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Sing to the Lord, all the earth! Tell of his salvation from day to day. 

Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all peoples! 

(Chronicles 16:23-24). 

 
 

CONVENTION GOAL: 

  
Encouraged by God’s Word and with God’s Spirit and the love of Jesus,  

each participant will be inspired, motivated, equipped and enabled to join together  

in daily and intentionally singing, telling, and declaring God’s Glory and His marvelous works with 

all those that God brings into each life. 

 

CONVENTION OBJECTIVES: 
Convention attendees will:  

o Joyfully SING to the Lord with all creation to His glory  

o Be inspired, motivated, equipped and enabled to TELL His salvation message to all  

o DECLARE His Marvelous works through joy-filled service and share His love to 

all nations 
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Invocation for the 2020 LWML Oregon District Convention 
 

The 32nd Biennial Convention has been cancelled due to the unforeseen corona virus.  Let us begin 

every day in the Name of God the Father as we SING to the Lord, All the earth!  In the Name of God 

the Son of whom we TELL of his salvation from day to day! And in the name of the God the Holy 

Spirit as we DECLARE his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples!  

AMEN 

 
Convention Prayer 
 

Gracious Heavenly Father, we sing praises to You for You are the God of gods, the Lord of lords, the 

One who is truly in control of all things.  As I offer this prayer, the world needs to hear and believe 

that truth.  You tell it very clearly in Your Word and at times You declare it in ways that make us sit 

up and take notice.  In these last few months we have been reminded again that we are not in control 

of all things.  We are dependent upon You for life, forgiveness, health and eternity.  As the 

coronavirus swept the world; our society came to a halt and our lives and our plans were suddenly 

changed.  The world panicked and many were filled, not with faith, but with questions, fear and 

anxiety.  But in the midst of the storm, Easter came.  A reminder that You are still ALIVE:  we SING 

it, we TELL it and we DECLARE it – CHRIST IS RISEN!  HE IS RISEN INDEED! 

 

You are the Living One, our Savior and Lord. And Your plans are not always our plans.  The District 

Convention we were planning and looking forward to had to be canceled.  But Your love for us is 

never canceled.  Indeed, Your Word tells us that “Nothing in all of creation can separate us from Your 

love”.  And nothing can keep us from serving you with gladness.   With that in mind, we ask You to 

guide us in the selection of our 2020 -2021 MISSION GRANTS.  And Lord as you continue to bless 

us, give us generous hearts to support these projects with our mites, that You might be glorified. 

 

As Easter People, who reflect upon how You have been and continue to be involved in our life, we 

go forward adjusting our plans, bending our will to Yours.  As we go, help us Lord, to continue 

SINGING Your praises, TELLING of the wondrous things You have done, and DECLARING with 

our actions and attitudes that Jesus Christ is Lord.   

 

Lead us forward, Lord, until we can meet again in convention and ultimately until we see You face to 

face in our heavenly Home.  In the name of risen Lord, Jesus Christ.  AMEN. 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

The 32nd Biennial LWML Oregon District Convention that was to be held June 26-28-2020, at 

Macleay Retreat and Conference Center has been cancelled due to the unforeseen circumstances of 

the coronavirus affecting the world. 

For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, so 

we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another (Romans 12:4-5). 

The 2020 convention committee responsibilities were divided among the nine district zones. Thank 

you to all who have contributed in the convention planning. The joy of working together was a 

witness of being one body in Christ.   

The Mission Statement of the LWML Oregon keeps our focus on God as we move forward, together, 

into the next biennium — 

Lutheran Women in Mission will, by God's grace, ignite, involve, equip and encourage women of the 

Oregon District to express their faith as servants of the Triune God through joyful Christian 

Ministry. 

Blessings to you as you Sing! Tell! Declare! the wondrous love of the Lord! 

Joyfully serving the Lord with you, 

 

Carmen Nagel 

LWML Oregon District President 

 

 

 
 

 

Sing to the Lord, all the earth! Tell of his salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among the 

nations, his marvelous works among all peoples!  (Chronicles 16: 23-24). 
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Office of the President  

Debbie Larson 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

April 7, 2020 

To: LWML Oregon District President Carmen Nagel and members of the 

LWML Oregon District 

From:LWML President Debbie Larson  

Dear President Carmen and all members of the LWML Oregon District, 

Greetings from the LWML Board of Directors. I ask that you read this entire 

letter. It is filled with important information and comes from our hearts. 

Everyone who has attended an LWML convention, be it a district or national gathering, knows it is a 

highlight for each person as we come together in the name of Jesus. While we are saddened that 

gatherings are now limited because of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19), we rejoice in the unity 

of the body of Christ. We are Lutheran Women in Mission. We are HIS! 

I have asked President Carmen to send each LWML group a copy of my letter that was to go in your 

convention manual along with the 2020 Report to the Districts (take note that the report was printed 

in March and we have paid many grants since that time. Praise the Lord! Check for updates on the 

website, right now, and see how God is working through your offerings). Please take the time to read 

these documents and share them with each member of your group. It is a privilege to share news 

about LWML and the exciting work done through women and men like you. Each and every one of 

us makes an impact on LWML and the world through service and Mites Box offerings.  

In 2011 LWML celebrated a milestone of gathering $100 million in offerings since the founding of 

the organization in 1942. Now this total tops $127 million! This amazing total combines funds from 

all 40 districts and the national LWML. That’s a lot of mission outreach! By the grace of God, we 

continue to make donations to achieve our mission goals.  

We cannot meet in person and we may not be collecting mite offerings as we normally would. Let’s 

look for opportunities to continue to give. Do you have an online giving option in your district? Can 

you ask your group to continue to bring their offerings to the church so they can be sent into the 

district? The needs of God’s people continue, especially in times of crisis. Continue to pray. 

Continue to give — to your church and through your Mite Box offerings. 

I would like to thank those from your district who are currently serving LWML on the national level: 

• District President Carmen Nagel serves on the Presidents Assembly and on the LWML 

Mission Grant Committee 

• LWML Vice President of Communication Char Kroemer  

May God continue to bless them, and all those in your district and communities who joyfully serve 

Him right where they are!  
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Please watch the President’s Report video linked here for a personal message from me and 

information about Lutheran Women in Mission. I hope you are able to watch this whether you are all 

together or individually. (If this letter is printed and you cannot click on the link, please contact 

Carmen so she can share the video with you). 

I want to thank all those who were delegates to the Mobile, Alabama, convention for participating in 

the selection of mission grants. At that convention, delegates approved a record $2.1 million mission 

goal. We are already halfway to that goal and, by the grace of God, we will pay every grant and 

spread Jesus’ message of salvation around the world! 

There is one more video you will want to view. This LCMS video was produced as a thank you to 

each person who gives, so you can each have a taste of the impact made through your mite offerings. 

(Again, if this letter is printed and you cannot click on the link, please contact Carmen so she can 

share the video with you). 

I wish I could present a pendent, specifically designed for retiring district presidents, and a certificate 

from the LWML personally to your President Carmen. It reads, “This Certificate of Appreciation is 

presented to Carmen Nagel. For service as President of the LWML Oregon District and as a member 

of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Board of Directors/Presidents Assembly from 2016–

2020, we prayerfully ask the Lord’s blessings upon Carmen as she continues to serve Him wherever 

and whenever He has need of her.” Signed, Debbie Larson, President. These two items will be 

mailed to her. Please take time to write her a thank you for her dedicated service to the LWML. I am 

looking forward to congratulating your new district president and serving alongside her. 

Our next LWML Convention will be in Lexington, Kentucky, June 24—27, 2021. This coronavirus 

pandemic will be history. Come and help celebrate our victory in Christ as we continue “Running the 

Race … Looking to Jesus.” 

In HIS service, surrounded by HIS grace,  

 

Debbie Larson, LWML President 2019-2023 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/3u9KWADHc5k
https://youtu.be/x5TKWuUH-j0
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Rev. Dr. Paul Linnemann, President  

1700 N.E. Knott Street, Portland, OR 97212 • 503.288.8383 • 

503.284.2785 (fax) 

______________________________________________ 

 

 

 
April 2020  

Oregon District Lutheran Women’s Missionary League  
 

Dear Partners in Ministry,  
 

The Coronavirus has caused the cancellation or delay of so many events in the life of our church. It is a 

deep challenge to all of us to consider how we might continue the service our God has set before us in the 

context of a global pandemic. Few thought we would be here, yet here we are. It’s important for us to 

remember that our Lord knew we would be at this place at this time, and He has prepared us for it. Our 

challenge is prayerfully seeking together how we might live the life of love and service now – in this 

context.  

 

The theme you set apart for this convention, “Sing! Tell! Declare!” is a significant message for us in this 

unique time. Its corresponding text of 1st Chronicles 16:23-24 is from David’s song of thanks after he is 

anointed king of Israel and is bringing the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem. David had spent many years 

running from place to place in between times of battle with a variety of enemies. He was now bringing 

the Ark to the place he would call his home.  

 

As we seek to be God’s instruments of blessing to a world that is beset with a serious challenge that is 

significantly altering its way of life, we, like David, can voice a message of faith and trust and thanks to a 

God who sustains His people and leads them through trial. He has given us a message that transcends our 

circumstances with a promise of life and blessing that reaches into eternity. Though we are not able to 

meet together for a season, we anticipate the gathering of the family of God in the near future and in the 

life to come.  

 

I continue to be thankful for the good work of the women of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League. 

Your efforts are a powerful picture of how the combined service of many yields a powerful impact of 

God’s mission of saving the world. Your work is an important part of the ministry of the Northwest 

District and the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. My encouragement to you to remember that God is 

faithful – you can count on His promises. He has prepared you for this moment to be a blessing in this 

time.  

 

Until we see each other again face to face, know that I keep you and your service in my heart and in my 

prayers. 

Sing to the LORD, all the earth! Tell of his salvation from day to day. 

Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples! 

1st Chronicles 16:23-24 

Serving the Lord and His church, 

 
Rev. Dr. Paul Linnemann  

President of the Northwest District of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
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CONVENTION COMMITTEES 

(Written prior to convention cancellation) 

Thanksgiving, praise, and glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Thanksgiving for all of the ladies attending this convention of the Oregon District. It is our pleasure to 

share this weekend with you in fervent gratitude for the Savior’s dying love and His blood-bought gift 

of redemption.  

We praise Him for calling us into the harvest fields, where we can serve Him wherever and whenever 

He needs us.  

In preparation for this convention, your Tri-cep Chairs have been blessed to be working with all of the 

Oregon zones. God has given each of us talents. All of the planners and workers have used those 

talents from God to come together to serve him with our hands and feet.  

This weekend, join us as we sing praises to God with our voices. Let us use our lips to tell of His 

redeeming love as we declare to all His marvelous works. By God’s grace we will ignite, involve, 

equip, and encourage each other, expressing our faith through joyful Christian ministry.  

LWML Oregon District 2020 Convention Tri-ceps:  

Janis Arnsdorf, Char LaForest, Deborah Lannen 

Advisors to the Tri-ceps: 

President Carmen Nagel 

Vice President of Servant Resources Janet Schultz 

EMERALD AND MYRTLEWOOD ZONES 

Worship Committee 

Co-chairs: Delores Feddersen, Emerald, Barbara Campbell, Myrtlewood 

Member: Donna Geisler 

Advisors: Deb Weaver, Carol Reis 

Ushers: Emerald, Myrtlewood, and Southern Zones 

 

INTERSTATE ZONE 

Property Committee 

Chair: Betsy Ablott 

Members: Mary Ann Davis, Gladys Green, Kathy Haas, Dixie Thamert 

Advisor: Janet Schultz 

JUNIPER ZONE 

Food Committee 

Chair: Barbara Miller 

Cookies: Barbara Ellis 

Members: Darlene Estherlau, Marg Hiller, Margo Mango 

Advisor: Nicole Knutson 

Decorations Committee 

Chair: Barbara Schroeder 

Members: Pat Reck, Char Kolzow, Barbara Baker, Marsha Knight, Rita Kenniston,  

Donna Luinstra, Bev Fowls 

Advisor: Deb Weaver 
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MT. HOOD ZONE 

Information Committee 

Chair: Trish McKay 

Members: Connie Adams, Eunice McKenzie 

Advisor: Nicole Knutson 

Transportation Committee 

Chair: Carolyn Stucky 

Advisors: Nicole Knutson, Trish McKay 

 

PACIFIC ZONE 

Banner and Processional Committee 

Chair: Coleen Gurske 

Advisor: Carol Reis 

Exhibits and Display Committee 

Chair: Coleen Gurske 

Members: Char Kroemer, Astri Bragstad, Carol Warren 
 

SOUTHERN ZONE 

Hostess Committee 

Chair: Carolyn Nelson 

Lead Usher: Allenda Wolfmueller 

Ushers: Emerald, Myrtlewood, and Southern Zones 

Hostess Assistant: Nikki Parker 

Corsages: Jan Kabel, Gayle Wolfe 

Greeters: Kay Godfrey, Mary Lou TerBest, Diane Scheu 

Advisor: Liz Bier 

Registration and Housing Committee 

Chair: Barbara Northrop 

Convention Registrar: Marie Nelson 

Housing Coordinators: Jean Dubois, Willamette Zone 

Clerks: Kay Godfrey, Joan Symmank, Gayle Wolfe, Karen Young 

Advisor: Janet Schultz 
 

WEST HILLS ZONE 

Publicity 

Chair: Carole Pletz 

Members: Carole Covlin, Janet Schultz 

Advisor: Carol Reis 
 

DISTRICT-WIDE 

Crisis Management Committee 

Chair: Glenda Dougherty, Pacific 

First Aid Nurses: Barbara Kachmarek, Julie Kachmarek, Pacific 

Sr. Pastoral Counselor: Pastor Gary Krumdieck, Emerald 

Jr. Pastoral Counselor: Pastor Ted Will, Interstate 

Advisor: Carmen Nagel 
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Acknowledgements: 

Macleay Conference and Retreat Center: Michelle Monahan, Director of Guest Services, 

Fenya Volkov, our hostess, and the volunteer staff serve us gladly as we meet. From the 

meeting rooms to the beaded shower curtains, they make our stay a treat. The meals nourish 

us and the pool refreshes us. Michelle, Fenya and all the staff, you serve it up with a smile. 

You give Macleay a heart we love.  

Exhibitors: We are so glad you are here. After all, missions like yours are in the middle of 

who we are. Lutheran Women’s Missionary League salutes you. 

Lutheran Hour Ministries: In appreciation for providing golf carts, taxiing us around the 

Macleay campus. You went the extra mile.  

Music Director: Pam Bridgehouse, our accompanist and choir director. Your sweet spirit 

and heartfelt leading invites us all to “Sing!” praises to our heavenly Father. 

Praise Team from Redeemer Lutheran Church. 

Convention Choir: ‘Sing’ is the first word of our convention. What a treat to listen to your 

voices. 

