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Oh give thanks to the 
Lord, for He is good, for 
His steadfast love 
endures forever! 
Psalm 107:1 ESV 
 
Love, Thanksgiving, and 
Service 
 
November is the month we focus on 
Thanksgiving celebrations. Families and 
friends gather together. Recipes and menus 
are planned with precision. Maybe all the 
food stays the same as it has for a 
generation or more. Maybe there are new 
members of the family who add their 
favorite dishes to the table. Doors are 
opened; friends are welcomed! Laughter 
and good times together ensue! Prayers of 
thanksgiving ascend to God for His 
bountiful love and goodness to us in Jesus. 
 

November also holds Veterans’ Day as an 
important holiday. On Veterans’ Day we 
remember and are thankful for all who have 
served in the military. We recognize and 
honor the men and women who gave of 
themselves in service to and love of their 
country. Perhaps they served in combat, far 
from home, or in an office setting making 
sure supplies reached those in need of them. 
Every service was important for the good of 
the whole. 
 
In giving His life for us, Jesus served us to 
the end. Through His agonizing suffering 
and bloody death on the cross, Jesus 
rescued us from our enemies: sin, death, 
and the power of the devil. Jesus lovingly 
stayed on the cross, enduring the shame of 
nakedness, mockery, and torture, to save us 
and the whole world from the ultimate 
consequence of our sins. Through faith in 
Jesus, we are made free. He took our place 
of punishment for sin, and He gave us 
forgiveness of sin, eternal life, and freedom. 
Why? Because “His steadfast love 
endures forever!”  
 
Our thanksgiving flows in response to God’s 
love for us. In love, God richly and 
graciously provides for all our needs of body 
and soul. Martin Luther neatly explains our 
bodily needs as “daily bread” in the 
“Explanation of the Fourth Petition of the 
Lord’s Prayer” in the Small Catechism, 
“What is meant by daily bread? Daily 
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bread includes … food, drink, clothing, 
shoes, house, home, land, animals, money, 
goods, a devout husband or wife, devout 
children, devout workers, devout and 
faithful rulers, good government, good 
weather, peace, health, self-control, good 
reputation, good friends, faithful 
neighbors, and the like.” One of our 
confirmands explained “and the like” as 
“and there’s more!” 
 
Jesus told His disciples that the greatest is 
the one who serves. Indeed, Jesus is the One 
who serves us. (Luke 22:27) Jesus welcomes 
us to the banquet and serves us in His body 
and blood in the bread and the wine of the 
Lord’s Supper. We rejoice and gather 
together at the Table! Our hearts are full of 
thanksgiving! 
 
A great big “Thank you!” to all Veterans who 
served our country!  
 
May the Lord bless you all this Thanksgiving 
Day in His Love and Peace! 
 
“Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is 
good, for his steadfast love endures 
forever!” 
Psalm 107:1 (ESV) 
 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Lisa Mai 
 
Deaconess Intern 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seminary Update 
 
This week I completed my class about the 
Gospel of Luke. What a wonderful class! 
Next, I will study “Diakonia and the Church 
in the Modern Era” with Dr. Lawrence Rast, 
the President of Concordia Theological 
Seminary. Looking ahead, it will involve 
much reading and will certainly be an 
engaging course! Prayers for me to 
concentrate and remain alert in my reading 
will be greatly appreciated. 
 
Many, many thanks to you for your prayers 
and support for me in my studies and 
internship! There are times when the work 
seems overwhelming, then God strengthens 
me and encourages me. Thank you for your 
partnership with me! 
 
Prayers 
 
+ Thanksgiving for pastors for shepherding 
the flock and for all who serve the Lord in 
love and faithfulness 
 
+ Thanksgiving for our Veterans:  May the 
Lord bless them, and where there are 
wounds, heal them, help them, and provide 
for them. 
 
+ Fellowship for the shut-ins and lonely in 
our congregations and communities 
 
+ Comfort for the grieving and sick among 
us, especially during the holidays 
  
 
 


