
Gary Krumdieck, Char Kroemer 

Christian Life Committee 
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“In all things God works 
for the good of those 
who love Him…” 
       even when it doesn’t 
feel like it.  Isn’t God 
good!!!! 
              (Romans 8:28) 
  
Have you ever considered visiting your spiritual 
homeland, the birthplace of Christianity?  I, Pastor 
Dennis Bohren, will be hosting my 6th trip to the Holy 
Land in March, 2020.  Why do I do this?  Because I 
have come to see this as a true ministry.  What an 
opportunity to visit Bethlehem, Nazareth, the Sea of 
Galilee, Capernaum, and Jerusalem, places where 
our Savior Jesus was born, crucified, and raised for 
our eternal benefit!  I have seen travelers’ lives 
changed, their faith deepened, and their spiritual en-
ergy enriched in huge ways. 
  
What I believe makes this trip special is that after do-
ing this several times now, I have customized this 
tour to include not only the major sights of the Holy 
Land, but also some special stops that are often not 
part of a normal tour.  Plus, we will be offering an op-
tional side trip to Jordan with Petra (the ancient, gor-
geous red sandstone carved city) and Nebo (where 
God at the end of the Exodus led Moses to overlook 
the promised land).  Plus, this one-of-a-kind tour 
means that we will have our own bus and guide all to 
ourselves, not having to share with another group or 
groups. 
  
If you want this once-in-a-lifetime, faith-building, Bible
-come-alive experience, I urge you to begin praying 
about joining this amazing mountain-top opportuni-
ty.  Please call or text me at 503-460-7733 or email 
me at dennis.bohren@comcast.net for a bro-
chure.  Or go on line to myfaithjourneys.com (our 
travel company), and insert our Group Number 
20006. .  
  
You will not regret joining us in March, 2020, for the trip of 
a lifetime! 

Pastor Dennis Bohren 

Moving!  Yuck!  As I get 
older I do not look forward 
to doing this activity for my-
self or someone else.  But 
this past week that is exact-
ly where I found myself.  My 
youngest daughter was 
moving into her new apartment and a dad's duty 
is called upon.  As I moved boxes with great diffi-
culty and pushed and pulled furniture all around, 
the words of Paul came into my mind.   "Bear one 
another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of 
Christ."  Galatians 6:2.   
 
We are called to bear each other's burdens.  Bur-
dens are not supposed to be easy.  If they were 
easy we would do them ourselves.  But they are 
hard.  We cannot bear them alone.  We need help 
from each other and from Christ.  Bearing bur-
dens come in all sizes and shapes.  But whatever 
they look like Christ calls us to carry them.    
 
As I think about the recent conference in St. Lou-
is, the Oregon District has decided as a goal for 
the district to help each woman fulfill the law of 
Christ.  What is the law of Christ?  To love each 
other.  Part of that love involves bearing each oth-
ers burdens.   

 
Christ bore our burdens.  He took our 
burdens and put them upon himself 
as he was dying on the cross with 
our burdens dripping in blood upon 
him.  A burden that we have no un-
derstanding of.  A burden that goes 
beyond our human understanding.    
 

As the district introduces, models, and encour-
ages each woman in the district to bear each oth-
ers burdens, develop relationships, and love each 
other, they will all be fulfilling the law of 
Christ:  Love each other!  
 

In His love and joy, 
Pastor Gary 

LWML 38th  
Biennial Convention 

 

June 20-23, 2019 
Mobile, Alabama 

 

Theme:  “In Praise to the 
LORD!” 

 

Scripture Verse:  Sing to the LORD, all the earth! Tell of 
his salvation from day to day.  Declare his glory among 
the nations (1 Chronicles 16:23-24a). 
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Zone  

News 

Mission Service Activity of the Month 
January 2019:  

Sharing Jesus’ Love in Action –  
Every Life is Precious 

 

For you formed 
my inward parts; 

you knitted me 
together in my 

mother's womb. I 
praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully 

made. Wonderful are your works; my soul 
knows it very well (Psalm 139:13-14). 

January is the month in which we celebrate Sanc-
tity of Human Life Day. In 2019 that date falls on 
Sunday, January 20. It is appropriate then, that we 
should focus this month’s activities around the 
sanctity of human life.  
 