Banner and Convention Logo: Joanne Adamson and Celeste Allsberry, daughter of Joan 

Symmank, Medford. Thank you for the design and craftsmanship of our 2020 Oregon district 

convention banner. 

Past district pastoral counselors who serve us communion on Friday evening: You have 

permanent place in our LWML hearts. It brings us joy each time we see you. 

Rev. Gary Krumdieck and Rev. Ted Will, you have been a guiding light, leading us toward 

the Savior in all we do. You have shepherded us and we thank you dearly. 

Saturday Evening Entertainment: Timeless, you touch our hearts and our funny bones. 

Thank you for entertaining us with fun songs and gospel music. 

Mission Training Center, a joint program with Concordia University and the LCMS 

Northwest District Office: Thank you for donating our Convention bags. We pray God’s 

guidance for the students and staff of Concordia University. We trust God’s providence in the 

outreach of the Mission Training Center. 

All nine zones: Thank you for contributing regional favors for the Special Guest gift bags. 

We pray they will return to their homes with a remembrance of the Oregon District women. 

Thrivent Financial: In gratitude for Action gift cards, your care in action, given to supply 

our Servant Event Care Kits. 

To our convention committees: We tried something new, dividing the committee duties 

district-wide. Juniper and Southern zones were honored to host the convention but all zones 

stood shoulder to shoulder with them. We found faithful, creative women everywhere. 

Working together, we shared the load and it brought us together. Thank you, committee 

teams for serving us with gladness. 
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ARTICLE V-CONVENTIONS AND REPRESENTATION 

(Oregon District Bylaws)

Section 2 

The voting assembly of the convention shall be: 

a. one (1) elected delegate from each society; 

b. voting members of the Board of Directors;  

c. past district presidents who are current members 

of the Oregon District. 

Section 3 

A member of the voting assembly shall vote in one 

(1) capacity only. Proxy votes are 

prohibited. 

Section 4 

a. Each elected delegate shall have an elected 

alternate. 

 

b. The names of the delegates and alternates shall be 

submitted to the Oregon District President at least 

six (6) weeks prior to the convention by the 

Convention Registration Committee Chairman. 

c. In the event neither the delegate nor the 

alternate is able to serve. a member of the same 

society may serve as delegate upon certification in 

writing by the Zone President and presentation to the 

Oregon District President. 

Section 6 

A majority of registered voting assembly shall 

constitute a quorum. 

Proposed Convention Rules 

1. Credentials 

a. The registration chairman, directly after the 

opening ceremonies of the first business meeting, 

shall report the number of delegates registered as 

present with proper credentials and shall make 

supplementary reports as other voting members 

register. 

b. Upon proper clearance by the registration 

chairman, a member registered as an alternate may 

be transferred from alternate to delegate at any time 

during the continuance of business meetings and 

shall retain the position through the remainder of the 

convention. 

c. Delegates must wear the identification badges 

issued by the registration committee for seating in 

the delegate section. 

2. Seating 

a. Delegates shall be seated together in sections 

reserved for them.  

b. Delegates are requested to be in their seats five 

minutes before the time set for the opening of 

meetings. 

3. Conduct of Business 

a. The president shall appoint a committee of three 

members to approve the minutes of all meetings of 

this convention. 

b. Only registered delegates and other voting 

members of the convention may introduce business 

and vote. Any member of the Oregon District 

registered at the convention shall have privilege of 

voice where time permits, with priority given to 

delegates.  

c. A motion offered from the floor must be in 

writing on official form, signed by the maker, with 

both copies forwarded to the President’s page.  

d. Speakers from the floor must use one of the 

microphones, and give name, society, and city, or 

office in order to be recognized.  

e. Discussion is limited to two (2) minutes for each 

speaker. No one may speak more than twice on a 

question unless consent is granted by a two-thirds 

(2/3) vote of the delegates. 

f. No motion shall be necessary to accept reports of 

the officers or committee chairmen. 

g. All ballots will be filed with the Recording 

Secretary for thirty (30) days after convention before 

being destroyed.  

h. When advisable, the Chair has the privilege of 

digression from printed agenda.  

i. After adoption, these rules may be suspended by a 

majority vote and may be amended or rescinded by a 

two-thirds (2/3) vote. 

 

 

 

 



 13 

PLEDGES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I pledge allegiance to the flag 

of the United States of America 

and to the Republic for which it stands, 

one nation under God, 

indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

 

THE PLEDGE TO THE CHRISTIAN FLAG 

 

I pledge allegiance to the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ  

and to the faith for which it stands, 

One Savior, King Eternal, with Mercy and Grace for all. 

So help me God. 

 

 

THE LWML PLEDGE 

 

In fervent gratitude for the Savior’s dying love 

and His blood-bought gift of redemption 

we dedicate ourselves to Him with all that we are and have; 

and in obedience to His call for workers in the harvest fields, 

we pledge Him our willing service wherever and whenever He has need of us. 

We consecrate to our Savior our hands to work for Him, 

our feet to go on His errands, our voice to sing His praises, 

our lips to proclaim His redeeming love, 

our silver and our gold to extend His Kingdom, our will to do His will, 

and every power of our life to the great task of bringing the lost and the erring  

into eternal fellowship with Him. Amen. 

 

Rev. Harry Fricke 
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CREDENTIALS REPORTS 

Voting report for the 2020 Convention, Interrupted 

Voting:     

Board of Directors:     

Delegates:     

Past District Presidents:     

Total Voting:     
  

  

 

 

Offerings for the LWML Oregon District Convention 

 
Offering #1 

Oregon LWML District Mission Goal 

This offering is a contribution to the mission 

goal of the Oregon District for 2020-2022. 

 

Offering #2  

Pregnancy Resource Centers of Central 

Oregon and Bethany House 

 

Offering #3 

Orphan Grain Train – Oregon Branch  

 

 

 

OFFERING Tally 
 

Amount 

 

____________________Offering #1: 2020-2022 LWML Oregon District Mission Goal 

 

 

____________________Offering #2: Pregnancy Resource Centers of Central Oregon  

                                                 and Bethany House 

 

____________________Offering #3: Orphan Grain Train — Oregon Branch 
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PRESENTER BIOGRAPHIES 

 

Bible study Leader: Jan Brunette 

 

To my dear sisters in Christ of the LWML Oregon District: 

 

Sing! Tell! Declare! Three beautiful topics were given to me for the convention, all involving 

a verbal direction in which to share the love and power of Jesus Christ. King David 

understood these declarations as he rejoiced in the return of God’s presence in the ark of the 

covenant to Jerusalem. His honor and praise of the Lord consumed him as he viewed it safely 

settled in the City of David. 

 

That same honor and praise of the Lord can emit from us today as we sing, tell, and declare 

His goodness with others. Each step is unique yet reveals a unified purpose – that of sharing 

the power of Christ’s love through the cross and resurrection. Through personal anecdotes of 

life and simple steps of faith, each person is encouraged to humbly, yet boldly, reflect the 

light of Christ to all we meet. 

 

May the glory of God be revealed to all of us as we move forward in faith with 

God’s presence within us. 

 

In Christ, 

Jan Brunette 

 

 

 

 

Jan is a speaker, a freelance writer, and the author of six books, the latest one being IN HIS 

LOVING HANDS - A Christian Guide for Caregivers. She has also written for Portals of 

Prayer, My Devotions, Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly, The Lutheran Witness, Life Light and A 

New Song series.  She has had speaking engagements in twelve states, serving as a 

retreat/Bible study leader and as a convention keynote speaker.  Her passion lies in sharing 

the love and power of Jesus Christ with as many women as possible.  She desires to 

encourage them to spend time in God’s Word on a regular basis and to desire a personal 

relationship with Him.  Her presentations reveal her devout faith in a living Savior and she 

does so through powerful stories and illustrations.
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Divine Service Proclaimer  

Rev. Dr. Paul Linnemann  

Rev. Dr. Paul Linnemann, President of the LCMS 

Northwest District, has come to this place in God’s path 

for him through a wide variety of experiences in 

professional church work. He graduated from 

Concordia Portland in 1980 with a B.A. in  

Elementary Education; received his M.A. in Counseling 

Psychology from Lewis & Clark in 1987, an M.A. in 

Exegetical and Practical Theology from Concordia 

Seminary St. Louis in 1994 and an L.L.D. from 

Concordia Portland in 2016. He was ordained on 

August 13, 1995 following his vicarage year.  Our Redeemer L.C. in Tigard, Oregon called 

Pastor Linnemann in August 1995, and he served there for 14 years, until elected President of 

the Northwest District in June 2009. His professional church work experience includes junior 

high school teacher, Director of Christian Education, Director of Student Development and 

Assistant Professor of Psychology, and secretary of the Northwest District while serving as 

sole pastor of Our Redeemer.   

    

President Linnemann and his wife, Cindy, enjoy their family and have three grown children, 

and two grandsons. His vision for the Northwest District centers on equipping leaders – both 

professional and lay – for doing their best work in their congregations, schools, and 

communities.   

 

 

Linda Gage is LWML’s National Gift Planning Counselor, serving in partnership with 

the LCMS Foundation.   

Most Christians don’t have a charitable plan for when the Lord calls them to heaven and may 

be unsure where to start.  Let Linda help you put your wishes on paper to care for your family 

and impact ministry. LWML provides free, professional assistance you can trust. You will have 

joy and peace of mind knowing your instructions will be carried out.    

 Linda helps individuals and couples plan and direct their passion for giving to family and all 

ministries of the church. In addition to working one-on-one with individuals and couples, Linda 

speaks at events, conventions and retreats to help people discover how they can share their 

faith, minimize taxes, bless their family and make a lasting impact on ministry through 

charitable planning.  
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LWML OREGON DISTRICT 2020 CONVENTION   

Greetings and peace to you in the name of Jesus!  In this great 

pause around our globe, the Promise that shatters fear and breaks all distance renews and unites us!  

Death is behind us; life is before us! 

May the Living Christ renew and strengthen your heart and your faith each day!    

 

Thank you for inviting me to be a part of the LWML Oregon District Convention.  My name is Linda 

Gage and I serve as your LWML National Gift Planning Counselor.  Most 

Christians don’t have a charitable plan for when the Lord calls them to 

heaven and may be unsure where to start. That’s where I come in as Gift 

Planning Counselor.  

 

I can help you put your wishes on paper to: 

• Share your Faith by including your statement of faith in your will 

or living trust.  Did you know you could do that? That is the most 

important treasure we can pass on to our family!  Your statement of 

faith can be a source of comfort, a powerful message of love and 

encouragement, and a public record of your Christian faith 

proclaiming Sing! Tell! Declare! Praise the Lord! Please contact 

me for a sample statement of faith.   

• Bless your Family. LWML has a resource to help you record your 

faith, wishes, and instructions, called Passing On. You don’t want to 

leave a mess for your family. Give them your written guidance.  

• Impact Ministry.  Let me help you include the Lord’s work in your plan.  Remember, just like 

the widow’s mite, any size gift can make an eternal difference! You will have joy and peace 

knowing your instructions will be carried out. 

 

Important questions for you: 

• Have you remembered the Lord’s work in your plan? Will your plan make a difference? 

An eternal difference? A charitable plan gives you the opportunity to continue your Mite 

offerings from heaven!  

• Why not work with an LWML Gift Planning Counselor? LWML is providing the resource 

for FREE for you to work with a Christ-centered professional, knowledgeable about current tax 

laws who will do the work — joyfully, on your behalf -- at no cost!   

• Can you find the Gifts of Love ministry brochure in your Convention Folder which shares 

more information? Please check it out!  You will also find additional free resources and 

information on our website lwmlgiftplan.org as well as sign up for a free newsletter.   

 

If you have remembered LWML in your plan, we give thanks to God for your heart to provide ongoing 

support to LWML and the global mission work that God has called us to do together. Your future 

planned gift makes you an LWML Legacy Circle Member. The LWML Legacy Circle is a way for us 

to give glory to God for those donors who are giving witness to the value of LWML in their lives and 

desire to make a difference for future generations in the name of Christ. Please complete the LWML 
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Legacy Circle brochure in your convention folder or found on-line at LWML.org. LWML hosts a 

complimentary Legacy Circle dinner at the national convention.  We will be sending you information for 

the 2021 convention in Lexington regarding the Legacy Circle dinner in early 2021 once we receive 

your enrollment form.   

 

Take end of life planning off your “to-do” list.  Let me help you record your wishes. I welcome the 

opportunity to talk with you individually, at a meeting, zone event, district convention or retreat.  

Consider inviting me to be a workshop presenter, bible study leader or interest session speaker.  You 

will learn a lot and have the confidence in knowing that you are working with an experienced LCMS 

professional who serves our LWML.  I look forward to hearing from you at Linda.Gage@lfnd.org or 

800-741-4138.  Thank you for your partnership in the Gospel today that makes an eternal 

difference for tomorrow!   

 

*** Please see pages 96–97 for more information from Linda about Gifts of Love. 

 

Speakers From the Mission Field 

Rev Mark Rabe Mark teaches at Mekane Yesus Seminary in Addis Ababa, 

Ethiopia. This seminary is dedicated to training faithful Lutheran pastors and 

other church workers to serve in Ethiopia.  Mark was born in Portland, Ore., and 

his home congregation is Trinity Lutheran Church, Albany, Ga. He received a 

bachelor’s degree in humanities from Concordia University, Portland, Ore., and 

his Master of Divinity from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. Before serving 

in Ethiopia, Mark served as pastor at Calvary Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Oroville, Calif. (2001-2010); taught at Atemo Bible College and Matongo 

Lutheran Theological College, Kenya (2010-2012); and most recently, served as 

pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church, Albany, Ga. In his free time, he enjoys 

traveling, hiking and biking.  

Dear Ladies of the Oregon District LWML, 

Greetings in Christ from Addis Ababa, Ethiopia! 

Ethiopia is a place of rich tradition and deep connection to the Bible. Throughout the Old and New Testaments 

Ethiopia is mentioned.  Probably the most familiar text is that of the Ethiopian Eunuch recorded in the book of 

Acts. He, upon his return from Jerusalem, is met by Philip who explains the section of Isaiah which the Ethiopian 

had been reading. Philip explained that Isaiah was speaking about Jesus the Messiah who was indeed the suffering 

servant who died for him and for all. Hearing this Good News the Ethiopian, seeing water, asks to be baptized. 

Then after baptizing him the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away to Azotus (See Acts 8:26-40).  

