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                                                                                                I woke this morning, long before dawn, and 

stepped out to marvel at the full moon, bathing my deck and backyard with its amazing white light. Yesterday I 

woke singing "Jesus Loves Me," in eager anticipation of the "Celebrate What God Has Done!" our LWML 

District Convention on YouTube, 9-Noon. The day before I couldn't get Mr. Roger's, "Won't You Be My 

Neighbor?” out of my head all day.  

 I'M NOT AT ALL DEPRESSED. I HAVE NO FEAR, FOR THOU ART WITH ME, LORD. But at 

nine months out and who's counting? DO I THINK I AM PERHAPS GOING CRAZY? Not at all...but they 

say, in times of trouble, we often turn to the Psalms for a "heart song" or some calm. So it was this morning, 

half past 4 on a cup of day-old Lutheran coffee, I was struggling with my Spirit-led key word: TIME.  

 Strangely, but not so after digging now, I was led to Psalm 69. It is David's prayer for help in the midst 

of attacks and sufferings imposed upon him by his enemies! That is exactly where we all kneel today, at the 

throne of God, not knowing with the entire world, what lies ahead of us this early month of November. 

And...in the abundance of His steadfast love, He will answer us over and over in his saving faithfulness.          

 Pastor Ted set the stage for us with a heartwarming and enthusiastic call to continue pressing on toward 

our mission goals and living purposeful lives, to the glory of God.  As the morning unfolded, there were 

countless reminders of how we may continue this, despite sharing David's emotions of stress, sinking, 

drowning, despair, anger, affliction, loneliness, in the current times we are experiencing. He reminded us of 

making known what we know using our spiritual gifts.         

  When it came time to feature a full-screen Youth Choir singing "Here I am Lord," (Isaiah 6:8), my 

heart was bursting at the youthful voices; I lost it! I cried tears of joy at the serendipity (coincidence, by 

design) of timing, tying the day together for us. Hadn't Christian Life Notes just had us ponder tears of 

sorrow/hurt/anger/ frustration/ tender hearts or JOY?  That song is the battle cry of our missionaries in the field 

and the very Gospel Outreach goal of our mighty Mites. And we have only to believe, as David entreated in 

Psalm 69:35-36:  For God will…build up the cities...and people shall dwell there and possess it… and those 

who love his name shall dwell in it. In closing Saturday, Pres. Carol and Servant Resource VP, Donna Geisler, 

gave us a fine list of the many ways we may Engage & Encourage women these months to come: pray, call, 

write, send, go, do, visit, shop, witness, email, cook & share; above all.....Listen! Answer the Lord: Here am I, 

send me.  

  I am always delighted to look for ways at the end of the day these past many months at how God 

answers tiny prayers and knits happenings together where I least expect them, and can give God the credit. 

Phone calls and food cart open-air lunches with the lonely/widows has become my ministry of late. It's hard to 

smile above the trappings of a mask and send a pleasant smile-message to a passerby, so nod your head and 

offer an elbow bump. Keep up your enthusiasm in every task, for I believe it's the real difference maker in our 

lives. Enthusiasm is the sparkle in your eyes, truly the swing in your gait, the grip of a hand, and a surge of 

energy to execute your ideas. It's an attitude that will make a huge difference in the lives you touch, the things 

you do, and the goal you are seeking. We are bold to make differences, knowing nothing great was ever 

achieved without it. The challenges ahead under this season's change may be difficult if not daunting, but with 

enthusiasm and commitment, they will take on new meaning. 

 God bless you all, our District leaders and laborers for the Mission. I close with Romans 12:15-16:               

Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep, live in harmony with one another.                            
       

       Prayerfully Yours,   Pat Reck, Leader Development 11-02-2020                                                                                                                                                                                        

But as for me, my prayer is to you, O Lord. At 
an acceptable time, O God, in the abundance of 
your steadfast love answer me in your saving 
faithfulness (Psalm 69:13). 