The thought of unplanned parenthood can be terri-
fying. This month make a pledge to reach out to at 
least one person who may be grieving over an 
aborted child or who is facing an unplanned preg-
nancy. There are many resources available to ei-
ther help you educate yourself or to provide guid-
ance and comfort to someone who is suffer-
ing.  For more information, go to  
http://www.lwml.org/mission-service-activities 
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LHM Course: Stress and Worry in the Life 
of a Christian 

We face many challenges in our lives, such as family 
and finance issues, and a daily calendar full of com-
mitments. All of these can cause worry and stress. 
 

Lutheran Hour Ministries offers the course Stress and 
Worry in the Life of a Christian. In this course you will 
find the assurance of how our Heavenly Father com-
forts and cares for us through our challenges. Partici-
pants will be equipped to look to Him for strength and 
wisdom and will also develop the skills of Christian 
support to reach out to others. 
 

Sign up is free to access the course along with the 
Lutheran Hour Ministries full learning library.  To log 
in, go to https://www.lhm.org/learn/  and click 
on Stress and Worry in the Life of a Christian.  The 
course includes downloadable documents, a discus-
sion guide, audio and video recordings, journal 
prompts, and interactive activities. After completing 
the quiz, a certificate of achievement will be awarded. 
There is even a helpful video to aid in using the sys-
tem.  The course is self-paced and available on any 
digital device. 
 

Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for to-
morrow will be anxious for itself (Matt 6:34). 

YWR Continued from Page 2 
 
The deadline to apply for the YWR position is February 1, 
2019. From the applications received, the LWML Oregon 
District Board of Directors will select the YWR(s) for Mobile 
at the February 2019 Board of Directors meeting. Applica-
tions can be found at www.lwmlor.org/young-women-and-
teens. 
 
Please mail your applications to:  

Nicole Knutson  
V.P. Special Focus Ministries 

2142 NE McDonald Ln 
McMinnville, OR 97128 

 
If you have any questions, you may contact me via email at 
tennisqn2000@gmail.com or call/text cell# 509-995-3391.  
 
Your Albuquerque YWR & V.P. of Special Focus Ministries,  

Nicole Knutson  
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Carrying out the Vision!    
The Southern Oregon Zone started carrying out our OR Dis-
trict LWML vision* in a Big way, by inviting Rev. Philemon 
Ngare, our convention speaker/preacher, to be their guest 
speaker, focusing on Bethesda Lutheran Communities and 
Bethesda Auxiliary’s ministries at the October Fall Rally.  
What a wonderful day it was, as more people were able to 
hear of Jesus’ love being shared in Word and Deed with 
people living with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  
Opportunity was given for everyone to be part of these min-
istries by bringing items needed in the group homes and apart-
ments, as well as contributing Christmas mugs, cocoa packets, 
mini-marshmallows, tissue packs and other items to be put to-
gether with ribbons and bows for Christmas gifts for the people 
Bethesda supports and the staff that cares for them. Praise the 
Lord.  
 Everyone also enjoyed shopping at Bethesda Auxilia-
ry’s traveling gift table for homemade goodies, handmade gifts, 
and sampling specialty items like Pastor George’s fruit cordials. 
 On Sunday, Pastor Ngare was the speaker at Faith 
Lutheran Church in Rogue River and he inspired all the mem-
bers with his message from God’s Word.  Blythe Tovrea ar-
ranged for this Bethesda Sunday and she and Hugh hosted Pastor Ngare. Frances Strite hosted Rev. George and Terry 
Putnam. Thank you, Pastor Goeglein and your congregation, for this joy-filled Sunday and your support of Bethesda and 
Bethesda Auxiliary.   
 
