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Cavities and Comfort 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction, so that 

we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort 

with which we ourselves are comforted by God.” 

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 (ESV) 

I was seven years old and had just found out 

I had three dental cavities. I dreaded having 

to tell my father.  

Daddy was first-generation Swedish-

American, stoic and disciplined. He was 

larger than life to me. With chin quivering 

and tears in my eyes, fearing his 

disappointment and presumed discipline, I 

told him. 

My father knelt to my level and opened his 

mouth wide. “Look in there,” he said. “See 

all that gold? I have had more cavities than 

you can count.” He wrapped his arms 

around me. Instead of disappointment or 

scolding, there was compassion and 

comfort. Still the cavities required fillings, 

and there were reminders to brush my 

teeth. However, I’ll never forget the comfort 

my father gave me by literally “opening up” 

and showing me his weakness. 

In Christ we are known completely, every 

weakness, every sin, every disappointment. 

When Jesus, the Living Word, took on 

human flesh in the Incarnation, He took on 

our weaknesses and carried our sins and 

sorrows, ultimately to the Cross.  

Out of His pure love for us, Jesus does more 

than understand. He paid the price for our 

sin on the Cross. He got the “fillings” for us. 

The consequence for our sins is death, 

eternal separation from God, and eternal 

damnation. But in His great and merciful 

love for us, Christ removed that 

consequence from us, by doing for us what 

we are unable to do for ourselves. Jesus, 

God’s own Son, did everything we were 
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supposed to do and refrained from doing 

everything we were not supposed to do. On 

the Cross, Jesus was crucified, suffering and 

dying for my sins and yours. Three days 

later, God raised Him from the dead! Jesus’ 

sacrifice for our sin was enough!  

Now, through our baptism into Christ, we 

live in Him. Our suffering isn’t punishment 

from God, for our punishment was wrought 

in Christ. In Christ, our suffering 

strengthens our faith as we trust God’s love 

for us regardless of the circumstances. In 

Christ, we walk alongside others who suffer 

in this veil of tears as we have suffered. We 

are Christ’s hands of mercy and face of 

compassion to a suffering world. The 

comfort we receive in Christ, we freely give 

to others. 

Heavenly Father, thank You for sending 

Jesus to dwell with us, to know our frame, 

and to save us through faith in Him. Amen. 

 

Yours with love and peace in Christ, 

Deaconess Intern Lisa  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seminary Update 

This month I am writing you from my dorm 

room on the campus of Concordia 

Theological Seminary in Ft. Wayne, IN. The 

accommodations are neat and clean and 

warm. The professors and classes are 

engaging, and I’m learning so much already. 

In the morning, six deaconess students and 

myself leave the dorm at 7 o’clock to attend 

Morning Prayer before going to breakfast, 

then we are off to our Psalms class taught by 

Dr. Jeffrey Pulse. Class is from 8:15 to 9:55 

a.m. when we go to Chapel. (Chapel is live 

streamed and then archived and is available 

on CTSFW.edu if you are interested in 

watching!) Then it’s back to class until 

noon. After lunch we have class from 1-4 

p.m. with Pastor Peter Brock teaching us 

Theological Ethics. We have lively 

discussions in this class! Then it’s back to 

the dorm until dinner, followed by evenings 

of studying.  

Thank you for the great privilege of studying 

at the Seminary! I am humbled and grateful 

beyond words for this opportunity to learn 

and grow in faith. Thank you for your 

financial gifts and faithful prayers! 

Prayers 

+ Pastors as they faithfully preach the Word 

and administer the Sacraments while taking 

care of us. May their service bring them joy 

and may the Lord cover them with peace. 

+The hurting, that they would be comforted 

by the Lord and have someone to walk with 

them 

+The sick, that they may rest and have their 

strength renewed and regain health, Lord 

willing 

+Those who suffer with memory problems, 

that they may be cared for with 

lovingkindness, that their families may be 

sustained, and that the faith of all may 

remain strong 


