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Let’s SING! 

Sing praises to God, sing praises!  Sing praises to our King, sing praises! (Psalm 47:6) 

We sang our way through Advent with familiar hymns as “Savior of the Nations,” “Prepare the Royal High-

way,” and “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.”  On Christmas, we entered with “O Little Town of Bethlehem” and 

“Away in a Manger.”  We sang “Angels We Have Heard on High” and “Joy to the World” 

proclaiming the Lord is come! 

Have you ever been asked “What is your favorite song?  Do you have a favorite hymn?”  

My standard answer is “ALL!”  It would be difficult to choose a favorite as it depends on 

the day of the week and time of the day.  The Lutheran Service Book is filled with rich, 

familiar and comforting hymns.  Take a look at the bottom of the page to see the text au-

thors and who wrote the tune.  There are some dating back to the 1500’s and earlier.   

 Singing, according to Webster’s Dictionary, is “to relate or celebrate something in 

verse." Throughout the Scriptures, references to “sing” all point to the Lord, giving Him all 

honor and glory.  There is not enough space in The Leaguer to share the many scriptures 

I read, but here are a few: 

Sing praise to the LORD, you His godly ones, And give thanks to His holy name.  (Psalm 30:4) 

Sing to the LORD a new song; Sing to the LORD, all the earth. Sing to the LORD, 

bless His name; Proclaim good tidings of His salvation from day to day. (Psalm 

96:1-2) 

But let all who take refuge in You be glad, Let them ever sing for joy; And may 

You shelter them, That those who love Your name may exult in You. (Psalm 5:11) 

 I have heard people say, “I can’t carry a tune in a bucket.”  God may not have 

given you a perfect voice to sing in perfect pitch, but He 

did give a perfect SON who came to earth for you and 

me.  What will be the song you sing today?  Ask God to 

lead you to a song and/or scripture to place on your heart every day.  The melody 

He will give will strengthen and guide you in the tasks before you.   

As I write this, “O Sing to the Lord, O sing God a new song” (Hymn 808 - LSB ) is 

playing in my head.  I want to sing to the Lord, for God is the Lord! I want to dance 

and shout, for Jesus is Lord!   May the Lord bless you as you sing His praises today 

and throughout this new year. 

Carmen Nagel 

LWML Oregon District President 

Sing to the Lord, all the earth! Tell of his salvation from day to day.  Declare his  

glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples!                         

(1 Chronicles 16:23-24) 
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Mite Boxes 
Mite Boxes have changed in color 

and design over the years, but what 

has never changed is the dedication 

of freely given offerings for the purpose of reaching 

out to others with the Good News of Jesus Christ. Dis-

tricts still retain 75% of mite offerings for the work of 

the LWML at that level. National mites fund over $1 

million in mission grants.  

SPECIAL GIFTS FUND 
 

Memorial Gifts or In Honor Of Gifts — 

may be sent to:  

        Oregon District LWML Financial              

 Secretary 

        P.O Box 2918 

        Oregon City, OR  97045 

 
Oregon District LWML SPECIAL GIFTS FUND Is 

granting two (2) Scholarships to students qualifying for 

aid this school year 2019-2020. 

 Information and forms are available on the 

District Website: www.orlwml.org 

 Deadline to apply is: FEBRUARY 1, 2020. 

 

Donna Boyd, Chairman 

Special Gifts Fund 
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Thank you for supporting missions that by the grace of God will share Jesus' 

love at home and around the world!  

Thanks to everyone who              

participated in our 2019 Giving 

Tuesday   challenge!   

Because of you, approximately 

$36,012.56 was given for mission 

work this Giving Tuesday! 

This means LWML, through your 

generous gifts, met the matching 

amount of $20,000 made possible 

by two generous donations. 

That brings the total to $56,012.56 

given to support the 2019-2021 

LWML Mission Goal. 

You are making a difference in a changing world! 

LAMP has been providing spir-

itual witness and nurturing 

faith in communities in remote 

areas of northern Canada since 

1970 through the ministry of 

pastor/ missionary/pilots, and 

short and long-term volunteers

-in-mission. Each year over 

5,000 children, youth and 

adults are impacted by the 

ministry of LAMP.  