*  One of the ideas our visioning committee presented to the OR District LWML Board, was to encourage continuing con-
vention themes and sharing the inspiration of guest speakers and the Bible studies with all our OR District LWML mem-
bers. This happened at the Southern Zone Rally.  All were blessed.  
 Another goal is to keep our members informed of ministries being blessed by the Lord here in our Oregon LWML 
district, and of ways in which they can be involved through prayer, volunteering, in-gatherings, and donations.  Lutheran 
Latino Ministries, Bethesda Lutheran Communities and Bethesda Auxiliary are examples of these ministries.   
 If each Zone would invite a speaker(s) from one of these ministries to be the focus of their Zone rally every 3-4 
years, we would all be abreast of the mission work the Lord is promoting and leading right here in our midst.  Let’s join 
Jesus on His mission in prayer and in action. Remember, we are all missionaries for Jesus. 
May our Lord bless each of us as we serve the Lord with gladness. 
Terry Putnam – Planner, Vision Committee Chair 

Bethesda Sunday, Faith, Rogue River 

Southern Zone Rally, St. John, Eagle Point 

Publication Date—April 1, 2019 
 

PLEASE Send articles & photos to: 
Carole Pletz 

lwml.or.leaguer@gmail.com 

 

— March 1, 2019 —  

Mite Offerings Received (as of November 30, 2018) 
Mission Goal for 2017-2019 Biennium:  

 $2,085,000.00 

Amount Received:   

 $1,547,807.85 

Total Mites Still Needed:   

 $ 527,192.15 
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God’s Word Bearing Fruit in Belize 
This past October Pastor George and I and our long-
time friends, Hank and Donna Stream of Zion, Cor-
vallis, had the joy of worshipping with Missionary 
Pastor Duane and Elizabeth Meissner and their four 
children. The small, but growing congregation of 
about 30 young adults and children worship on the 
covered patio of the home of Missionaries Herb and 
Markie Burch outside the capital city of Belmopan. 
Elizabeth picks up a van load of people, and Pastor 
Meissner brings a group in a pickup. While the 
Burches were on furlough, they had invited us to 
come and stay at their home, to enjoy this beautiful 

country and learn more about the mission work that God is expanding.  
 The jungle, with the Belize River in the background, served as our sanctu-
ary.  The traditional Lutheran service, with holy communion, and Pastor Meiss-
ner’s wonderful message was a blessing to everyone.  It was also a special occa-
sion as Vicar Benjamin Flores of Bolivia was installed. He will be mentored by the 
two pastors, and will be starting a congregation in the small, coastal village of Riv-
ersdale, where there is not a Christian church.  Most of the people rely on public 
transportation, so having a ministry right in their midst will be a special blessing.  
Vicar Flores’ wife, Karina is from Norway, and spoke good English, so we enjoyed 
visiting with her and the other ladies. 
 Services and outreach continue in the coastal town of Seine Bight, where 
a small lot is being prepared for the construction of a pre-fabricated 3-bedroom 
type home to serve as the church building for worship, classes, and as an office.  
At the present time, Pastor Meissner works out of his home.  It is about a two-hour 
trip from Belmopan where the pastors and their families live to the coastal area.  
Pastor Meissner has made many contacts there, and they continue to have a con-
firmation class and worship.  
 The Lord has provided another open door in the city of Orange Walk, 
northwest of Belize City.  A gentleman involved in a radio ministry is anxious to 
have worship services started in that area. Pastors Meissner and Burch are thank-
ful for this opportunity. 
 Having opportunity to visit with the Meissners when they invited us for 
dinner was a special blessing.  Donna and I offered to make spaghetti and Eliza-
beth made a wonderful green salad and had French bread, so we spent a delight-
ful evening getting better acquainted with this busy family, playing games with 
their children, and hearing about the ministry in the various locations, the chal-
lenges and joys. 
 Elizabeth has started a community women’s Bible study, with friends she 
met at the children’s school.  This continues to be a blessing for her to have close 
friendships around God’s Word. 
 Please continue to keep God’s ministry in Belize in your prayers, asking 
Him to use the Meissner, Burch, and Flores families to share His Word and Jesus’ 
love with all the people He brings into their lives.  Maybe we OR LWMLers can go 
on a mission trip there, in the future.    Thank you for your prayers for these serv-
ants.            Terry Putnam 
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P.S.  Pastor Meissner and his family will be on furlough in the Fall of 2019, and will be visiting in Oregon.  He would be 
delighted to be invited to speak at a Fall Zone Rally, and possibly at a congregation in the same area the next day 
(Sunday).  Please pray about this and contact him at: duane.meissner@lcmsintl.org  There website is: 
www.ChristInBelize.com 
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FUTURE DATES 
 