Our work is in a context that has had the Gospel proclaimed in its land since the time our Lord walked on the 

earth. While there are nearly 10 million members in the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus in a country 

of almost 110 million people there is much work to be done. Islam and traditional religions still have taken and 

continue to take many captive by their teachings and lifestyle. Indeed, Satan does not rest from his works but 

thankfully God does not either!  

mailto:Linda.Gage@lfnd.org
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The work in Ethiopia, in which we walk alongside the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus, is primarily 

focused at the Mekane Yesus Seminary. It is our task to teach and equip pastors, evangelists and leaders for the 

church. While there are 10 million members in the church, and 5 regional seminaries there are less than 4,000 

pastors. At the Mekane Yesus Seminary we have the privilege to teach at the seminary at three different levels: 

Bachelors, Masters and Post-Graduate Diploma. The PGD program is one that gives a one-year theological basis 

for students who already have a degree in another field. The blessing in this program is that many of our faculty 

from the Music and Business and Leadership Colleges are enrolled in this program. The result is that our 

programs will have faculty with a more robust theological background which they can bring to their various 

programs. Yet our primary work is to prepare church leaders for the next generation. 

Besides teaching at the seminary, I have had the opportunity to lead short programs and bible studies outside the 

walls of the Seminary. It has been a blessing to teach a Saturday night Adult Bible study in one of the Addis 

Ababa congregations. In addition, I have had the joy of leading the youth and young adult Bible Study for the 

Mekane Yesus Congregation that meets in the seminary compound.  

While my main role is that of professor at the seminary I also have the joy of serving as a coordinator of 

theological education in east Africa. Since we have many churches bodies that we partner with and walk along 

side I have the joy of working with their seminaries and pastors.   

For example, in 2019, we began to walk along side the Lutheran Mission in Africa—Synod of a Thousand Hills in 

Rwanda. You may remember the genocide in Rwanda and the tragedy that occurred during April through July 

1994. While that tragedy happened 26 years ago there are still many emotional as well as physical scars from that 

remain even to this day. Many Rwandans have experienced or have been trained in a “reconciliation program” 

sponsored by the government they have not been equipped with a biblically based program. So in March 2019 

along with my colleague from Uganda, Megan Mantey, Ted Kober and Dwight Schettler of Ambassadors of 

Reconciliation we conducted a week long seminar on reconciliation based on Luther’s Small Catechism and the 

Bible. It was a wonderful week that equipped men and women leaders in this small but growing Lutheran Church 

in Rwanda with the message of reconciliation. 

Reconciliation is, after all, what we are about. Because God in Christ has reconciled the world to Himself we are 

called to be ambassadors for Christ bringing Christ’s reconciliation to those whom God has placed in our lives. It 

is this message of forgiveness and God’s love in Christ that was at the heart of the Reconciliation program in 

Rwanda. Naturally, since we are reconciled to God through the work of our Lord Jesus Christ, we are to be 

reconciled to one another.  

So as we walk with various churches in Africa, whether in Rwanda or Ethiopia, Tanzania, Uganda or Kenya we 

are here to equip and to proclaim the Gospel of reconciliation that Christ has won for us on the cross and through 

the victory over death on Easter by rising from the dead. The Gospel message is central to all we do. 

It is my joy to be serving with my family in Ethiopia and as part of the East Africa Missionary Team east Africa 

supported and prayed for by congregations, individuals and especially the women of the LWML. We know that 

without your support and prayers we would not be serving in east Africa. We are truly grateful for your 

partnership in mission! 

Your partner in the Gospel, 

Rev. Dr. Mark Rabe 
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David A. Fiala is a mission advocate for The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod (LCMS). In this role, Fiala serves as a personal link to 

the mission and ministry of the LCMS. “My dad’s a plumber, but I’m 

just a piece of pipe. I connect things,” he says.   

Prior to accepting this position, Fiala assisted with the international 

mission efforts of the LCMS for 15 years. He spent five years as a 

missionary recruiter and, before that, a decade as a missionary in 

Slovakia, the Czech Republic, Poland and Hungary.  

Fiala earned Lutheran teaching credentials, a bachelor’s degree in theology and a director of Christian 

education (DCE) certification at Concordia University, Nebraska, Seward, Neb. He also has a master’s 

degree in religion from Concordia University Chicago, River Forest, Ill.  

 

 

 

 

Rev Jeff Mueller 

Through his mission trip travels to Kyrgyzstan, Mexico, El Salvador and 

Guatemala, God has birthed a burning passion in Jeff’s heart for orphans, 

along with his church family, Immanuel Lutheran. This Spirit-fueled 

passion from a small-town church in Oregon has become the catalyst for 

this growing mission to the orphans of Guatemala now called Child 

Beyond International. To God alone be the glory! 

Pastor Mueller, Immanuel Lutheran Church, Hood River, Oregon 

Greetings, dear mission partners of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

League, 

It is a joy to share with you a small portion of all God is doing through our international mission to 

Guatemala called Child Beyond International (CBI). As senior pastor of Immanuel Lutheran Church in 

Hood River and a born and bred Oregonian, it is my pleasure to update you all on several mission fronts, 

all the while regretting that I could not share this in person at the convention. I will be as brief as 

possible, but it will be hard to limit my exuberance.  

Child Beyond International was born five years ago out of Immanuel Lutheran’s heart for the lost, 

especially those who are orphaned and widowed (James 1:27). Since then, many LCMS congregations 

have become partners in this mission to “lift children and families to new life in Christ” in the 

desperately poor country of Guatemala.  
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Our mission focus is tri-fold. 1) We have a thriving children’s home outside of Guatemala City where 

God’s love and care is poured into dozens of precious orphaned, abused, neglected and abandoned 

children ages 7 and under. 2)   We host short-term mission teams from LCMS congregations to come 

down and build houses and cook stoves and provide water purifiers in partnership with local village 

pastors and churches, all to bring the hope and healing of Jesus to needy families.  3) Our “Family 

Transformation Ministry” seeks to reunite children and parents through ongoing education, counseling 

and spiritual support. For all the details of our tri-fold mission to Guatemala, please visit our website: 

Childbeyond.org 

One of the reasons I was honored to be invited to the LWML Oregon District convention was to share an 

update on the exciting partnership between the LWML and Child Beyond International. In last year’s 

national convention, you awarded CBI a mission grant for $100,000 to purchase, renovate and supply a 

Mobile Medical Mercy Mission Bus.  This highly capable and advanced medical bus will be used in the 

many years to come with medical mission teams and our joint medical efforts with our key in-country 

partner, the Lutheran Church of Guatemala. Unfortunately, just as we had found and were about to 

purchase the perfect used school bus to begin renovations, the pandemic closed down Guatemala’s 

borders and brought about travel restrictions inside the country. So, we had to delay the purchase until 

the country opens up again. In the meantime, we are working closely with several Lutheran medical 

partners for the interior design and supplies for the bus. I look forward to sharing some good news in the 

months to come about this marvelous mission tool that will bring physical and spiritual healing to so 

many in the decades to come.   

Another huge and exciting blessing I wanted to share with you at the convention was our beautiful 10-

acre property that we recently purchased and are making huge plans to develop as Child Beyond 

International’s permanent mission base in Guatemala. Check out our webpage for the initial designs and 

plans. It’s going to be a Gospel Rescue Station to the precious children and families of Guatemala for 

decades to come! 

There is so much more I would have shared with all of you at the convention, but I hope you will visit 

our website and learn more about all God is doing for one of the poorest countries in the Americas. I 

pray I will be able to see you all at the next Oregon LWML convention, but until then, please allow me 

to leave you with this one mission-hearted question: 

How can you still engage in our Lord’s Great Commission internationally during this very 

challenging time of pandemic restrictions?  

Here are five exciting and truly impacting options for you to consider. 
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1) Pray daily for our children and our staff at God’s Grace Hogar De Ninos (Children’s Home). Our 

orphans are the most vulnerable to the virus as they come to us with seriously-compromised immune 

systems due to malnutrition. We are doing everything possible to protect them.  

2) Sponsor a child living in our orphanage and/or hold a child sponsorship campaign in your 

congregation. We need all the support possible. See our website for details.  

3) Invite us to come and present the mission of CBI to your church, when we are free to do so.  

4) Ask for copies of our free book called “The Orphan’s Journey to Life”. Send us a request with the 

email address below and we will mail them out to you right away!  

5) Go on a Virtual Mission Trip! Since all our short-term mission teams have been cancelled through at 

least the summer and probably to the end of the year, we have created an exciting, powerful “virtual” 

mission experience for anyone who wants to know what it would be like to actually come down to 

Guatemala with us on a week-long trip. All you need is a computer and an email address. You will truly 

enjoy this mission experience. Send us an email expressing your interest ASAP!  

We all know that our Lord will never allow anything to stand in His way of sharing His Good News of 

salvation with our world, not even this pandemic. So, we invite you to join us as we continue to move 

forward boldly with His love, grace and salvation as Child Beyond International, along with all our 

LCMS partner churches. I give thanks and praise to our Lord for all of you, His mission-hearted 

members of the LWML.  To God alone be the glory! 

Rev. Jeff Mueller 

Chairperson – Child Beyond International 

Website:    Childbeyond.org 

Email:       Info@childbeyond.org 

Phone:       541-645-0451 
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LWML Board of Directors Representative, Susan Donnelly 

Greeting to the Women of the LWML Oregon District, 

Would you please join me in a word of prayer? May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 

heart be acceptable in Thy sight, O LORD, my rock and my Redeemer. Amen. 

I live in Manchester, New Jersey in a retirement community about 30 minutes from the beach. 

Manchester is located in central New Jersey about 50 miles south of New York City. 

I grew up in southern Idaho on a potato farm with my two sisters and one brother  

That’s where I had my first exposure to LWML. My mother was an active member of her Dorcas 

Society in Rupert, Idaho.   

After graduation from the University of Idaho, I got married, moved to New Jersey, got divorced, and 

found the love of my life, Bob. We’ve been married for 37 years and have three children and four 

grandchildren. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I worked for forty years as a residential real estate appraiser, 

so I understand the pressures of careers and family life and your involvement in LWML.  

Throughout the years my involvement in LWML has changed and grown. I became a member of Village 

Lutheran Church, Lanoka Harbor, NJ, in 1988. Our local LWML group president invited me to a 

meeting. After a brief conversation about LWML at this first meeting, she said, “You know, Susan, 

you’d make a great secretary.”  

My next position was newsletter editor for the district for 10 years. At that time, the editor was a 

member of the LWML New Jersey District Executive Committee, so I had a good knowledge of the 

workings of the district. In 2006, I was elected president. I also served as Activities Chair for the 

Pittsburgh Convention in 2013. In 2015, I was privileged to serve on the LWML Mission Grant 

committee for two years as a member and two years as chair.   
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In June 2019 President Debbie Larson asked me to serve as Public Relations Director and I 

wholeheartedly said YES! 

It’s a privilege for me to bring you greetings on behalf of LWML President Debbie Larson and the 

Board of Directors. 

  

Please read President Debbie’s letter and the 2020 Report to the districts in your convention manual. 

Don’t forget to check out the LWML Store on the LWML website. Wearing and using LWML products 

are great witness tools and conversation starters! 

May God continue to bless the LWML Oregon District as you joyfully serve Him through the LWML 

on all levels!  

 

It is such a privilege to be able to share news about LWML with you and the exciting work done through 

women (and men) like you. Each and every one of us makes an impact on LWML and the world through 

service and Mite Box offerings.  

In 2011 LWML celebrated a milestone of gathering $100 million in Mite Box offerings since the 

founding of the organization in 1942! This amazing total combines funds from the 40 districts and the 

national level of the LWML. When you look at all the grants funded in each two-year period (biennium) 

through LWML and all the districts, it exceeds $10 million. That’s a lot of mission outreach! Praise the 

Lord! By the grace of God, we continue to make mite-y donations to achieve the LWML’s ongoing 

mission goals.  

At the convention in Mobile, Alabama, delegates voted to support a record 2.1 million dollar mission 

goal. Now, we pray and head towards that goal, together. 

To those of you who were delegates to the Mobile convention, thank you for participating in the 

selection of mission grants.  
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During convention, the pledge walk, golf tournament, and convention offerings gave a great kick start 

towards the mission goal. This first year of the biennium we encourage you to think outside the box — 

the Mite Box — supporting the mission grants which were selected.  

Thank you all for your dedicated service to the LWML! 

I look forward to seeing all of you in Lexington next year to help celebrate “Running the Race … 

Looking to Jesus”

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President Debbie’s logo 
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Election of Officers 

Slate of Candidates … the following serve for four (4) years 

For President:  Carol Reis 

Carol is a member of Calvary Lutheran in Stayton, OR.   She is an 

active member of Women of Calvary, a society in the Willamette Zone.  

Carol has served as society president and treasurer.  She has also served 

in the zone as Vice President and Secretary.  For the LWML Oregon 

District Carol is currently the Vice President of Communications.  She 

has also been a member and chairman of the Christian Life Committee 

and the Leader Development committee member and chair.  At Calvary 

she has served as a Deacon and has taught Sunday school and First 

Communion classes.  Carol is retired from her job with the Appellate Court system of the State of 

Oregon. 

 

For Vice President of Servant Resources:  Donna Geisler 

Donna is a member of Grace Lutheran in Eugene, OR.  She is an active 

member of Grace LWML, a society in the Emerald Zone.  She is currently 

the President of the altar guild, a member of the fellowship committee and 

is the LWML Christian Growth Chairman for her society.  Donna has 25 

years of experience as a special education aide and resource person.  

Donna and Robert (Bob) have been married for 60 years and they have 

four adult children. 

 

 

For Vice President of Special Focus Ministries:  Lindah Hagglund  

Lindah is a member of Trinity Lutheran in Sheridan, OR.  She is an 

active member of Trinity LWML, a society in the Pacific Zone.  She 

serves on the mission and outreach committee for her church and sings 

in the choir.  Lindah is a member of the LWML Oregon District Young 

Women’s committee, and is also a Heart 2 Heart sister.  Lindah was born 

in Zambia, Africa and has established and continues to work with 

outreach programs in Zambia.  She is especially concerned with the 

welfare of children.  She came to the United States after marrying her 

husband Sam. 
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Financial Secretary:Pending 

District Junior Counselor:Pending 

 

For Nominating Committee … the following serve for two (2) years 

Kay Godfrey is a member of Calvary Lutheran in Stayton, OR.  Kay and 

her husband recently moved from Grants Pass to Stayton.  She is an active 

member of Women of Calvary, a society in the Willamette Zone.  Kay has 

lived in five states and been a member of seven Lutheran churches.  She 

graduated with a BA degree from Valparaiso in 1968.  Kay has served as 

Sunday school teacher, VBS teacher, choir member, active LWML 

member for most of 45 years.  She has held various offices including 

society and Zone President, Congregational youth board, Stewardship 

boards; Bible study leader; active volunteer at her children’s schools.  She was also a high school library 

manager for 12 years.  Kay and Chuck have been married for 50 years, they have four children, six 

grandchildren and one great-grandchild. 

 

Carmen Nagel is a member of Grace Lutheran in Molalla, OR.  She is an 

active member of Grace Women, a society in the Willamette Zone.  