To learn more, go to https://

www.lampministry.org/#/  

Your Mite Offerings Have Made an Impact! 

http://www.orlwml.org/
https://www.lampministry.org/#/
https://www.lampministry.org/#/
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It’s January 2020 and time 

for a New Year’s resolu-

tion. Many of us may have 

already made our New 

Year’s resolution, but 

there’s no rule about how 

many we can make, or 

what date we have to 

make them by. Resolutions offer an opportunity to 

look back at the things that went well and/or not so 

well in the previous year, so we can commit to making 

changes in the future. Resolutions are about making a 

commitment. Many times our resolutions focus on 

health issues; like losing weight, exercising more, 

quitting smoking. What about making goals and reso-

lutions concerning our Christian faith? It seems like 

those would be good resolutions to make too.  
 

As I was preparing for the Thanksgiving and Christ-

mas Holidays this last year I found my energy and 

motivation waning. Something was missing. I felt like I 

was doing the same things over and over each year, 

but not keeping the same joy, exuberance, and peace 

that had been present in previous years. How could 

that be? I love being with family and giving thanks for 

all the gifts God gives to us throughout the year. And 

Advent and Christmas, well what could you not love 

about the birth of our Savior and Christ, who brings us 

eternal salvation? But after more than 60 years of cel-

ebrating them, I began feeling like I needed a new at-

titude or a fresh way to take them in.  
 

So as I look to the New Year, the year 2020, I want to 

develop some goals or resolutions about keeping my 

Bible studies, devotional times, church life and Chris-

tian life in general, more alive and present - not giving 

anything up that has helped in the past, but with a 

new perspective. I need something to “pump me up!” I 

want the joy, exuberance, and peace I have enjoyed 

in the past.  

 

The Lutheran Women in Mission, LWML, have 

many activities going on. At the last retreat we 

learned various ways to approach Bible Study. 

Maybe we need to try to include some of these 

changes, if we haven’t already? God connected 

us to prayer partners at that event and my partner 

has been amazing and has 

spiritually supported me. 

LWML is just full of Chris-

tian minded people with 

strong and “fresh” faiths.  
 

According to “FACTY Health” an on-line website, 

less than half of the people who make resolutions 

maintain them through June. So, we can look at it 

and say that at least it helps a lot of people for the 

first six months. And we can look at it and say, 

“What happens after six months…?” Do people 

need something around that time to “pump them 

up?” Christ is the ultimate resolution. Putting Him 

before all else will keep us focused in 2020. 
 

The 2020 LWML Oregon District Convention is 

June 26 to the 28th, at the Macleay Retreat Cen-

ter. (That is coincidentally six months after the 

New Year).  The theme this year is:  SING! TELL!

DECLARE! The scripture verses come from         

1 Chronicles 16: 23-24 

Sing to the Lord, all the earth!  

Tell of his salvation from day to day.  

Declare his glory among the nations,  

his marvelous works among all peoples!  

Talk about something to look forward to; and 

something to keep things fresh and new; talk 

about something to “pump you up.” It’s an oppor-

tunity to be inspired and it fits right in with a New 

Year’s resolution. I hope you make it your New 

Year’s resolution to attend the LWML district con-

ference; June 26-28, at the Macleay Retreat Cen-

ter. 

Sue Larsen, 

Christian Life Committee Co-chair 

 

— March 1, 2020 —  

Publication Date—April 1, 2020 
 

PLEASE Send articles & photos to: 

Carole Pletz 

lwml.or.leaguer@gmail.com 
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Oregon District:   

http://www.lwmlor.org  

LWML:   

http://www.lwml.org/home 

OR Leaguer/Summer 2019                   Page 4 OR Leaguer/Fall 2019                   Page 4 OR Leaguer/Winter 2020                   Page 4 

2021 LWML Convention Theme 

“Running the Race . . . Looking to Jesus” 

It is based on Scripture verses from the book of 

Hebrews: Therefore, since we are surrounded by 

so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 

aside every weight, and sin which clings so close-

ly, and let us run with endurance the race that is 

set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and 

perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set 

before him endured the cross, despising the 

shame, and is seated at the right hand of the 

throne of God (Hebrews 12:1-2). 
 

The convention logo was designed by LWML 

Graphic Team Member Cheryl Rackov of Dickin-

son, North Dakota.  She incorporated the shape 

of the last letter of the Greek alphabet, Omega, 

and refers to this Scripture pasage : “I am the Al-

pha and Omega, the first and the last, the begin-

ning and the end” (Revelation 22:13). 

The symbol is shaped like a horseshoe, which is ap-

propriate, as horses are a large part of the Kentucky 

culture.  Ancient Greeks awarded horseshoe-shaped 

laurel wreaths to victors of competitions.  In this logo, 

the laurel wreath symbolizes our victory in Christ.  The 

banner was a method of announcing an official procla-

mation.  This banner proclaims that we are “Running 

the Race . . . Looking to Jesus.” 
 

