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The tennis player steps up to the back line. She proclaims the score, “Thirty-love 
...SERVICE,” and the ball is put into play. “Love” in tennis, represents a score of 
zero. Merriam-Webster explains that this player is playing for ‘love’ of the game.  

In LWML, love and service have a different meaning. First, we are motivated by 
God’s love for us, and our responding love for Him. We love the people of the world 
and long to bring them to the knowledge of Jesus Christ. We love our LWML sisters; 
what a great bunch of ladies. Just like the shout of the tennis player, after love 
comes service. That’s where action begins, motivated by love.  

“Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?” For from him 
and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. 
Amen. I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern 
what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect (Romans 
11:35-12:2). 

I like how the lwmlor.org website calls the district officers and committee members, 
District Servants. We serve the Lord with gladness to give Him praise and bless the 
women in our district.  

Structure Committee serves the servants. We seek to manage documents that direct 
and explain the purpose and activities of the Oregon District LWML. The Oregon 
District Bylaws, Procedure Manual, and Standing Rules is our main focus. Each has 
its own set of governance and process for approval. It may sound dry, but we view 
our jobs as having our ‘finger on the pulse’ of the district. We serve up the ideas of 
our servant leaders that expand or clarify our ruling documents and then present 
them for vote when needed.  

Now back to the tennis analogy, and Love and Service. 1 Corinthians 13 teaches us 
that a person without love (God’s kind of love) is nothing (tennis kind of love) and 
she gain nothing (game lost). As Christian women, we step up to the tennis line of 
life, God sees our score and directs us in His love, and we express our thanks and 
praise with service. Game...Set...Match! 
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