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{a Poem} A TRUE FRIEND IS...                                                                                                                                                                 

A Listener, Defender, my Prayer & Cry Partner ~                                                                                                                                                
Trusting, Accepting, Dependable, Hands-on! ~                                                                                                                                      
Available, Honest, Concerned, Understanding ~                                                                                                                       

Comforting, Uplifting. Faithful, and Strong!                                                                                                                                                 
A Listener, a Teacher, my Mentor, Respectful ~                                                                                                                                      

Practicing "follow-through action."                                                                                                                                                                               
No judgment !  No wrong!      

 

The above poem came out of the mid-October Juniper Zone Rally in John Day, where we chose to focus on 

being thankful for our sisterhood of long-time women in the LWML. Some of us were seated next to women 

we had 40-50 year-long friendships with! What a Gift.                                                                                             

The virtues and qualities of a deep and abiding relationship stand at the core of our identifying our "besties."   In 

study time then, we were asked to ponder belonging to a secure, support, sincere, and socially-involved 

sisterhood, as we compiled a long chart of words as they popped into our minds, called:                                     

Virtues & Qualities of our best friends.  Now, read the poem again.  

       

 I simply took those 22 key words and turned it into the poem'. Then during a buzz session, in one- on- 

one  groups, loud and giggly at times, we were able to share how amazed we were that the same ties that bind 

us, that we long for and depend on, are the same qualities and strong cords to the Trinity, our deep and abiding 

relation as children to the Father.                                                                                                                     

 He is All of the Above, and more, as told us by the psalmist.                                                                                   

No judgment, no wrong, just Love, Compassion, Forgiveness.                                                                                                                                

What a Gift. What a Friend we have in Jesus! 

* * * * * * * *  

 

  I hope and trust in the weeks that have flown by since Fall Gatherings of your Zones, you've had time to 

reflect on the faces   laughter, speakers   prayer concerns, the sorrows   celebrations that our moments 

with God reinforce, with ardent & heartfelt prayer.                                                                                         

 

 That we all band together in the upcoming, busy months in our  "follow through action, " to pray 

earnestly for our "geographically-challenged Oregon District" as we  move on to meet our 2020 Biennial 

Mission Goal, share our Jesus with our annual LWML Sunday Services,  and that, as Congregations, we 

continue to focus on the presence of our united women, Serving the Lord with such enormous gratitude,                               

graciousness,   gracefulness, as only women can do. ☺                                                                                               

SO GREAT IS OUR LOVE   

                                                            And for that, my "Team Karen & Carol" are so grateful.                                                                                                                          

                                            Thankful for the Gift of Friends                                                                                    

               Pat Reck, Chair, Leader Development                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

  Friendships are a Gift from God 

 The Old Testament contains numerous testimonies of the love 

and merciful loving-kindness of God, as found in  Psalm 103:8-12 . 
 The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, 
abounding in love. He will not always accuse nor will he harbor his 
anger forever; he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us 
according to our iniquities.                                                                                                     
 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his 
love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far 
has he removed our transgressions from us. 

 