Carmen is currently the president of her society and the LWML Oregon 

District President.  She was LWML Oregon District VP of 

Communications, past Willamette Zone president, co-chair of the 2014 

LWML Oregon District Convention.  Carmen is a faithful woman serving 

her Lord through LWML.  Carmen and Darrel have been married 54 years; 

they have two children and three grandchildren. 

 

Mae Smith is a member of Ascension Lutheran in Portland OR.  She is an 

active member of Ascension LWML, a society in the Mt. Hood Zone.  Mae 

is currently serving Ascension as communications board chairmen.  She has 

faithfully served the LWML Oregon District in various positions, including 

Mt. Hood Zone president, and transportation chairman for the 2009 LWML 

convention in Portland.  Mae is currently retired from paid work, but not 

idle.  She has two grown children. 
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Oregon District Candidates — 2020 Convention — 

Tally Sheet 
 

CANDIDATES  Number of Votes 

 

Office of the President 

 

Carol Reis _______ 

 

_________________________ _______ 

 

Office of the Vice President of Servant Resources 

 

Donna Geisler _______ 

 

_________________________ _______ 

 

Office of the Vice President of Special Focus Ministries 

 

Lindah Hagglund _______ 

 

_________________________ _______ 

 

 

Office of Financial Secretary … Pending 

 

_________________________ _______ 

 

 

Office of Junior Pastoral Counselor … Pending 

 

_________________________ _______ 

 

 

Office of the Nominating Committee 

 

Kay Godfrey _______ 

 

Carmen Nagel _______ 

 

Mae Smith _______ 
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LWML Oregon District  

 

2020-2022 PROPOSED MISSION GRANTS 

 

1. Bridge of Hope CARE Pantry Expansion, $5,500  

2. A Bridge to Jesus – the SSS Soccer Clinic and Beyond, $6,000  

3. Bringing Christ’s Light to Those Living in Darkness, $6,500  

4. Carrying Christ into the Heart of the Hispanic Home, $6,500  

5. Equipping People with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities to Sing, Tell, Declare His 

Marvelous Deeds, $6,500  

6. Equipping Women for Word and Mercy Ministry through Deaconess Training in Latin America 

and the Caribbean, $6,500  

7. Expanding the Dominican Republic Disability Ministry as God’s Word and Jesus’ Love is 

Shared, $6,500  

8. Filling Haitian Tummies Opens Ears to the Gospel, $5,000  

9. Financial Assistance for Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana Food and 

Clothing Co-Op to Purchase Food, $5,000  

10. Healing Spaces, $6,500  

11. Holy Cross Lutheran Mission Church Plant, $6,500  

12. Kissi Literacy and Scripture Engagement Program (Sierra Leone), $6,500  

13. Learning to Read with Luther’s Small Catechism in Ghana, $5,000  

14. WITHDRAWN Lutheran Curriculum for St. John Lutheran School, $3,000  

15. Lutheran Lambs Pre-School Teachers, $6,500  

16. Project “GO” (Gospel Outreach) – Share Jesus, $5,000  

17. Safeguarding our School Children, $6,350  

18. Scholarship for Lutheran Diaconal Training for African Students, $6,000  

19. Support for Concordia Seminary’s International Graduate School Students, $5,000  

20. Support for Lutheran Family Services of Haiti, Jacmel Lutheran Home, $6,000  

21. Taking the Gospel to B.C. North, $6,500  
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Mission Grant Proposals for the ballot 

for the LWML Oregon District 2020-2022 Biennium 

1. Bridge of Hope CARE Pantry Expansion, $5500 

The Bridge of Hope Resource Center is the heart of Love INC. of Clackamas County, where 

relationships are built with neighbors in need, primarily women and children who are often victims of 

domestic abuse.  Bible study, parenting classes, individual counseling and women’s groups are offered 

to families to help change their lives.  Jesus is shared with them and the ultimate goal is to connect them 

with one of the local Christian churches.  The CARE Pantry allows families to receive personal hygiene, 

diapers, laundry and kitchen cleaning supplies, and feminine hygiene items every six months.  This grant 

will allow the Bridge of Hope to offer this service more frequently and increase opportunities to create a 

healing relationship. 

 

 

2.  A Bridge to Jesus - the SSS Soccer Clinic and Beyond, $6000 

Sixteen years ago, Ascension, Portland, began hosting a free community soccer clinic for the 

underprivileged kids in the Rockwood Community whose purpose was to be a missionary outreach 

where Jesus would be front and center.  The day starts with the Latino high school coaches and servant 

leaders having Bible study and breakfast, then teams play soccer, with coaches teaching good 

sportsmanship and talking to them about Jesus.  The servants, volunteers, soccer players, low income 

soccer families, and the local rehabilitation center members all gather for lunch cooked by the 

firefighters and volunteers. The servants prepare and deliver meals to homeless teens, collect food for 

the Portland Police food bank, and clothing and personal care items for transitional housing and services 

for homeless families.  They go to Night Strike in downtown Portland where they help care for homeless 

while telling them about Jesus.   

 
 

3.  Bringing Christ’s Light to Those Living in Darkness, $6500 

The purpose of the Lutheran Braille Workers, Inc. is to fund production of Specialized Large Print 

Bibles and other Christian materials in English and Spanish.  Oregon has two LBW Ministry Production 

Centers.  One center, located in Gresham, OR, has been operating since 1984 and produces Large Print 

ESV Old Testament volumes.  The second center in Roseburg, OR has been operating since 2008 

producing Specialized Large Print English and Spanish Old Testament volumes of the Bible and other 

Christian materials.  There are 241 million people, worldwide, who are blind or visually impaired and 

unchurched.  Yet Lutheran Braille Workers is the only Lutheran organization who intentionally serves 

this population for in the US and across all continents.  These Ministry Production Centers operate 

solely through the efforts of many dedicated volunteers. 

 

 

4.  Carrying Christ into the Heart of the Hispanic Home, $6500 

The Lutheran Latino Ministries is a Recognized Service Organization of the LC-MS.  Since 2003 

Deaconess Marta Luna has worked with Lutheran Latino Services with her husband until his passing in 

2017.  She has continued her mission to bring God’s love into the lives and hearts of people who do not 

know Him, and she continues connecting families with the church.  Marta works one day a week at 

Silverton Hospital as a Chaplain. Iin Woodburn, she connects with families through the volunteer 

organization Love in the Name of Christ (Love INC) and throughout the week brings the love of Christ 
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to families in homes and hospital rooms, connecting them with the church whenever possible.  Grant 

funds would help ensure ample time for Deaconess Marta to disciple families and keep her working at a 

full-time level by helping provide sustaining support for salary, mileage and communication. 

 

 
5.  Equipping People with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities to Sing, Tell, Declare His Marvelous 

Deeds, $6500 

For three (3) years, Bethesda Lutheran Communities in the Portland, Oregon and the Renton, Washington areas 

have been sharing God’s love to those intellectually and developmentally disabled (IDD).  Mona Fuerstenau, 

Bethesda ’s Director of Partnership Ministries adapted resources giving leadership training, mentoring, and the 

opportunity for people with IDD to share their stories and their love of Jesus with people in all venues – from one-

on-one to those gathered at conferences and conventions.  This grant would allow for program expansion by 

covering the cost of the training sessions so Ms. Fuerstenau can travel to meet at least once with the Bethesda 

people in various areas along with training a local staff person who will continue mentoring those intellectually 

and developmentally disabled so they can present the Gospel and share their stories with others.  

 

 

6. Equipping Women for Word and Mercy Ministry through Deaconess Training in Latin America and the 

Caribbean, $6500 

Deaconess training for those in Latin America and the Caribbean is based out of The Reformer Lutheran 

Seminary and Mercy Center in the Dominican Republic. A team of LCMS-trained deaconesses has been working 

with seminary faculty to develop curriculum for this training. The three-year curriculum includes intensive 

courses, on-line courses, and field work. Deaconesses will teach intensive courses in five countries twice a year in 

order to reach more women desiring to become deaconesses. Funds from this grant would help support the cost of 

the on-line platform, printed materials, on-site workshops, and food, lodging, and travel for both students and 

professors. 

 

 

7.  Expanding the Dominican Republic Disability Ministry as God ’s Word and Jesus ’Love is Shared, 

$6500 

Grant monies from this project continue to support the group home for six teenagers with intellectual and 

developmental disabilities (IDD).  In addition, it will make possible expanding the outreach of the newly formed 

Dominican Lutheran Church into government institutions housing children and adults with IDD, where training is 

given to staff and visits from church members share the love of Jesus through Bible stories, songs, visiting and 

personal interactions with the people and employees.  The government is asking for help in this area.  The long-

term goal: change the way the Dominican Republic society and government view and care for people with IDD. 

 

8.  Filling Haitian Tummies Opens Ears to the Gospel, $5000 

The goal of this grant is for Trinity HOPE to reach the children in the Lutheran Schools in Haiti with the Word of 

the Lord by providing a nutritious meal during the school day which enables them to be fed spiritually and 

witness first-hand Christ’s love for them. An estimated 62% of the Haitian population suffers from malnutrition; 

for many poor Haitian children, this is their only meal for the day. With this physical need met, they are able to be 

fed spiritually, becoming young missionaries to their families. This grant would provide a noon meal for 110 

children at a Lutheran school in Haiti for an entire school year. 
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9.  Financial Assistance for Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana Food and Clothing Co-

Op to Purchase Food, $5000 

Students at the seminary are just that – students.  They left their job and no longer have the financial flow of funds 

even though they have the same financial needs.   Spouses find it difficult to find employment because employers 

know these people will only be available a short time. The Concordia Theological Seminary is instrumental in 

attempting to lessen the stress of financial burden for the students.  The Food and Clothing Co-Op supplies 

between 80% - 85% of the student’s/family’s monthly food and household needs.  This grant will assist in 

keeping the food shelves filled with perishable food items such as eggs, cheese, milk, fruit juice, ground beef, 

fresh fruits and vegetables. 

 

 

10.  Healing Spaces, $6500 

Since 1952, the Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch have been helping children 10-18 years old who face severe 

psychiatric, emotional, behavioral and/or developmental challenges due to abuse, neglect, violence and more.  

The Ranch in Minot, North Dakota, and its Kruse Memorial Chapel have a project titled, “Healing Spaces”.  This 

encompasses weekly chapel experiences offering healing care of the Gospel and the life-giving presence of Christ 

Jesus to these children in desperate need of His mercy and hope.  The Kruse Memorial Chapel has not had major 

updates in two decades – the most in need are the restrooms with outdated structures.  These restrooms can be a 

negative influence on the children who are already trauma sensitive.  This grant would assist in the total re-

vamping of the restrooms. 

 

 

11.  Holy Cross Lutheran Mission Church Plant, $6500 

Since August 2017, Holy Cross Lutheran Mission has held weekly prayer gatherings in a restaurant in 

Hazelwood, a small neighborhood area of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania.  Christianity is diminishing in this area. 

Hazelwood is currently being redeveloped to prepare for revitalization.  It is expected that this revitalization will 

increase the population. Pittsburg Area Lutheran Ministries sees this as an opportunity to plant a church to help 

Hazelwood proclaim the Gospel of Christ. This past July 2019, Vicar Tim Kern and his wife arrived to continue 

the weekly prayer gatherings and grow the relations between the Hazelwood residents and the Faith Trinity 

Lutheran Church where he was installed.  This grant will assist in the financial costs to the Vicar as he reaches out 

to the younger residents of Hazelwood, leading to the ultimate goal of Holy Cross Mission becoming Holy Cross 

Lutheran Church. 

 

 

12.  Kissi Literacy and Scripture Engagement Program (Sierra Leone), $6500 

Lutheran Bible Translators (LBT) began developing a written language for the Kisssi people in Liberia in 1973 

and then began translation of the Bible into the Kissi language. Civil war in Liberia and Sierra Leone brought a 

halt to the Kissi people becoming literate. Literacy and Scripture Engagement classes are now teaching the Kissi 

people to read and write so they can read God’s Word in the language they speak. The people have lost everything 

in the war and cannot afford the pencils and paper needed to learn to read and write. This grant would support the 

cost of learning materials, workshops to train literacy teachers and Scripture use facilitators, a small stipend for 

teachers, and monitoring of teachers. 

 

 

13.  Learning to Read with Luther’s Small Catechism in Ghana, $5000 

More than 250 languages are spoken in Ghana, currently Luther ’s Small Catechism has been translated into 5 of 

the most common ones.  With these project monies, Lutheran Heritage Foundation can produce the Catechism, 

along with a Child’s Garden of Bible Stories, at a low cost of $3.00 per book, to be used in Literacy classes in 

various villages.  Illiterate peoples will learn to read the Small Catechism, which contains the six chief parts of the 

Christian doctrine, which is a faster and easier way to understand the Word of God, while learning about God ’s 
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great love for them. This will be an invaluable tool for Ghana ’s pastor and missionaries to use while reaching out 

with the love of Jesus. 

 

 

14.  WITHDRAWN Lutheran Curriculum for St. John Lutheran School, $3000 

The St. John Lutheran School in Eagle Point, Oregon has been offering faith-based education in the 

Southern Oregon region for over 30 years.  It has grown from a Friday preschool to a school from 

preschool through fourth grade, serving fifty-four students. We are looking for the Bible History 

Concordia Edition religious curriculum, Exploring God’s Word Concordia Edition curriculum, Science 

Discovery Works Concordia Publishing House, as well as Make It, Shake it, Mix it up (44 Bible stories 

brought to life through science) by Nancy Kennedy, Concordia Publishing House.  This curriculum will 

enable instruction in the Biblical doctrine as professed in the LC-MS. 

 

 
15.  Lutheran Lambs Pre-School Teachers, $6500 

This project will help fund salaries for two half-time, English speaking Pre-School teachers in the new mission 

field in the village of the Valley of Peace in Belize, a refugee community for immigrants fleeing from the 

Salvadoran Civil War.  Pastor Duane Meissner has helped establish the first Lutheran church in Belize and is 

working with missionaries Herb & Markie Burch to expand this ministry. Attending the Lutheran Lambs 

Preschool for a year, children will learn what Jesus did for them while acquiring essential English skills to help 

them when they begin their formal schooling.  This also will give an opportunity to interact with the community. 

 

 

16.  Project  “GO” (Gospel Outreach) – Share Jesus, $5000 

Our Lutheran Church Missouri Synod encourages people to get involved with short term missions.  People who 

have done these missions return energized and enthusiastic to share their experiences of how God ’s Word and His 

love impacted the people they encountered.  To do this though, each participant is responsible for his/her own 

expenses – airfare, food, lodging, trip materials etc.  BUT, Project “GO” – Share Jesus will offset a portion of 

those expenses so people can share the love of Jesus with others either locally or in other countries for a day or 

several days.  This is a wonderful opportunity to be able to share God ’s love with others. 

 

 

17.  Safeguarding Our School Children, $6350 

For nearly 70 years, Trinity Lutheran Church and School has provided schooling in an impoverished community 

in urban Mobile, Alabama to children most of whom are unchurched but who are now hearing of God’s Word.  