Zone Rallies: 
Emerald Zone—April 27 
Interstate Zone—April 6 

Juniper Zone— 
Mt. Hood Zone— 

Myrtlewood Zone—April 6 
Pacific Zone—March 2 
Southern Zone—May 4 

West Hills Zone—April 6, Grace, Scappoose 
Willamette Zone—March 23 

 
LWML OR District BOD Meeting—February 22-23, 2019— 

Faith, Rogue River 
LWML 38th Biennial Convention — June 20-23, 2019 —  

Mobile, Alabama 
LWML OR District Retreat and BOD Meeting— September  

20-22, 2019—Macleay Conference & Retreat Center 

OFFICER CONTACT INFORMATION 
President—Carmen Nagel 
Email:  cknorlwml@aol.com 

Vice President of Christian Life—Debbie Weaver 
Email:  boodsmom@centurytel.net 

Vice President of Gospel Outreach—Elizabeth Bier 
Email:  ebier@comcast.net 

Vice President of Special Focus Ministries— 
Nicole Knudson 

Email:  tennisqn2000@gmail.com 
Vice President of Servant Resources—Lisa Ballard 

Email:  lisa.ballard.2011@gmail.com  
Vice President of Communication—Carol Reis 

Email:  ckr112@wvi.com  
Recording Secretary—Char Kroemer 

Email:  kroemer2@frontier.com 
Financial Secretary—Connie Adams 

Email:  cadamspdx@yahoo.com 
Treasurer—Debra Schlueter 
Email:  dachlu49@msn.com 

Pastoral Counselor-Senior—Rev. Gary Krumdieck 
Email:  gkrumdieck@gmail.com 

Pastoral Counselor-Junior—Pastor Ted Will 
Email:  twilljr@gmail.com 

Mission Statement 
 

The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
is to assist each woman of The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod in affirming her relationship with the Triune God so that 
she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people of the world. 
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Prayer Chain 
Email! 

lwml.or.prayerchain@ 

gmail.com 
 

Blessings on your day, 
Naomi Brown 
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 Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
Invites you to the 

38th Biennial Convention 
Thursday, June 20—Sunday, June 23, 2019 

Mobile Convention Center | Mobile, Alabama 
“In Praise to the Lord” 

The convention theme is based on the Scripture verse, 
Sing to the Lord, all the earth! Tell of his salvation from day to day. 

Declare his glory among the nations (1 Chronicles 16:23-24a). 

Convention Goal 
Led by God’s power, we praise and proclaim  

the Lord among all the nations. 

Convention Objectives 
• Sing and rejoice in celebration of His Word. 
• Tell of His salvation for all. 
• Declare His glory among the nations. 
• Go forth in His joy! 

 

Convention Logo Explanation 

 www.lwml.org 

To declare His glory among the nations is the heart of who we are as 
Lutheran Women in Mission. Guided by the Holy Spirit and God’s  

marvelous works, we will be equipped in 2019 at Mobile, Alabama, to 
tell of His salvation from day to day. The Cross and the Heart mark the 

work of Christ Jesus to all the Earth and lead us In 
Praise to the Lord. 

Registration Information is in the Winter, 2019, Quarterly,  
or online at 

http://www.lwml.org/2019-convention 
 

Early Discounted Registration begins February 1. 
Housing Reservations opened January 2. 

(hotel weblinks available online—see above) 

MOBILE BOUND — NOW is the 
time to make your plans to attend 
the 38th Biennial LWML Conven-
tion in Mobile, Alabama, June 20–
23, 2019. Join your LWML sisters 
“In Praise to the LORD,” the con-
vention theme based on 1 Chroni-
cles 16:23–24a. Attendees will re-
joice in the convention goal, “Led 
by God’s power, as we praise and 
proclaim the Lord among all na-
tions.”  
 
MOBILE BOUND — Convention 
objectives will encourage, “Singing 
and rejoicing in the celebration of 
His Word,” “Telling of His salvation 
for all,” “Declaring His glory among 
the nations,” and “Going forth in 
His joy”! Declaring His glory 
among the nations is the heart of 
who we are as Lutheran Women 
in Mission. Guided by the Holy 
Spirit and God’s marvelous works, 
we will be equipped in 2019, to tell 
of His salvation from day to day.  
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