The LWML Convention will be held Thursday, June 

24, through Sunday, June 27, 2021, at the Rupp Are-

na in Lexington, Kentucky.   
 

The goal statement of the convention is “Looking to 

Jesus, we run the race set before us and proclaim the 

joy of the Lord.”  Convention attendees will focus on 

Jesus through God’s Word and Sacrament, joyfully 

celebrate our salvation with song and prayer, and 

serve our neighbors through witness and mission. 

To be on the mailing list  

to receive Leader         

Development’s Monthly 
 

HUG-IN-A-MUG 
 

Please contact: 

Pat Reck 

pgmsreck@bendnet.com 

Hymn: “As With Gladness Men of Old,” LSB 397, LW 75— In this hymn, we sing in the first 

verse, “As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold. As with joy they hailed its 

light, leading onward beaming bright.” This is the star that led the wise men from the East to 

look for the one who was born King of the Jews. In Matthew 2:2b we read: For we saw his 

star when it rose and have come to worship him.  
 

According to Funk & Wagnall’s New International Dictionary the word “Epiphany” means “a 

festival, observed on January 6, commemorating the manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles, represented by the Magi.” 

We know that the wise men followed a star for as long as two years from the time they first saw it in the east, a bright 

light that God had provided to guide them, which led them to our Savior and King.  
 

Prayer: Dear Father in heaven, thank You for sending Your Son into the world as both True Man and True God. Please 

open our eyes to see that Light of Jesus and continue to seek to know Him and serve Him. Help us to keep Epiphany 

foremost in our hearts and minds so that others will see this Light and come to know Jesus as their Savior. In Your 

Son’s most precious name we pray. Amen.  
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Let your light shine before others, so that they may 

see your good works and give glory to your Father 

who is in heaven (Matthew 5:16). 
 

The purpose of the Leadership Development Com-

mittee is to support and encourage present and fu-

ture leaders as they discover their unique God-given 

gifts and so participate in a meaningful and encourag-

ing servant leadership role. 

The Influence of a Leader 
 

Leaders are people that others depend 

on to get things done.  As a leader, we 

influence those around us by how we 

handle ourselves for the purpose of 

building meaningful and positive rela-

tionships.  
 

Leaders: 

• Purposefully seek out someone and acknowledge 

their accomplishment. 

• Take responsibility, seeing that the task at hand is 

completed. 

• Acknowledge when a mistake is made and do their 

best to correct it. 

• Are receptive to learning from those they lead. 

• Remain steadfast in the midst of unpredictable cir-

cumstances. 

• Consider the unique talents in the people around 

them and how they can best be utilized. 

• Are resilient and continue to move forward as a 

righteous leader. 

For the righteous fails seven times and rises 

again (Proverbs 24:16a). 

Heart to Heart Sisters 
 

The purpose of the Heart to 

Heart Sisters Committee is to: 
 

Motivate, equip, challenge, and 

provide mentoring opportunities 

within the LWML for women of 

diverse ethnic groups to serve 

the church, participate in LWML, witness to the world, 

and grow in relationships. 
 

Produce and facilitate the Heart to Heart Sisters Dis-

trict Leaders program for the LWML Convention. 
 

Provide resources to facilitate the Heart to Heart Sis-

ters District program. 
 

The LWML recognizes there are gifted multicultural 

women serving with joy and passion in many multicul-

tural ministries throughout The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod. 

The purpose of the  

Committee on Young Women is to: 
 

Produce and facilitate the Young Woman Representa-

tive (YWR) program for the LWML Convention. 

Energize and mentor younger women to connect and 

grow in relationships as sisters in Christ. 

Equip and encourage young women to become more 

involved in their congregation and the mission of the 

LWML. 
 

Our Objectives 
 

Educate and inspire young women to strengthen their 

relationship with their Savior Jesus Christ. 

Establish a positive, joyful, and educational experi-

ence for the YWRs at the 2019 LWML Convention in 

Mobile, Alabama. 

Encourage districts to continue incorporating their 

Young Women in Mission in local and district events. 

Provide ideas for YOUth in mission activities that en-

compass multiple generations. 
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“Sing! Tell! Declare!”   

I Chronicles 16:23-24 

 

Excitement is building with-

in our Visioning Committee 

(Anita Eller, Pastor Gary, 

Pastor Ted, and myself) as 

we pray for the Lord to give 

us the vision of how to best 

present and carry out our 

2020 convention theme of 

“Sing! Tell! Declare!”   
 

