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And the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us, and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the only Son 
from the Father, full of grace and 
truth. John 1:14 (ESV) 
 
Joy to the World! 

 
Greetings of Love and Joy in Christ! 
 
As December makes its way to my desk 
calendar, the appointments and work 
schedules of November are whisked away 
with the flip of a page. And here we are! 
December! The world has a frantic pace as 
Christmas approaches, but in church and at 
home we quietly celebrate Advent. We 
prepare to celebrate Jesus’ birth into the 
world as God in Flesh, while at the same 
time, we also prepare for Jesus’ Second 
Advent on the Last Day when He will return 
to take us home to Him in Heaven.  
 
I am glad for Advent, a slow start to 
Christmas. Quietly and contemplatively 
Advent ushers in Christmas with the Advent 

wreath, its warm, glowing candles, marking 
the weeks, until the brightness of Christmas 
appears. As a child, I loved to open the little 
doors and windows of my paper Advent 
calendar, taped to my bedroom door, each 
day revealing a Bible verse and tiny picture. 
Every year the same calendar marked the 
days until Christmas. The anticipation grew, 
and I could not wait! 
 
I am (mostly) grown up now, and I don’t 
know what happened to my Advent calendar 
from childhood. I do know, however, that I 
don’t want to race to Christmas anymore. I 
want to savor Advent. I want to be ready to 
sing “Joy to the World!”  
 
Honestly, there have been years I was not 
ready to sing “Joy.” My world was a mess. I 
was a mess! But “Joy” came to the world 
anyhow. Thankfully, Jesus comes! He comes 
whether the world is ready or not. He comes 
to us and for us.  
 
The Little Baby who became incarnate by 
the Holy Spirit in the Virgin Mary’s womb, 
grew as we grew and was born into this 
world! God with us! In His great love for us, 
Jesus, the sinless Son of God, experienced 
the joys, heartaches, and sorrows that we 
experience. He carried our sins and sorrows 
on Himself all the way to the Cross. There, 
Jesus’ love for you and me held Him on the 
Cross, as He bore the punishment that 
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belonged to us, and gave us the 
righteousness that belonged to Him.  
 
Joy to the World! There is hope! There is 
forgiveness! There is peace in Christ! The 
mess and hurt of sin and death don’t have 
the final word. Jesus, the Word made Flesh, 
answers sin and death with the victorious 
cry, “It is finished!” and His resurrection is 
our proof that His work of saving us is 
perfectly complete! 
 
The joy of Christmas is linked to the joy of 
Easter; they both proclaim Christ’s love for 
you! 
 
Praying that Advent and Christmas find you 
at peace in Christ, whether your world is 
picture-perfect or messy and tainted with 
sorrow. Jesus comes! He meets us in His 
Word and Sacraments. He fills us with His 
forgiveness, love, and grace. He loves on us 
in the mercy given to us by others. Indeed, 
Jesus is Immanuel, God with us.  
 
Yours in Christ, 
   And singing for Joy, 
 
         Lisa Mai 
 
Joy to the World, the Lord is come!  
Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
And heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n and heav’n and nature sing. 
 
No more let sins and sorrows grow 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found; 
Far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders of His love. 
            LSB 387 (stanzas 1, 3-4) 

Seminary Update 
 
Fall Quarter is finishing up this month. It 
has been a good Quarter filled with God’s 
Word as I studied the Gospel of Luke and as 
I grew in understanding of the history of the 
LCMS and of deaconesses through the class, 
“Diaconia and the Church in the Modern 
Era.” 
 
Thank you for your prayers! God continues 
to help me in my studies, especially with the 
large amounts of reading and writing which 
are required. Once again, I am looking 
forward to being on Campus at the 
Seminary for two weeks in January/ 
February.  
 
Thank you for your love, prayers, and 
financial support! I thank the Lord for you 
always, for I know I am not accomplishing 
this on my own. He has given me you and 
the strength to do my work. 
 
Prayers 
 
+ Strength and joy for pastors, Sunday 
School teachers, church musicians, 
secretaries, Trustees, and all who serve in 
the church during this busy and blessed 
time of the year  
 
+ Comfort and healing for those who mourn 
the loss of loved ones or of dear pets  
 
+ Courage, hope, and peace in Christ for 
those who are sick, and healing in this life if 
it is the Lord’s will 
 
+ Welcome for those who are lost without 
Christ and whom God brings to our doors  
 