This area’s violence (murder, robbery, and burglary) is three times the national average.  Although the school’s 

security system exists,  it requires improvement to enhance safety for the 195 children who are enrolled in its 

childcare development center, grade school and after school tutoring programs, for the 125 children who attend 

the ten-week summer enrichment program, and for the parents, staff, and teachers using the facility.  This grant 

would help upgrade their security system to a level found in similarly sized elementary schools and childcare 

centers across the country. 

 

 

18.  Scholarship for Lutheran Diaconal Training for African Students, $6000 

Westfield House, of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of England, has been asked by the Lutheran Church of 

Ghana to assist in developing a diaconal training program for women who wish to continue training to serve as 

Deaconesses in their home country.  This mission is vital as in cultures where there are restrictions on the ways in 

which men and women can interact, it is of vital importance that theologically trained women are also available 

for women’s ministry.  This will help with the opportunities for women to serve as deaconesses in the church 

where they work alongside and under the supervision of pastors.   These funds will help cover the cost of a two-
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week intensive training for up to 10 students, including their travel, meals, tuition, airfares and related cost for the 

instructor. 

 

19.  Support for Concordia Seminary’s International Graduate School Students, $5000 

This proposal will help International Seminary students who do not have resources to afford advanced theological 

preparation for ministry, which their countries do not offer.  When they earn their advanced-level degrees they 

will return to their home countries to assume important roles in sharing the Gospel message throughout many 

nations.  The majority of these students will become professors at their countries  ’seminaries and serve as leaders 

in growing their church bodies.  The global students who become seminary professors overseas will lead in 

raising up the next generation of pastors who will reach out to the unchurched and share the Gospel throughout 

foreign lands. 

 

 

20.  Support for Lutheran Family Services of Haiti, Jacmel Lutheran Home, $6000 

Through a LWML mission grant, the Jacmel Lutheran Home was completed in February 2019, in response to a 

need to care for the elderly in Haiti. Life expectancy in Haiti is in the mid-fifties. Those who live longer often 

have no family left to support or care for them. This home is the first of its kind in Haiti, ministering to a forgotten 

sector of Haitian society. Jacmel Lutheran Home is part of Lutheran Villages in Jacmel, operated by Mission in 

Ministry, in partnership with LCMS, to support the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Haiti. Funds from this grant 

would be used to operate Jacmel Lutheran Home and provide staffing by local Haitian citizens. 

 

 

21.  Taking the Gospel to B.C. North, $6500 

Lutheran Association of Missionaries and Pilots(LAMP) Ministry Inc.is committed to recruiting, training, 

supporting, and sending volunteer missionaries to teach Scripture and proclaim the Gospel in remote northern 

communities.  This project will enable LAMP Ministry to recruit, train and send many more volunteer 

missionaries to teach Indigenous children in northern Canada about the love of Jesus.  These children likely will 

not have any source of personal organized Christian education or witness to the Gospel. The rate of youth suicide 

is over 15% as youth take their own lives out of despair and hopelessness.  LAMP offers hope and healing to save 

these children from a senseless death. 
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  TALLY SHEET FOR MISSION GRANTS 

2020–2022 Biennium 

 New 

Ranking 

# Votes 

Received 

 

Mission Grants 

 

Amount 

1   Bridge of Hope CARE Pantry Expansion $5,500 

 

2   A Bridge to Jesus — the SSS Soccer Clinic and Beyond $6,000 

 

3   Bringing Christ’s Light to Those Living in Darkness $6,500 

 

4   Carrying Christ into the Heart of the Hispanic Home $6,500 

 

5   Equipping People with Intellectual and Developmental 

Disabilities to Sing, Tell, Declare His Marvelous Deeds 

$6,500 

6   Equipping Women for Word and Mercy Ministry through 

Deaconess Training in Latin America and the Caribbean 

$6,500 

7   Expanding the Dominican Republic Disability Ministry as God’s 

Word and Jesus’ Love is Shared 

$6,500 

8   Filling Haitian Tummies Opens Ears to the Gospel $5,000 

 

9   Financial Assistance for Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort 

Wayne, Indiana Food and Clothing Co-op to Purchase Food 

$5,000 

10   Healing Spaces $6,500 

 

11   Holy Cross Lutheran Mission Church Plant $6,500 

 

12   Kissi Literacy and scripture Engagement Program (Sierra 

Leone) 

$6,500 

 

13   Learning to Read with Luther’s Small Catechism in Ghana $5,000 

14   Lutheran Curriculum for St. John Lutheran School $3,000 

 

15   Lutheran Lambs Preschool Teachers $6,500 

 

16   Project “GO” (Gospel Outreach) — Share Jesus $5,000 

 

17   Safeguarding our School Children $6,350 

 

18   Scholarship for Lutheran Diaconal Training for African Students $6,000 

 

19   Support for Concordia Seminary’s International Graduate 

School Students 

$5,000 

20   Support for Lutheran Family Services of Haiti, Jacmel Lutheran 

Home 

$6,000 

21   Taking the Gospel to B.C. North $6,500 
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1943 First Mite Box collection from Albany 15.46$                

Furnishing of District office 385.05$              

1944 Circuit Rider 4,000.00$           

1946 Deaconess Scholarship at Valparaiso 800.00$              

Total 5,200.51$           

1948-1950 Support of two Parish Workers 2,091.07$           

Total 2,091.07$           

1952-1954 Support for Parish Workers 5,000.00$           

Support of Church Extension Fund 4,000.00$           

Total 9,000.00$           

1954-1956 Orphanage at Moreira, Taquara, Brazil 5,000.00$           

Redeemer Church for Deaf, Seattle, Washington 5,000.00$           

If possible, also gifts of $1,000 each to chapel at Pullman, Washington and to the 

mission at Juneau, Alaska
2,000.00$           

Total 12,000.00$         

1956-1958 Support Parish Workers 2,500.00$           

Chapel in Southern Oregon 2,500.00$           

Total 5,000.00$           

(First Oregon District Convention)

1958-1950 Chapel in the Philippines 2,500.00$           

Support for Parish Workers 2,500.00$           

Approved the reimbursement of $875 to NW District Church Extension for furnishing 

of Student Center in Eugene.
875.00$              

Total 5,875.00$           

1960-1962 Building Fund for Third Unit of Good Shepherd Home of the West 3,000.00$           

Building of a children's ward at the hospital in Eket, Nigeria, West Africa 3,000.00$           

Total 6,000.00$           

1962-1964 Combined Nigerian Project:  $1,500 for aid to two Nigerian medical students and 

$1,500 to furnishings for the boarding house for missionary children in Nigeria, 

West Africa

3,000.00$           

Northwest District Church Extension Fund earmarked for Lakeview, Oregon 3,000.00$           

Total 6,000.00$           

1964-1966 Northwest District Church Extension Fund earmarked for Monmouth, Oregon 3,500.00$           

Northwest District  Church Extension Fund earmarked for Juneau (1,750) and 

Chugiak ($1,750) Alaska
3,500.00$           

Total 7,000.00$           

NORTHWEST

OREGON

OREGON DISTRICT

LUTHERAN WOMEN'S MISSIONARY LEAGUE
MISSION GRANTS AND PROJECTS HISTORY

OREGON-WASHINGTON-IDAHO ORGANIZED, 1941

OREGON-WASHINGTON
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1966-1968 Grant in aid for students training for professional service in the church 2,500.00$           

District Campus work promotion 1,500.00$           

Furnishings for chapels:  Eugene - Bethany; Pleasant Hill; Corvallis; Stayton - Calvary' 

Oakridge - St. Luke's; La Grande
3,000.00$           

Funds for clinical training of District Chaplains 1,000.00$           

Total 8,000.00$           

1968-1970 Provide aid for Rev. Akpan Udo Isang who is attending Concordia, Portland 1,000.00$           

Lutheran Braille Workers, Inc. 2,400.00$           

Furniture for Concordia Middle School, Taiwan 2,000.00$           

Lutheran Family Service of Oregon 1,500.00$           

Materials to be used by Campus Pastors at OSU and U of O 1,000.00$           

Furnishings for New Chapel at Kenai, Alaska 500.00$              

Grant in Aid for Person Training for Professional Church Work 100.00$              

Total 8,500.00$           

1970-1972 Aid for Rev. Akpan Udo Isang who will attend St. Louis Seminary 1,000.00$           

School for the Deaf, Kon Kong, Audio-Visual Equipment 1,000.00$           

Washougal Honor Camp 1,000.00$           

Correspondence Course, Korea 500.00$              

Adult Education, New Guinea 3,000.00$           

Institutional Chaplains Training 500.00$              

Taiwan Middle School 1,500.00$           

Chapel Furnishings, Estacada, Oregon 500.00$              

To be applied to help build chapel at LaPine, Oregon 1,000.00$           

Total 10,000.00$         

1972-1974 Good Shepherd Home, Northwest Unit 1,000.00$           

Work Among the American Indians in Montana 3,000.00$           

Scholarships for Oregon District Students at Synodical Schools 3,000.00$           

Salem Institutional Chaplaincies 1,200.00$           

Ministry to Underprivileged in Portland area 1,500.00$           

Lutheran Youth Alive 2,000.00$           

Lutheran Bible Translators 800.00$              

Scholarships for Deaconess Association 1,000.00$           

Institutional Chaplain's Literature Fund 500.00$              

Mission Library - Northwest District Office 500.00$              

Total 14,500.00$         

1974-1976 Hope Church for the Deaf (a van for transportation 4,500.00$           

Good Shepherd Home of the West 2,500.00$           

Scholarships - Oregon District Students at Synodical Schools 5,000.00$           

Campus Ministry at Oregon and Oregon State Universities 1,000.00$           

Palmer, Alaska for furnishings 1,000.00$           

Day Care Center, Juasi, Ghana, Africa 1,000.00$           

Total 15,000.00$         
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1976-1978 Indians in Neah Bay and LaPush, Washington 3,000.00$           

Aid to Good Shepherd Home, Cornelius, Oregon 2,400.00$           

Christian Reading Materials in Jails 1,000.00$           

Student Aid, Northwest District 3,000.00$           

Concordia Lutheran High School, Portland, Oregon 1,000.00$           

Hispanic Mission in the Yakima Valley of Washington 1,000.00$           

Office Equipment, Peace Church, Philomath Oregon 1,000.00$           

Tools for Teaching - Institutional Chaplain, Salem Oregon 1,200.00$           

Tools for Teaching - Holy Trinity, London 1,400.00$           

Total 15,000.00$         

1978-1980 Lutheran High School Scholarship Fund 2,000.00$           

Campus Ministry 1,000.00$           

Student Aid for Oregon District Students 5,000.00$           

Northwest District Minority Student Aid 3,000.00$           

Lutheran High School Chapel Fund 2,000.00$           

Micronesian Student Aid 2,000.00$           

Eagle Point, Oregon, Worship and/or Office Supplies 1,500.00$           

Tualatin, Oregon Worship and/or Office Supplies 500.00$              

Total 17,000.00$         

1980-1982 Hope Lutheran Church for the Deaf, Portland 4,000.00$           

Oregon District Scholarship Fund 6,000.00$           

American Bible Society 1,200.00$           

LaPine Lutheran Church, LaPine, Oregon 1,500.00$           

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Battleground, Washington 1,500.00$           

Concordia College Lounge & Study Furniture 3,000.00$           

El Colegia, Puerto Barrios, Guatemala 675.00$              

Korean Lutheran Church 1,125.00$           

Total 19,000.00$         

1982-1984 Oregon District Seminary Student Grants 6,000.00$           

Bethel Lutheran School Tondo, Philippines 3,500.00$           

Interpreting Service for Deaf Seminary Students 4,500.00$           

Herman Hawkins, Black Seminarian 1,000.00$           

Luther House, Corvallis, Oregon 3,000.00$           

Lutheran Association of Missionaries and Pilots (LAMP) 3,000.00$           

Total 21,000.00$         

1984-1986 Oregon District Seminary Grant 7,000.00$           

Lutheran Braille Workshop, Gresham OR (Redeemer) 1,700.00$           

Student Aid for Northwest District Professional Ministry Students 3,000.00$           

Resurrection Lutheran Church, San Salvador (sewing machines) 1,500.00$           

Ghana School - Playground Equipment 1,000.00$           

Lutheran Bible Translators Emergency Fund 2,000.00$           

New Life Christian Network 2,400.00$           

Cross-Cultural Children's VBS - Salem, Oregon 2,000.00$           

Faith Mission, Rogue River, Oregon 1,500.00$           

First Lutheran, Lakeview, Oregon (office equipment) 900.00$              

Total 23,000.00$         
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1986-1988 Oregon District Seminary Grant 7,000.00$           

Student Aid for Professional Work Students 3,000.00$           

Scholarship to Minority Seminarians on the Master of Divinity Level 3,000.00$           

Vancouver Seamen's Mission 2,000.00$           

Christian Braille for Chine 1,375.00$           

Offices for Missionaries Barnes and Brinkley in Togo, Africa 5,600.00$           

Braille Mustard Seeds 625.00$              

Total 22,600.00$         

1988-1990 Financial Aid for Seminarians 10,000.00$         

Financial Aid for Professional Church Workers 5,000.00$           

Called to Serve Grant, Concordia College, Portland 3,000.00$           

Lutheran Braille Workers - China 2,000.00$           

Motorbikes for Northern Liberia 2,500.00$           

Inner City Ministries, Portland 1,500.00$           

Total 24,000.00$         

1990-1992 Scholarship Funds for Seminarians from Oregon District LWML 12,000.00$         

Scholarship Funds for Professional Church Work Students at LCMS Schools 6,000.00$           

Staffing for Mission, Church of the Master, Canby, Oregon 6,000.00$           

Furnishings, Day Care Center, Lutheran Inner-City Ministries 1,400.00$           

Total 25,400.00$         

1992-1994 Financial Aid to Ministerial Seminary Students 10,000.00$         

Emergency Medical Evacuation of Missionaries 2,500.00$           

Hope Lutheran Church for the Deaf:  Computer hardware and software 2,000.00$           

Financial Aid Commissioned Ministry Religion Student 5,000.00$           

Hope Lutheran Church, Ministry Among the Mormons 1,500.00$           

Library for the Blind 1,500.00$           

Braille Education Scriptures for Hungarian Christians 3,000.00$           

Institutional Ministries Computer 1,500.00$           

Concordia School Scholarship for Venezuelan Children 1,000.00$           

St. Michael's ASK Program 325.00$              

Lutheran Campus Ministry, OSU, Laser Printer (Partial funded) 525.00$              

Total 28,850.00$         

1994-1996 Lutheran Inner-City Ministry, Child Care Facility Furnishings 1,000.00$           