President Carmen has asked us to have the convention 

goal and three objectives ready in early January, so we 

have been praying and then sharing insights, “visions,” 

supplementary passages of God’s Word, songs and ac-

tivities that the Lord has been giving us.  With these, we 

pray to truly make this convention one that will inspire 

and motivate, equip and enable, encouraging all at-

tendees to daily and intentionally sing, tell and declare 

what the Lord has done for us and all people.   
 

Think how many souls the Holy Spirit could bring to sal-

vation if each of we convention attendees share the 

Gospel message with one person, praying and telling 

them that Jesus’ loves and forgives them, as the Holy 

Spirit gives us words and works faith in their heart.  The 

Lord still does “marvelous/miraculous” deeds.  Let’s be 

ready to see these and praise and thank Him. 

Do you know these songs to sing to the Lord?  “Bright in 

the Corner Where You Are!” or “All God’s Creatures 

Have a Place in the Choir”? 
 

How do you tell of His salvation, day to day?  What, per-

sonally do you have to tell about? What His salvation 

means to you?  And who do you tell? 

Declaring His Glory can be done in different ways in dif-

ferent nations.  How does LWML give opportunity for 

you to do this? 
 

What marvelous works has the 

Lord done for you? Do you share 

these blessings from the Lord with 

all people?  
 

Come to convention to be inspired 

to Sing, Tell and Declare All that 

God has done and will do for you. 

 

Terry Putnam 

Planner/Visioning Committee Chair 
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2020 LWML  

Oregon  

District  

Convention   
Friday thru Sunday,  

June 26-28, 2020 

Macleay Conference &  

Retreat Center 

2887 74th Avenue SE,  

Salem, Oregon 

 

Sing to the Lord, all the earth! 
Tell of his salvation from day to day 
Declare his glory among the nations,  

His marvelous works among all the peoples.  
1 Chronicles 16:23, 24 

 
 
 

Keynote speaker:  

Jan Brunette,  
Author, speaker, and  
bible study teacher 

 

A graduate from Concordia 

Teacher’s College in Seward, Nebraska, Jan has 

been involved in education, singles ministry, and 

leader in prayer. Active in LWML, she has served as 

Christian Growth Chair in her district, national HOPE 

Committee Chair, and national Mission-ministry Vi-

sion Consultant. Jas has published five books for 

spiritual growth. The Almighty God is her source of 

strength and her heart is burdened with the need to 

share Christ’s love with others, revealing 

a HOPE found only in Him. 

  

Come to Macleay Retreat Conference & Retreat 

Center, separated from the hubbub of your every-

day life for spiritual renewal, LWML business & 

missions and shared fellowship in communion. 
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“ 

 

Ministry Opportunity to be Jesus’ Hands, 

Feet, and Voice                                                    

to Those Living with Intellectual and       

Developmental Disabilities 

 

An opportunity and urgent need have arisen at Be-

thesda Lutheran Communities residential pro-

grams. A change in “strategy” by BCL’s CEO and 

top team members in Watertown, WI, has resulted 

in the elimination of the ministry consultant position 

across the nation where Bethesda provides ser-

vices.  In OR and Renton, WA, this means that as 

of December 6, 2019, Rev. Philemon Ngare and 

Mrs. Becky Lindsley were no longer employed by 

Bethesda. May the Lord be with Pastor Ngare and 

Becky as they trust in His provision as to where 

they will next serve Him. These eleven ministry 

consultant positions will be replaced by five minis-

try leaders who will oversee the individuals in-

volved in the Ambassadors program. 

More importantly, it means there will be no Bethes-

da ministry people in regular, direct contact with 

the people with intellectual and developmental dis-

abilities supported and the DSPs direct care staff.  

The people will see devotions on a video and hear 

a prayer read to them by their direct care staff.  

Could members of your LWML go visit these dear 

people living with IDD in a group home or apart-

ment near you?  What joy you would bring singing, 

sharing God’s Word, praying and giving individual 

attention with a touch, a hug, or helping someone 

fold their hands to pray or clap to music.  

Jesus’ earthly ministry involved meeting individuals 

where they were at, and touching and speaking 

words of love, forgiveness, and encouragement to 

them.  Please pray about being Jesus’ hands and 

feet and voice to those who are so often overlooked 

and underserved. 

