
CHRISTIAN LIFE NOTES 

 
 
 
 

Serve the Lord with Gladness 

Several months ago, I had the opportunity to share with a new friend what 
LWML is about and what it means to me (and I hope could mean to her).  
 
I started with our most visible “tool” the mite box. When I said mite box to 
her it meant “might box” as in what MIGHT be done. I told her it was a 
“MIGHTY mite box” when the small coins (or dollars or checks) are put 
together to accomplish all the MIGHTY work that is done! I love to talk about 
the mite box and all the places in the world our money goes to tell the world 
about our MIGHTY God! 
 
I then told her about our LWML motto: “Serve the Lord with Gladness” 
Psalm 100:2. Later I was thinking about what our motto means to me. 
 
TO SERVE: with hands, head and heart in a way that will give our MIGHTY 
God glory and honor. Yes, that means our mite boxes but so much more! 
Service, as an offering to God, is not work rather it is a joyful and liberating 
experience. To serve with our hands – get dirty or even blistered while 
helping others (rake their yard, clean their home, care for their children, or 
send a greeting card for encouragement) or in these days of “stay home, 
stay healthy” it may mean to serve the Lord with gladness … from home.  
 
That may be a bit more of a challenge. The Postal service still works (don’t 
you just love getting a card in the snail mail!). And a phone call – “how are 
you doing today?” or even organize one of the popular drive-by parades. 
Depending on which version of scripture you choose it may read “SERVE the 
Lord with gladness” or “WORSHIP the Lord with gladness”. To serve or 
worship is used as a verb of love and love means action.  
 
Okay, we’ve talked a bit about serve, but how about the LORD?  
 
THE LORD: The One and only; there is none other in heaven or on earth. 
With humility and joy we can strive to focus our service to the Lord. What 
better way to serve the Lord than to pray to Him! Ask for His help in our 
service. Get to know Him better! In our LWML Quarterly we have wonderful 
Bible studies either to use for your personal growth or to share with a group. 
Use these! The LORD: when I looked up this phrase in my electronic 
concordance, it appears 5,981 times in the KJV. This leaves no question 
about our Lord whom we love and serve!  
 
Serve the Lord with GLADNESS. Not as in “oh, I must do this” but as in “by 
doing this I get to serve my Lord with joy that comes from the heart!” I love 
the word “joy” and in almost anything I do I strive to find joy. But what 
greater service is there than to serve the Lord with the deepest joy – 
gladness that comes from the heart.  

 
 
 
Other words we can use to express  
gladness might include rejoicing, or  
with cheerfulness, singing, praising, 
happiness! And the list goes on! 
 
My challenge during this stay at home 
time has been to find ways to live our 
LWML motto: “Serve the Lord with 
gladness – even from home.” My prayer 
for you is that you will find GLADNESS in 
your SERVICE to THE LORD in as many 
ways as you can! 
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“Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your 
spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.”       
Romans 12:11 
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