Lutheran Inner-City Ministry, Staff Position, Volunteer Coordinator/Education 

Director
6,000.00$           

Makah Lutheran Church Resource Center 3,000.00$           

New Mission Work - Kazakhstan 5,000.00$           

Hispanic Lutheran Hour Radio Ministry, Woodburn, Oregon 2,600.00$           

Seminary Vicarages Among American Indians 4,000.00$           

Graduate School Expenses for Lutheran Bible Translator Missionaries 2,000.00$           

Pre-Theology Program Recruitment, Concordia, Portland 2,000.00$           

All Nations English Dictionary 1,000.00$           

Cross-Cultural Evangelism/Lay-Leadership Training Ghana, West Africa 3,000.00$           

Alaska Mission Committee:  Servant Event Ministry (partially funded) 1,400.00$           

Total 31,000.00$         
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1996-1998 Salem Lutheran Elementary 2,750.00$           

Circuit 9 Hispanic Ministry 5,000.00$           

Good Shepherd Home of the West 2,600.00$           

Lutheran High School - Tiosovec, Slovakia 3,000.00$           

Forest Hills Lutheran School 1,750.00$           

Scholarship Fund Oregon District LWML 6,000.00$           

English Teaching Missionaries of China 6,000.00$           

Adopt-A-Student Program Concordia St. Louis (partially funded) 5,000.00$           

Total 32,100.00$         

1998-2000 Youth Outreach Unlimited Bible Class 4,000.00$           

Cote d'Ivoire Maternity Center 6,500.00$           

Lutheran Hispanic Ministries 5,000.00$           

Christ Lutheran School 2,000.00$           

Concordia University Mission Institute 2,000.00$           

Creation Instruction 5,000.00$           

Circuit  9 Hispanic Ministry, partially funded 2,185.00$           

Macau Ministry Center, partially funded 3,657.50$           

Forest Hills Lutheran School, partially funded 3,657.50$           

Total 34,000.00$         

2000-2002 Two Grinding Mills in Sudan 6,000.00$           

Media Evangelism for the Deaf 6,600.00$           

LCMS World Mission - Blind Ministry 2,000.00$           

Good Shepherd Lutheran Home 2,500.00$           

Tacoma Seafarers 5,000.00$           

Concordia University Mission Institute 2,000.00$           

Mission at Chiquimula, Guatemala 5,000.00$           

Friends of Literacy 5,000.00$           

LCMS World Mission - Chile Outreach 900.00$              

Total 35,000.00$         

2002-2004 Emergency Medical Evacuation of Missionaries 3,000.00$           

Fort Vancouver Seafarers Center 5,886.00$           

Shout It! Sing It!  Share It! 4,000.00$           

Lutheran Curriculum for St. John Lutheran School 5,000.00$           

Southern Idaho Circuit Rider 2,500.00$           

Hispanic Ministry 3,000.00$           

Lutheran Bible Translators Missionary Candidate Training 3,200.00$           

For the Sake of the Church 3,000.00$           

God's Grace Brings Guatemala' Children into the 21st Century 5,000.00$           

Curriculum for Chinese Bible Schools 2,500.00$           

Volunteer Youth Ministry Program in Japan and Taiwan 2,414.00$           

Total 39,500.00$         

2004-2006 Scholarships for Seminarians from Oregon District 6,000.00$           

Diakonia Compassionate Ministry 5,800.00$           

Latino Ministry/Shared Evangelist 5,000.00$           

Passing on the Faith, Coos Bay 2,500.00$           

Alaska Missions for Christ 2,500.00$           

Project "GO" SHARE JESUS! 5,000.00$           

Equipping Lutheran Leaders-Guatemala 5,000.00$           

NW District LCMS Vietnamese Ministries 5,000.00$           

Support of Work in Czech Republic 2,000.00$           

Cross-Roads Ministries, partially funded 3,950.00$           

Total 42,750.00$         



 41 

2006-2008 Scholarships for Seminarians from Oregon District 6,000.00$           

Concordia Seminary food/clothing Co-op 6,000.00$           

Evangelism Camps and Transportation in Alaska 5,000.00$           

Project Go-Share Jesus 5,000.00$           

LAMP's Summer Sports Youth Ministry 5,000.00$           

Lutheran Bible Translators South Africa 6,000.00$           

Lutheran Blind Missions 4,000.00$           

Lutheran Latino Ministries 6,500.00$           

World Missions:  Belarusian/Koltesche Seminary Support 5,000.00$           

I-AM (Intermountain Advanced Ministries for Young Adults) 6,500.00$           

Total 55,000.00$         

2008-2010 Scholarships for Seminarians from Oregon District 6,000.00$           

Trinity/HOPE - TO FEED the Children in Lutheran Schools in Haiti 5,000.00$           

Concordia Theological Seminary=Food/Clothing Co-op, Ft. Wayne 6,000.00$           

Project - "Go: Share Jesus - Oregon District LWML Women in Mission 5,000.00$           

Latino Circuit Rider Ministry 6,500.00$           

Scholarship Funding for the Themba Trust/Siyathemba Girls High School of 

Dirkiesdrop, South Africa
5,000.00$           

Helping Children in Dominican Republic Learn of Jesus Our Savior 5,000.00$           

Lutheran Women in Mission - ENCOURAGING Missionaries 5,000.00$           

The Morning Star Club and Mentoring Program 5,500.00$           

Little Lambs Learning Center - Preschool and Aftercare 6,500.00$           

Computers for Bible Translation in Nigeria 2,500.00$           

Total 58,000.00$         

2010-2012 LCMS Board for Pastoral Education, LCMS Joint Seminary Fund - Student Assistance 

Matching Grant
5,000.00$           

Religious Life Curriculum Project for God's People with Intellectual and 

Developmental Disabilities
6,500.00$           

Out of the Orphanage and into the Family of Christ - The development of Lutheran 

Group Homes for Children and Youth with Intellectual and Developmental 

Disabilities in the Dominican Republic

6,500.00$           

St. John Lutheran School Curriculum Project in Eagle Point, Oregon 6,500.00$           

Repair, Repaint, Revitalize and Renew First Evangelical Lutheran Church, Burns, 

Oregon
6,500.00$           

The Gospel for Latino People for a Circuit Rider 6,500.00$           

Financial Assistance for LWML Women Pursuing a degree in Professional Church 

Work in the LCMS
6,000.00$           

Ethnic Mission:  Translating and Teaching the Word of God in the Pacific Northwest
6,000.00$           

Opening a New Outreach Center for the Blind in Portland, OR and Providing Training 

for the New Director
5,000.00$           

LCMS Campus Ministry Training Center with LCMS World Mission 3,600.00$           

Library Resources, Lutheran Seminary, Atsimoniniavaka, Madagascar (Partially 

Funded)
3,900.00$           

Total 62,000.00$         
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2012-2014 Production Cost of Two Oregon District Lutheran Braille Workers' Centers 6,000.00$           

Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana, Food/Clothing Co-Op 6,500.00$           

Project "GP" (Gospel Outreach) - Share Jesus 5,000.00$           

Developing Religious Life Curriculum for God's People with Intellectual and 6,500.00$           

Unequally Yoked - PABLO 5,000.00$           

The Gospel for Latino People 6,500.00$           

Dream Catcher Youth Group 5,000.00$           

Rural Outreach - Burns, OR 6,020.00$           

International (Partner Church) Graduate Student Support at Concordia Seminary, St. 

Louis, MO
6,500.00$           

Nord Est Haiti Lutheran Mission, Boys' Orphanage Kitchen 6,500.00$           

TLC Child Development Center, Mt. Angel, OR 2,660.00$           

Joseph Food Security Project 5,320.00$           

Total 67,500.00$         

2014-2016 Isaiah's Promise in Memory of Isabel Schutz 3,950.00$           

Trinity/HOPE 5,000.00$           

LPFM Radio 6,500.00$           

Graduate Studies for the International Lutheran Leaders at Concordia Seminary, St. 

Louis
3,950.00$           

A Bridge to Jesus-The SSS Soccer Clinic and Beyond 5,000.00$           

Assisting Youth/College Students to "Be a Friend/Camp Counselor" at Bethesda 

Lutheran Communities Summer Camp
6,500.00$           

Expanding Outreach to Native Americans on the Olympic Peninsula, Washington
5,000.00$           

Project "GO" (Gospel Outreach)-Share Jesus  (Partially funded) 3,000.00$           

Diakonia Children's Christian Rescue Center in Oriang, Kenya 6,500.00$           

New and Transforming Campus Ministries in Oregon 3,600.00$           

Braille Portals of Prayer 4,000.00$           

Send, Preach, Believe! Carrying God's Word to Latinos 1,150.75$           

Preparing Missional leadership through the Mission Training Center 1,150.75$           

Disability and Diakonia in the Dominican Republic 6,500.00$           

Mighty Fortress Mercy House in Lima, Peru 6,000.00$           

Total 67,801.50$         

2016-2018 Carrying Christ into the Heart of the Hispanic Home 6,500.00$           

A Bridge to Jesus-The SSS Soccer Clinic and Beyond 5,000.00$           

Christ in Belize 5,000.00$           

Trinity/HOPE 5,000.00$           

Help for Families: Facing a Life Threatening Illness Holding Christ's Hand 3,315.00$           

Soldiers of the Cross 2,000.00$           

Scholarships for Pastoral Education for African students at Westfield House 6,500.00$           

Christ Care for Kenya 4,320.00$           

Growing the Gospel for At-Risk Kids 4,000.00$           

Project "GO" (Gospel Outreach)-Share Jesus 1,500.00$           

Unequally Yoked-Educating Christian Youth Concerning the Perils of Intermarriage 

with Muslims
5,000.00$           

St. Andrew Lutheran Church Plant 6,500.00$           

"The Christ Connection"-A Prayer Book for Personal or Group Use by People of ALL 

Abilities
3,115.00$           

Total 57,750.00$         
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Proposed 2020-2022 Budget 

Operating Mission Goal for the Oregon District 

The Oregon District Finance Committee, with the approval from the Executive Committee 

and Board of Directors, recommends that the budget for the 2020-2022 biennium be 

set at $187,420. 
 

Oregon District Operating Expenses $ 90,400 

Oregon District Mission Grants $ 97,020 

Proposed Mission Goal $187,420 

This includes $97,020 for Mission Grants in which 25% goes to LWML (National) and 75% 

goes for the LWML Oregon District Mission Grants. This breaks down to: 
 

National Grants (25%) $24,255.00 

Oregon District Grants (75%) $72,765.00 

 $97,020.00 

The Proposed Mission Grant Goal of $97,020 is an increase of $270 over last biennium. 

 

2018-2020 Mentoring for Ministry (partially funded) $2,312.00

Bible Storybooks for Vietnamese Immigrant Families (partially funded) $2,202.00

Lace Up with Love-Love INC Shoe Drive (partially funded) $5,562.50

Mobile Dental Van Program with Medical Teams International $5,770.00

Sharing Jesus with People of ALL Abilities $6,500.00

Cultural Arts Center Kitchen Completion, Neah Bay $5,500.00

Project "GO" (Gospel Outreach)-Share Jesus $3,500.00

Support Nathan Schmidt's LAMP Ministry in B.C., Canada $6,500.00

Mentoring Alaska Native Teen Leaders $6,500.00

Expanding the Disability Ministry in the Dominican Republic as God's Word and 

Jesus' Love is Shared
$6,500.00

Financial Aid Funds for Latino Children to Attend Trinity Lutheran School $5,000.00

Equipping Ethnic Women Leaders in the Oregon LWML District LCMS Congregations 

through the LWML Heart to Heart Sister Program (partially funded)
$300.00

Lutherans for Life Post-Abortion Crisis Hotline Expansion $4,000.00

Financial Assistance for the Concordia Theological Seminary Food and Clothing Co-op $5,000.00
Trinity HOPE Haitian Feeding Program $5,000.00

Total $70,146.50

Mites that God has Graciously Provided $962,564.58
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LWML Oregon District Bylaws Proposed Amendments – June 27, 

2020    
Proposed Amendments to Oregon District LWML Bylaws   

If proposed amendments are adopted, the LWML Oregon District Structure Committee requests 
permission to renumber and re-letter sections to account for deletions and insertions and make any 

necessary spelling and typographical corrections.   

Proposed Amendment 1. ARTICLE XIV – Section 6 – Special Focus Ministries, a. Rationale: To clarify 

the wording of the bylaw.   

EXISTING BYLAWS READ:   

a. encourage women of diverse ethnic backgrounds of the District LCMS congregation to become active 

participation in LWML;   

IF ADOPTED WILL READ:   

a. encourage women of diverse ethnic backgrounds of the District LCMS congregations to become 

active participants in LWML;   

 

Proposed Amendment 2. ARTICLE 9 – Section 3 - Planner   

Rationale: To include Standing Rule #23 into the bylaws and remove it from Standing Rules   

IF ADOPTED WILL READ:   

Section 3 – Planner and Visioning Committee  

The Planner shall:   

a. be responsible for focusing the LWML vision, goals, and primary targets through the planning 

process;   

b. serve as planning liaison/networker with the Northwest District LCMS and other entities.   
  

The Visioning Committee shall:   

a. consist of the Planner as chairman three or more additional members with a   Pastoral 

Counselor as advisor. The President, as an ex officio member, is to be   invited to all 

Visioning Committee meetings.   

b. to lay out major goals and programs of the District.   
  

Proposed Amendment 3. One-word change affects 7 Articles:   
Article VI – Duties of Officers, Section 1, d.  
Article IX – Appointed Officers, Section 1, h.  
Article X – Special Appointed Personnel, Section 1, f.  
Article XIII – Pastoral Counselors, Section 3, g.  
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Article XIV – Departments and Standing Committee Section 1, e. Article XV – Special Committees, 

Section 3a.  
Article XV – Special Committees, Section 3d.   

Rationale: change Leaders Manual to Procedures Manual to match National LWML Bylaws   

EXISTING BYLAWS READ:   
Leaders Manual.   
IF ADOPTED WILL READ:   
Procedures Manual.   

 

 

 

 

LWML Oregon District Bylaws Proposed Amendments – June 27, 2020   

In Favor Opposed 

  Proposed Amendment #1 is to strike participation and add participants in 

the bylaw. Rationale is to clarify the wording of the bylaws   

  Proposed Amendment #2 is to make Standing Rule #23 a bylaw by adding 

a Visioning Committee for the Planner. Rationale is to establish guidance 

for the Visioning Committee.   

  Proposed Amendment #3 is to strike Leaders and add Procedures where 

appropriate in our bylaws. Rationale is to conform to the National LWML 

Procedures Manual.   

 

Approval for renumber and reletter sections of the Bylaws if above amendments are 
approved. 

In Favor Opposed  

  

If proposed amendments are adopted, the LWML Oregon District Structure 
Committee requests permission to renumber and re-letter sections to 
account for deletions and insertions and make any necessary spelling and 
typographical corrections. 
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Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture references are from the English Standard Version. 
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District President             Carmen Nagel  

 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice (Philippians 4:4). 