As your LWML prays about his need, know that 

there is help available with materials, songs that 

many of Bethesda’ people know and would love to 

sing.  Also, the “Wonderfully Made” pamphlets 

“Communicating for Success” and “Adapting Curric-

ulum Using the Five Senses,” have great, helpful 

information. 

Please contact Terry Putnam, 503-842-7740, or  

terryatnetarts@gmail.com if the Lord is placing this 

need/opportunity on your heart.  Two or three LWML 

members could go together once or twice a month, 

or every week – or a husband and wife team. Terry 

and Pastor “K” would be happy to go with you the 

first time to introduce and mentor you.   

Your visits will bring smiles of JOY and your heart 

will be touched, as you see how the  Lord blesses 

those with disabilities  living in the home and their 

staff through your presence and God’s Word. 

Reaching Forward in Faith with you, as We serve 
the Lord with Gladness,                

Terry Putnam,  

Bethesda Auxiliary OR Unit President 
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With thankful hearts for answered prayers of many people for many years, 

Rev. George and Mrs. Teryl Putnam  joyfully announce the engagement of    

their daughter,  Danelle Putnam,  to Rev. Carlos Schumann. 

A March/April wedding is planned in Argentina, with a celebration in July      

in Oregon. (watch for the date).  

Please join us in thanking our Lord God for His faithfulness. 

mailto:terryatnetarts@gmail.com
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FUTURE DATES 
SPRING RALLIES 

Emerald Zone— 

Interstate Zone—April 4, 2020 

Juniper Zone— 

Mt. Hood Zone— 

Myrtlewood Zone—April 4, 2020 

Pacific Zone— 

Southern Zone—May 9, 2020 

West Hills Zone—March 7, 2020—Pilgrim, Beaverton 

Willamette Zone—March 7, 2020 

 

Spring EC/Board of Directors Meeting—February 21-22, 

2020—Trinity Lutheran, Cottage Grove, Oregon 

 

LWML Oregon District Convention—June 26-28, 2020—

Macleay Conference & Retreat Center, Salem 

OFFICER CONTACT INFORMATION 
President—Carmen Nagel 

Email:  cknorlwml@aol.com 

Vice President of Christian Life—Debbie Weaver 

Email:  boodsmom@centurytel.net 

Vice President of Gospel Outreach—Elizabeth Bier 

Email:  ebier@comcast.net 

Vice President of Special Focus Ministries— 

Nicole Knudson 

Email:  tennisqn2000@gmail.com 

Vice President of Servant Resources—Janet Schultz 

Email:  janet.h.schultz@gmail.com 

Vice President of Communication—Carol Reis 

Email:  ckr112@wvi.com  
Recording Secretary—Char Kroemer 

Email:  kroemer2@frontier.com 

Financial Secretary—Connie Adams 

Email:  cadamspdx@yahoo.com 

Treasurer—Debra Schlueter 

Email:  dachlu49@msn.com 

Pastoral Counselor-Senior—Rev. Gary Krumdieck 

Email:  gkrumdieck@gmail.com 

Pastoral Counselor-Junior—Pastor Ted Will 

Email:  twilljr@gmail.com 

Mission Statement 
 

 

 

 

 

The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Mission-

ary League is to assist each woman of The 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in affirming 

her relationship with the Triune God so that 

she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the 

people of the world. 
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Prayer 

Chain Email! 

lwml.or.prayerchain

@gmail.com 
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The Joy of Christmas 

The Signs of Christmas 
 

In the Word 

But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her 

heart (Luke 2:19).  
 

Of the Word 

Some will get to it sooner than others — putting away all the Christ-

mas decorations, that is.  The efficient will have everything Christ-

mas back in storage right after New Year’s or the day after Epipha-

ny; the procrastinators may be packing ornaments and hiding Easter 

eggs at the same time.  In either case, sooner or later, all signs of 

Christmas are gone. 
 

Spiritually the same thing happens when the message of Christmas 

disappears, too.  After the holidays, our attention shifts from the mir-

acle of the Christ Child born among us to the daily routine of work 

and responsibilities.  Goodwill may morph into negative feelings and 

strained relationships.  Charity to the needy may take second place 

to generosity to ourselves. 
 

No matter when the Christmas decorations are put away, the Holy 

Spirit makes a permanent place in our hearts for the true meaning of 

Christmas.  He calls us to believe in the miracle of Jesus’ birth, live 

in the love He gives, and serve with humility and joy.  God’s love in 

Jesus is the one thing we want to have with us all year long. 
 

Walking with My Lord 

Lord Jesus, let Your presence dwell in my heart at Christmas time 

and always.  Amen. 
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