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The Festival of the Ascension 

Easter is over. “It” is over. We have experienced the crucifixion of 
our Lord and His following resurrection. Still reverberating in our 
churches are the shouts of celebration: “Alleluia, Christ is risen! He 
has risen indeed! Alleluia!” So much has been going on during the 
Lenten and Easter activities that maybe we should stop and rest a 
moment in the glorious significance of all that has been happening. 
Ahhhhh, (pause) … and yet, there is the next incredible work of the 
Lord to consider – The Day of Ascension. 

We acknowledge this ascension often throughout our Christian 
services, in the creeds, and in various books of the Bible. I thought 
I had a fairly good understanding of it, but on my mission to learn 
more I came upon an article written in May 3, 2010 issue of The 
Lutheran Witness entitled “The Forgotten Holiday”.  

The author, Dr. Albert B Collver offers a series of questions around 
a verse that helped me hear it more deeply: 

“And when He had said these things, as they were looking on, He 
was lifted up, and a cloud took Him out of their sight.” Acts 1:9 
ESV. 

Dr. Collver offered these questions: Who lifted Christ up? What’s 
the significance of the cloud? For what purpose was He lifted up? 
And what does “took Him out of sight” mean? Some of the answers 
to these questions came to me quickly; of course, it is God the 
Father represented by the cloud. And so, this must mean it is God 
who lifts him up, but “For what purpose?” We look to Mark 16:19: 

“So, then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken 
up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God.” 

This is an important piece. It is the elevation of Christ to his 
rightful authority. After all the trials and tribulations on earth, 
Christ is installed in his rightful place. And as the Creed confesses, 
He comes to “judge the living and the dead”. 

In a Sunday School class I helped lead, we used a white helium 
balloon to symbolize this event for the kids. I remember  
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Scriptures for Reflection 

Acts 1:11  

“…and said, “Men of Galilee, why 
do you stand looking into heaven? 
This Jesus who was taken up from 
you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into 
heaven.” 

Luke 24: 50-51  

“Then he led them out as far as 
Bethany, and lifting up his hands 
he blessed them. While he blessed 
them, he parted from them and 
was carried up into heaven. “ 

Song Stanzas for reflection: 

“See, the Lord Ascends in 
Triumph” 

“See the Lord ascends in triumph 

Conquering King in royal state,  

Riding on the clouds, His chariot, 
To His heavenly palace gate.” 

“Hark! The choirs of angel voices 
Joyful alleluias sing  

And the portals high are lifted to 
receive their heavenly King.” 



being surprised at how quiet and focused the children were as we 
turned our faces skyward following its ascent.  

There was a solemn mood, like we were imagining what it must 
have felt like for the disciples of Galilee.  On the 30th of May this 
year, 40 days after the resurrection of our Christ, let us all 
celebrate this Christian holiday. Christ comes, goes, returns and 
then leaves again – but elevated! 

Oh, and why did Dr. Collver entitle his article “The Forgotten 
Holiday”? See his full article at: 

blogs.lcms.org/2010/the forgotten-holiday-5-2010/ 
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