Biennium Tasks Completed 

Conducted 2018 LWML Oregon District Convention and worked with the Convention Co-

Chairmen planning the 2020 District Convention 

Assembly of Leaders Training and completed the commitment to share with to zones and Board 

of Directors 

Prepared and conducted Executive Committee and Board of Directors meetings. 

Represented the Oregon District at three LWML Presidents’ Assembly (formerly known as 

LWML Board of Directors) 

Attended the LWML Convention in Mobile, Alabama with the delegates and guests from the 

Oregon District. 

Attended Lutheran Latino Ministry meetings and installation of Vicar Ruberto 

Attended installations of Pastors within the Oregon District 

Attended Zone Rallies and Leadership Workshops 

Conducted all LWML Oregon District business as required 

Prepared reports for the Oregon District and LWML Presidents’ Assembly 

Approved and signed financial vouchers for district Mission Grants 

Presented a LWML Mission Grant (partially funded) to Mobile Medical Mercy Mission Bus for 

$55,000 

Served with a wonderful and supportive Executive Committee and Board of Directors.  Thank 

you!  

Looking Forward   

As a new biennium begins, and I encourage you to focus on Jesus Christ as you “Serve the Lord 

with Gladness.”  I look forward to listening to the Lord and answering His call to serve Him 

wherever and whenever He has need of me.   

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give 

you a future and a hope. 12 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear 

you. 13 You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart (Jeremiah 29:11-13). 
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Vice President of Christian Life                                                   Debbie Weaver 

 

And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through Him (Colossians 3:17 NIV). 

Biennium Tasks 

It has been a great pleasure to serve as the Vice President of the Christian Life Committee for the 

past two years.   

I have spent time traveling to various areas in Washington and Oregon attending various Oregon 

District Zone Rallies during this time.  From Medford, OR to Vancouver, WA the women of the 

Oregon District continue to rejoice in the mission of spreading the good news of Jesus Christ and 

in the various communities through the various in-gatherings that have taken place.  I have 

formed countless new friendships by attending these rallies.  

Each month the Christian Life Committee produces the Christian Life Notes for distribution 

throughout the Oregon District and on the Oregon District website.  Each committee member is 

assigned a month in which they write the main message to be shared.  Messages are written to 

uplift the women of the Oregon District and their congregations.   

The Christian Life Committee also writes articles for the Oregon Leaguer which spread the 

goods news of the risen Lord and promote the fellowship of the women in the District. 

The Christian Life Committee members continue to have “prayer partners” assigned to the 

Executive Committee members and to each of the Zone President.  Communication to our 

partners usually occurs through electronic communication and on a regular basis, but other 

methods, such as phone calls, sending a note or a card happen as well.  It is important to hold 

these members up in prayer and support the work they are doing in the Oregon District.  

The Fall Retreat in September, 2019 “Beautiful Feet” based on Romans 10:15 “How beautiful 

are the feet of those who preach the good news” had women standing on their feet singing 

praises to our God.  We also had the privilege of learning how to read and study the Bible 

through our guest speaker, and former National LWML President, Jan Wendorf.  86 women, 

including our pastoral counselors, learned how we each wear different shoes and the roles that 

these shoes play when worn by a woman of faith. 

I also had the honor to join President Carmen Nagel, Sr. Pastor Counselor Gary Krumdieck, and 

VP of Communications Carol Reis at the Assembly of Leaders which was held in St. Louis, MO. 

in November, 2018.  This was truly the best activity I participated in during this biennium.  I 

made many new friends, came away with new tools to share with the women in the Oregon  



 
 

 
 
52 

 

District and survived the hotel fire alarm while standing in the freezing rain/snow mix while 

waiting for the fire department to arrive.  I continue to be blessed by this event and the 

friendships I formed during this time.   And I truly believe that Christ indeed if the Leader of 

ALL! 

Looking Forward 

It is with joy that I look forward to serving in my role for the next biennium! 

Plans are already underway for the 2021 Fall Retreat and news of the retreat location and retreat 

theme will be released within a few months.  The Christian Life Committee is working on 

developing a procedure manual for retreat planning that can be used in the future by the Oregon 

District.  

My husband is already navigating the map for where we will travel in the next two years to 

attend Oregon District Zone Rallies.  He is getting as much joy out of these trips as I am as we 

take our two dogs and our camper and get to see sights of Oregon that we haven’t visited before.   

The joy I come away with from attending the Zone Rallies is immeasurable and I hope to visit 

churches that I have not been to previously.  I am taking photos each time I visit a new church 

and over the next biennium I hope to have an album put together of the churches I have visited 

while serving in the Oregon District.   

The Christian Life Committee will continue to support and uplift the women of the Oregon 

District through the publication of the monthly Christian Life Notes and the articles in the 

Oregon Leaguer. 

The Committee members will also be working to keep the Christian Life page of the Oregon 

District website updated with new information, support the members through devotions and 

support the Zone Presidents as they plan for their zone rallies.  Equipping the women of the 

Oregon District to share their faith and to continue their walk with the Lord is a main focus in the 

next biennium.  
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Vice President of Communication                                                    Carol Reis  

 

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through him (Colossians 3:17). 

Biennium Tasks: 

† With the assistance of Janet Schultz, kept the LWML Oregon District web updated 

† Attended all EC and BoD meetings 

† Participated in electronic EC meetings 

† Attended various rallies as District Representative and as a guest 

Looking Forward: 

I would like to see the Communications Department work with the other Departments to promote 

the LWML Oregon District, and to find new ways to enable the women of the Oregon District to 

follow our mission statement. 

Lutheran Women in Mission will, by God's grace, ignite, involve, equip and encourage women 

of the Oregon District to express their faith as servants of the Triune God through joyful 

Christian Ministry. 

 

 

 

Vice President of Gospel Outreach                                                          Liz Bier 

 

I pray that your partnership with us in the faith may be effective in deepening your 

understanding of every good thing we share for the sake of Christ (Philemon 1:6 NIV). 

It has been a joy to be in communication with recipients of LWML Oregon District Mission 

Grants and hear their contagious enthusiasm for the ministry to which God has called them. With 

praise to God and thanks for the mite-y women of the Oregon District, the mission goal for the 

2018-2020 Biennium has been fully funded! 
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Mission Grants funded: 

• Expanding the Disability Ministry in the Dominican Republic as God's Word  $6500 and 

Jesus Love is Shared 

• Financial Assistance for the Concordia Theological Seminary Food and $5000 Clothing Co-

op  

• Financial Aid Funds for Latino Children to Attend Trinity Lutheran School $5000 

• Lace Up with Love-Love INC Shoe Drive         $5562.50 

• Lutherans for Life Post-Abortion Crisis Hotline Expansion $4000 

• Mentoring Alaska Native Teen Leaders  $6500 

• Mobile Dental Van Program with Medical Teams International $6500 

• Sharing Jesus with People of ALL Abilities $6500 

• Support for Concordia Seminary's International Graduate School Students $6500 

• Support Nathan Schmidt's LAMP Ministry in B.C., Canada $6500 

• Trinity HOPE Haitian Feeding Program $5000 

 

Missions Grants to be funded when requested: 

• Reaching Visually Impaired Inmates with God's Love $6000 

• Worker Wellness for Chaplain Families $3000 

 

In addition, as approved by the Board of Directors 9/22/18: 

• A 2016-2018 Biennium Mission Grant for $5500, Grace Place Retreat for Native American Staff 

serving the Olympic Peninsula in Washington, was repurposed to Cultural Arts Center Kitchen 

Completion, and funded. 

• Extra monies were designated to and funded these Mission Grants: 

o Mentoring for Ministry, $2312 

o Bible Storybooks for Vietnamese Immigrant Families, $2202 

o  

I have benefitted from the combined wisdom and experience of the Gospel Outreach Committee. Thank 

you to Barbara Campbell, Nancy Fritch, and Betsy Ablott for their time and prayers. 

Looking Forward: 

• Paulette Stahlecker has been the lone member of the Mission Servants Committee (formerly Human 

Care) the past two years. Joyce Twiss has agreed to serve as chair of this committee. I look forward to 

finding additional members and helping them become an active committee. 

• I look forward to working with recipients of mission grants to be voted on in June for the next 

biennium. 

• I pray that gospel outreach will take place not only through district Mission Grants but through zones 

and societies finding mission opportunities all around them, as they Sing! Tell! Declare! God’s grace 

and Jesus’ salvation to a world hungry to hear this Good News. 
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Vice President of Special Focus Ministries                                 Nicole Knutson 

 

Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is the Lord your God who 

goes with you. He will not leave you or forsake you (Deuteronomy 31:6). 

• Biennium Tasks: Beginning the foundation for my new position as VP Special Focus 

Ministries. Recruiting Young Women Representatives for the 2019 LWML National 

Convention in Alabama- Lindah Hagglund and Marie Nelson, recruiting young women for 

the Young Women Committee — Linda Hagglund (YWR), Marie Nelson (YWR), Katie 

Kreklau, and Darla Schultze.  

• We began planning three activities for Young Women, Heart to Heart Sisters, and all 

convention attendees to participate in at the 2020 LWML Oregon District Convention. The 

three activities that we started to plan: 1. Prayer partners for the Young Women and Heart to 

Heart Sisters (matching them in pairs to be prayer partners for each other), LWML Bingo for 

the Young Women and Heart to Heart Sisters (LWML information for them to learn about, 

almost like a trivia game), and skit and pool time for all attendees (we were going to a skit at 

the pool for all convention attendees to watch and then have swim time). 

• Looking Forward: Although my time as VP Special Focus Ministries is ending, I hope that 

the next VP is able to work with these wonderful ladies to come up with events that can 

involve all young women in the LWML Oregon District. 

 

 

 

Vice President of Servant Resources                                      Janet Schultz 
 

 
"Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the 

earth!”  (Psalm 46:10). 

Biennium Tasks 

STRUCTURE 

Standing Rules - In collaboration with the structure committee and other officers, the Standing 

Rules were reviewed and revised to reflect the current and future needs of the Oregon District. 

The revisions were presented at the September 2019 Board of Directors Meeting for motion, 

discussion and vote. 
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Bylaws - Bylaws were reviewed and four proposed amendments were presented at the February 

2020 Board of Directors meeting for motion, discussion and vote to be placed on the ballot at 

convention. The voting body of the Oregon District will be able to cast their vote for three 

amendments in June. 

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 

I assisted and participated in two Leader Development workshops. The first at Calvary Lutheran 

Church in August 2019. The activities centered on communication and team building. The 

second workshop was February 21, 2020 in Cottage Grove. The theme was Let's Get LNK’d, 

focusing on Listening, Networking and Knowledge. 

Looking Forward 

The structure committee continues work on updating the Leader’s (Procedure) Manual. Feedback 

from elected and appointed officers is being reviewed. The focus is making sure the duties for 

each office is written in procedural format, specific to each elected and appointed position. 

During the Let's Get LNK’d workshop questions were generated on what LWML members 

would like to know, why do we do what we do and how do we equip and encourage. The 

feedback from these questions indicated that a leadership workshop, specifically addressing the 

needs of Zone Presidents, for Zone Presidents, would be welcomed. Other topics generated 

included mentoring for those interested in serving as officers, gain knowledge and wisdom from 

each other, especially our oldest members and foremost, pray together to listen to God’s calling.  

I would like to express my gratitude for being able to serve as the Interim VP of Servant 

Resources this last year. I appreciate the talent and commitment each committee member has 

provided during this time of working together. Thank you Coleen Gurske, Pat Reck, Carol Reis 

and Karen Clark. Thank you to all who serve in LWML for their prayers and guidance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recording Secretary                                                                    Char Kroemer 
 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In 

all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths (Proverbs 3:5–6). 

Biennium Tasks 

• Attended EC and BOD meetings, recorded and submitted meeting minutes for review; 

distributed minutes for final approval 

• Answered correspondence as necessary  

• Attended the district retreat, September 2019 
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• Represented Oregon District at zone rallies 

• Sent communication to ZPs for possible convention displays   

• Carried out responsibilities as directed by President Carmen 

Looking Forward 

 As the LWML Oregon District moves into the 2020–2022 biennium, may God guide our 

decisions, may we seek His will in all things, and may we sing, tell, and declare His glory in all 

we do. I pray that more women come to know the joy of LWML in serving Him with gladness.   

 

 

 

 

Financial Secretary                                                                     Connie Adams 

 
Your mercy, O Lord, is in the heavens; Your faithfulness reaches to the clouds (Psalm 36: 5 

NKJV). 

Moreover, it is required in stewards that one be found faithful (1 Corinthians 4: 2 (NKJV). 

I have had the privilege of witnessing the faithfulness of the women of LWML, in service and in 

stewardship of His resources. 

Joyful Accomplishments 

Worked closely with Treasurer to assure accuracy of deposits 

Worked with Finance Committee to create the budget 

Acted as District representative at multiple Zone Rallies 

As Financial Secretary, my duties are to receive and deposit all funds given to the OR District 

LWML.  The following is the summary of those deposits. 

2018-2020 Biennium Highlights: 

Mites collected - $101,605 

Society donations - $916 

Zone rally donations - $9,061 

Assessments collected - $15,290 

Gifts Fund receipts - $2,145 

Convention & Retreat registrations - $56,311 

Convention offerings (other than mites) - $3,742 

Quarterly subscriptions - $8,208 

Misc. receipts and interest - $4,023 

Total biennium receipts - $201,301 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+36%3A+5&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+4%3A+2&version=NKJV
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Looking Forward: 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve the OR District LWML as Financial Secretary for the past 

4 years.  I will continue to serve the District in other ways as God leads me.  And to Serve the 

Lord with Gladness! 

 

 

Treasurer Debra Schlueter’s reports are on pages 46–48. 

 

 

 

 

 

Nominations Committee Chairman                                              Karen Clark 

 

 
Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer (Romans 12:12). 

First, I want to thank my committee, Char Kolzow and Carol Reis for their input, 

encouragement, and prayers as we made this journey together these past two years.  I also want 

to thank all the women who prayerfully considered the positions that were put before them.  We 

found as a committee, that sometimes the person we thought was perfect for the position was not 

the one God had in mind. He always directed us to the right one. Therefore, we joyfully 

announce the following have answered God’s call: 

                           President   Carol Reis, Willamette Zone                                                                                                                      

                           Vice President of Servant Resources   Donna Geisler, Emerald Zone 

                           Vice President of Special Focus Ministries   Lindah Hagglund, Pacific Zone 

                           Financial Secretary           Still looking 

                           Nominating Committee    Kay Godfrey, Willamette Zone 

                                                                     Carmen Nagel, Willamette Zone 

                                                                     Mae Smith, Mt Hood Zone 

                         Pastoral Counselor              Still looking 

Personally, what started as a struggle for me has turned into a joyful journey with the lessons that 

God provided in trust, faith and perseverance. To God be the Glory! 
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Senior Pastoral Counselor                                           Rev. Gary Krumdieck 

 

 
The following is the responsibilities of the Senior Pastoral Counselor before, during, and after 

the Oregon District Convention. 

