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Christmas, Cats, and the 
Second Adam 
 
1 Corinthians 15:45, 47, 49 

 

Thus it is written, “The first man 

Adam became a living being”; the 

last Adam became a life-giving 

spirit…The first man was from the 

earth, a man of dust; the second man 

is from heaven…Just as we have borne 

the image of the man of dust, we shall 

also bear the image of the man of 

heaven. (ESV) 

 
Joy and Peace in Christ Jesus! 

 
Just the other day my sister sent me a photo of 

Christmas trees and bright decorations on display 

at Costco. Mind you, it was still September! 

Then, in my current course at the Seminary about 

the Gospel of Luke, I studied the “Infancy 

Narratives.” Baby Jesus! The angels and the 

shepherds! The timing just seemed out of place. 

 

Ah, but that’s my sense of timing. God’s timing 

is perfect, and He always seems to give me the 

word I need at the right time. You see, a month 

ago, I had to put down one of my cats. The sorrow 

was great, so much more than I ever expected. 

This pet was my “study-buddy” that kept me 

company while I worked and generally followed 

me everywhere. I began this Fall Quarter without 

my buddy.  

 

I listened to a lecture by Professor Adam Koontz 

about the second chapter of Luke. “And she gave 

birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no place for them in the inn.” 

(Luke 2:7 ESV) In the lecture, he said that Mary’s 

birthing was not actually that unusual. We know 

the story as Joseph anxiously knocking on doors 

because the weary travelers just arrived in 

Bethlehem and now Mary has gone into labor. 

However, Scripture does not say they had just 

arrived. Scripture also refers to an inn, but not an 

inn (hotel) like we understand, rather it was the 

“guest room,” the upper room of a house, that was 

not available. In homes in Bethlehem, the 

livestock animals were very valuable to a family, 

and as such were often kept on the first level of 

the house. Mary may have given birth to Jesus in 

the lower level of the house with the animals. 

Scripture is silent as to the type of dwelling, only 

that there was a manger, an animal’s food trough.  
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Then comes my real surprise! Prof. Koontz 

pointed out how natural it was that Jesus was 

born among the animals. Before God created 

Adam in the Garden, God created the animals. 

Then He placed Adam in the perfect world, 

among the animals! The Second Adam, Jesus, 

came into the world among the animals too! Truly 

Jesus is the Second Adam, putting right 

everything that went wrong from the first Adam, 

onward.  Joy of joys! God’s Word and plans are 

perfect! They all hold together! 

 

Suddenly, it made sense why losing my pet was 

such a big deal. We were made to be with 

animals, from the very beginning. Jesus, Himself, 

was born among them, even sleeping in their 

manger. God gave me peace about my loss, and 

about His compassion for us in all our trials. How 

thankful I am that Jesus came to make all things 

right, to bring in the New Creation through His 

perfect life and sacrificial death on the Cross for 

the forgiveness of all our sins.  Praise be to God 

for His great love for us shown in Jesus! 

 

I am still not ready for Christmas in the Fall, but 

I rejoice in God’s perfect plan and perfect timing, 

and for the New Creation and eternal life in Christ 

Jesus, the Second Adam! 

 

With hope that there will be animals in Heaven, 

and in the love and peace of Christ, 

 

Lisa 

 

Deaconess Intern 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seminary Update 

 

Fall Quarter is well underway! My class on the 

Gospel of Luke is half over. Learning in depth 

about Jesus through Luke’s Gospel is exciting 

and life giving. We are using the Concordia 

Commentary: Luke by Arthur Just, (St. Louis: 

Concordia Pub. House, 1996) as our main text 

along with the Bible. It is a very readable and in-

depth commentary. My Practicum class is 

currently focusing on the dynamics of the church 

congregation as a family.  

 

Thank you for your continued support for me 

through your prayers, love, and financial support. 

I am blessed by your generosity in Christ beyond 

words! Thank you so much!! 

 

Prayers, Trusting in God’s Will: 

 

+ For all pastors and their families, for balance 

and joy in their work and families 

+ For those who are in trials or temptations that 

their faith would be strengthened 

+ For those who grieve the loss of a loved one that 

they would be comforted 

+ For those who are sick or lonely that they would 

be restored to health and know the abiding 

presence of Christ 

 

 

 