BEFORE: 

• Attend all meetings that relate to the services, bible studies, and other religious activities 

that will occur during the convention. 

• Do doctrinal review for any religious articles that are published for the upcoming 

convention. 

• Advise anyone who has religious questions about the religious activities in the planning 

of the convention. 

DURING: 

• Prepare, conduct, and review all religious activities preformed during the convention, 

including services, bible studies, etc. 

• Be available to anyone that is in need of pastoral counseling.  

• Be available for any duties requested by the L.W.M.L. outside of your religious 

responsibilities. 

AFTER: 

• Help cleanup, and review all religious activities that you were involved in during the 

convention. 

• Attend any review meetings that occur discussing the convention. 

• Attend to and teach any transitions that are occurring after the convention for the new 

senior pastoral and junior pastoral positions. 

All of the planning, prayers, joy, and love that have been poured into the preparation of the 

Oregon L.W.M.L. District Convention have been done to the glory of God.  May His continual 

blessings be upon us all as we go forward SINGING, TELLING, and DECLARING His 

glory. 
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Junior Pastoral Counselor                                                      Rev. Ted Will 

 

    In December of 2018, I was asked to fill the vacant Jr. Pastoral Counselor position of the 

Oregon District LWML.  I had had limited exposure to the LWML throughout my years of 

ministry, but my mom was an avid LWMLer and had wonderful things to say about its ministry.   

So, after prayerful consideration, I accepted the position. 

 

     This past year and a half has been a time of discovery for me.  I have discovered just how 

extensive the ministry of the LWML is.  As Jr. Pastoral Counselor, I had the privilege of 

representing the Oregon District at the 2019 National LWML Convention, in Mobile, Alabama, 

this past summer.  There, I was impressed with the international impact the LWML has in 

spreading the gospel through its many “Mighty Mite” grants.  It was also eye opening to see the 

ministries closer to home that were supported and under girded by the servant event projects at 

the convention.  Another thing that amazed me were the friendship networks formed by 

LWMLers.  It was like old home week as gals reconnected with one another from various parts 

of the country.  I have also seen this same comradery and fellowship among the LWMLers of the 

Oregon District, (both on the district and local levels), and I commend you for it.  You truly are 

an LWML family.   And I marvel at how you get things done.  The motto, “Serve the Lord with 

GLADNESS”, truly describes the attitude of the Oregon District.   

 

     As Jr. Counselor, I have not only discovered many things about the LWML, but I have 

reviewed many articles and publication materials, helped with worship at various LWML events, 

and been available for counsel and given encouragement to the District Board of Directors and 

Executive Committee.  This past year and a half has been an education for me into what the 

LWML is all about and how it carries out the Lord’s business as a valuable arm of our church 

body.  I must say, I am impressed and glad to be a part of it.   

 

     Let me also thank your Sr. Pastoral Counselor, Pastor Gary, for his assistance and guidance in 

learning the ropes, so to speak.  It has been greatly appreciated.   

 

     As the Lord has blessed this ministry in the past, may His Spirit continue to lead, guide and 

bless us as we “SING, TELL AND DECLARE THE MARVELOUS THINGS HE HAS DONE 

AND CONTINUES TO DO” 
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Corresponding Secretary                                                          Carole Covlin 

 

 

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him who have been 

called according to His purpose (Romans 8:28 NIV). 

Joyful Accomplishments: 

• Continued as Corresponding Secretary per President Carmen’s request 

• Sent out the Call to Meeting for EC/BoD Meetings from Meeting Manager, 

Glenda Dougherty 

• Gathered information and reports from the Executive Committee members and 

Board of Directors and sent them out for EC/BoD meetings  

• Attended the District Retreat in Salem at the Macleay Retreat & Conference 

Center in Salem in 2019 

• Attended the EC and BoD meeting in Cottage Grove in February 2020 

• Updated the Oregon District Directory, as needed 

• Forwarded information for: 

o President Carmen Nagel 

o Christian Life VP, Deb Weaver 

o Oregon District Prayer Chairman, Lynne Beck 

o LWML 

o Oregon District Personnel 

• Prayer for our District, Zones and Societies, our officers in each of these and for 

those people and situations sent out by our District Prayer Chain 

• Great joy in serving in the District and meeting and sharing with so many of my 

sisters in Christ  

 

 

 

 

 

Archivist-Historian                                                                         Joyce Twiss 

 

The year started out on a very busy schedule trying to figure out where, what, and how to 

organize, looking at what seemed to be a room full of files and totes, stacked to the ceiling. 
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2017: JESUS CHRIST ABOVE ALL 

Attended 2 BOD meetings. Two Zone Rallies. Went to St. Louis, MO. to attend 

Archivist/Historian Boot Camp. Had discussions on the new fonts, Logo, and colors that we will 

be using. Storage of files and photos. Only need 2 copies of District minutes, all reports 

submitted must be signed bottom of report. Still waiting on final report if we can use computer 

signed documents. Attended LWML National Convention in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Had 

meeting with Caroline Honeycutt, Archivist/Historian.  Went back to AH booth so Caroline 

could get a break before opening of convention. Spent most of the pre-convention seminar with 

Caroline Honeycutt, in the First Aid Station. (My broken leg and air cast, not happy with the heat 

and walking.) Later helped with the 75th Archivist/Historian display booth, in welcoming guest 

that stopped to visit. Visited with 5 past LWML Presidents.  Had pictures taken with them and 

several of our visiting youth. What fun to turn the young ones on to preserving History! Invited 

Elvira Brandt, past Oregon District Archivist/Historian to attend convention with me. (What a 

pair we were, her and the electric scooter and me with broken leg.) We attended several seminars 

and she sang in the choir. Convention was enlightening, successful, and fun. 

 

2018: CLEAN SLATE — CLEANSED IN CHRIST 

Attended 2 BOD meetings, 3 rallies, and Oregon District Convention. Contacted 9 Zones and 

invited them to help with the bringing of past conventions photos. Set up Display at Macleay 

Center, Salem Oregon. Made and brought LWML trees. Had photo leaves of future LWML 

ladies, youngest 6 months and up. Displayed photos of past presidents, retreats and Past District 

Conventions. Enjoyed visiting with several past Oregon District presidents and answering 

questions on how to preserve some of their own personal photos and documents. Did a 

spontaneous quick workshop, what fun and sharing. Displayed several Concordia Historical 

Institute Quarterlies from days of old. What a joy to hear a voice say “Hey look, look that is my 

Great Grandfather!” One of the many reasons I enjoy what I am doing. Received 4 full totes 

from past presidents. Received one tote that had 125 flyers and over 200 packet brochures. 

Keeping my recycle bin full, and a husband that is hoping our garbage pickup bill does not 

increase. Shared room space with Coleen Gurske. What a Gal! Loving sister in Christ with heart 

full of Love. Time came too soon to pack up and go home. Left with car full and looking forward 

to 38th Convention in Mobile, Alabama. 
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2019: IN PRAISE TO THE LORD 

Attended Archivist/Historian Boot Camp. Airport Hilton, St. Louis, MO.  President Patti Ross 

and Char Kroemer stopped by while we were in class to welcome all to boot camp. Attended 

BOD meetings, rallies, and the 38th National Convention. Was welcomed to Mobile, Alabama, 

that literally turned their city into LWML purple. My daughter attended her first convention. 

How blessed I was to share this special time with her. She started out dragging her heals and 

after a couple of hours she was in the middle of everything. And was making plans for 

Lexington, KY. Since we arrived 1 day early we went over to the convention center, spent the 

larger part of the day helping set up LWML store, never tagged so many pieces of jewelry. 

Several thousand. Went to the Bethesda Booth helped to give Mona a couple of breaks. 

Archivist/Historian booth Caroline Honeycutt had set up very elegant table for past/present 

LWML National Presidents to receive and do book signing. Jan Wendorf, Gloria Edwards, Patti 

Ross, Virginia Von Seggern, Kay Kreklau, Ida Mall, and Linda Reiser are the founding members 

of the Gifts of Love Legacy Circle. These ladies were kept very busy signing their books, 

visiting and answering questions. I was Oregon District Alternate Delegate. Attended the 

Caucus. Oregon President Carmen Nagel leading all who were in attendance in prayer. Attended 

lunch meetings with several speakers. Had so much fun meeting so many different LWML ladies 

from different states. We have 40 District Archivist/Historians not all have Archivist. Talked 

with Archivist how they were moving forward in the digital world. Very surprised to learn that 

many Districts have decided to wait for more info. Oregon Umbrella walkers stood out and the 

local news loved them. Worked putting calendars together, packing school backpacks, helped 

with putting braille books together. Oregon has 9 Zones 

2018-2020 our Mission Grant Goal total $72,562.50. Received this biennium:  $100,433,24. Of 

all the rewards that I have received in my life, I have been so blessed as to see and touch the 

500+ year old Bible that rests in Archive Bldg. St. Louis, MO. I trust that each one and all add 

this to their Bucket List. 
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Meeting Manager                                                                   Glenda Dougherty 

 

Commit to The Lord whatever you do, and your plans will succeed (Proverbs 16:3 NIV). 

The purpose of the Meeting Manager is to provide meeting support for all Executive Committee, 

Board of Directors, other District meetings, and District Conventions. 

BIENNIUM TASKS 

• Continued as Meeting Manager per President Carmen’s request; planned and attended the 

Transitioning meeting on July 21, 2018 at Zion Lutheran Church in Hillsboro, Oregon. 

• Sent Call to Meeting letter, made all the necessary arrangements (lodging and planning 

with the hosting society), attended the Executive Committee, Board of Directors’, and 

other requested meetings listed. 

The EC & BOD – Sept. 21-22, 2018 at Trinity Lutheran, Oregon City, OR 

The Finance Comm., The EC & BOD - February 22-23, 2019 at Faith Lutheran, 

Rogue River, OR 

The EC – Sept. 20, 2019 at Calvary Lutheran at Stayton, OR and the BOD at 

Macleay Conference and Retreat Center 

The Conv. Comm., Zone Leaders Workshop, EC, BOD, & Conv. Comm. – Feb. 

21-22, 2020 at Trinity Lutheran, Cottage Grove, OR (I was unable to attend this 

one)  

• Zone Rallies that I attended, other than my own, were Southern Zone Spring Rally at St. 

Paul Lutheran in Grants Pass, OR on May 4, 2019 with President Carmen and Deb 

Weaver.  September 28, 2019, I attended Southern Zone fall Rally in Klamath Falls, OR 

along with Carmen and Debra Schlueter. 

• June 20-23, 2019, I attended the 38th Biennial Convention in Mobile, Alabama. 

• After the September District Board meetings, Sept. 20, 2019, I attended the Christian Life 

Retreat, Beautiful Feet. 

• I filled in for Carole Covlin, Corresponding Secretary, in July 2019. 

• I filled in for Naomi Brown as Prayer Chain Coordinator in August and part of Sept. 

2019. 

• I enlisted a volunteer RN for The Crisis Management team for our 2020 Oregon District 

Convention.  I have been working on the duties of the Meeting Manager as Chairman of 

the Crisis Management Team, updating the First Aid kit etc. 

• I have been in contact with the Convention Chairs regarding the Meeting Manager’s 

responsibilities at Convention. 

• Updated name tags and tent cards.  Ran a copy of the latest inventory list of all items in 

the storage unit for my copy of the notebook. 

LOOKING FORWARD  

I am looking forward to seeing how The Lord will use me next, whether it is with my society, 

zone or Oregon District, I will continue to Serve The Lord With Gladness! 
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Planner — Visioning Committee Chairman                             Terry Putnam 

 

Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and your plans will succeed (Proverbs 16:3 NIV). 

In his heart a man plans his course, but the LORD determines his steps (Proverbs 16:9 NIV). 

Biennium Tasks: July 2018 — at transition meeting presented thoughts for the job description for 

the Planner and the role of the visioning committee. Anita Eller joined the visioning committee.  

Communication with President Carmen and Anita as well as our two pastoral counselors, on 

drafts and revisions. At Fall 2018 Board meeting presented a draft of the vision statement and a 

“plan of action” for the OR District LWML.  

Convention theme was proposed based on the “plan of action” — to further develop the National 

LWML convention theme of 2019. I Chronicles 16:23–24 was chosen.  

 In the Fall of 2019, the visioning committee was charged with writing the convention goal and 

objectives. With input from Anita, Pastor Gary, Pastor Ted, and President Carmen the goal and 

objectives were approved by the OR District LWML Board of Directors at the February meeting. 

Looking Forward:   

1. To the Lord’s purpose prevailing at the convention so that the convention theme is 

established in each attendee’s heart as the goal and objectives are met. 

2. To the continuing development of the theme and goal at fall zone rallies so that all OR 

District LWML members will intentionally SING praises to the Lord with all creation, 

TELL of His salvation from day to day, and DECLARE His Glory and His marvelous 

deeds to all nations through our mission projects and mission servant events, and to the 

people the Lord brings into each woman’s life. 

3. To meeting in heaven all those who come to know the Lord Jesus as their Savior through 

the power of the Holy Spirit and God’s Word and Jesus’ love share by Oregon District 

LMWL members. 
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Co-Chairs, Christian Life Committee               Gladys Green & Sue Larsen 

 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 

everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the 

race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy 

set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 

throne of God (Hebrews 12:1–2). 

Biennium Tasks:  

• As Co-chairs, we are both relatively new members. Meetings were held with the VP of 

Christian Life Committee Vice President to assist with orientation to the structure of the 

LWML, various LWML websites, responsibilities of the chairman position, etc.  

• We regularly held committee meetings over the past two years for planning events.  

• The Committee provides monthly, spiritually focused notes for the Oregon District website; 

and quarterly narratives for the Oregon Leaguer.  

• Each committee member is a “prayer partner” for between 4 and 6 Executive Committee 

members and/or Zone Presidents. The goal is to provide ongoing prayers for each member 

and their families through ongoing prayers, notes, cards and/or other prayerful activities.  

• A major event for the Christian Life Committee last year was the Biennial Women’s Oregon 

District Fall Retreat held September 20-22, 2019 at the Macleay Christian Retreat Center. 

This entailed planning, coordinating and executing the event. The committee was actively 

engaged during the entire event providing oversight for the various activities of Pastor lead 

groups, guest speaker lead groups, various spontaneous participants’ needs, musical 

activities, and housing issues.  

• We are currently participating in some of the Oregon District 2020 Convention meetings; as 

the committee is being requested to provide various tasks and duties for that event.  
 

Looking Forward: 

• The committee is assisting with the planning of the 2020 Oregon District Convention as 

requested. 

• We are working on the District Fall Retreat for 2021. More details will be published as they 

are developed.    

• The committee will continue to support the District President, Executive Committee and the 

Board of Directors with any requests or needs they might have in the next biennium.   
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Leaguer Editor:                                                                              Carole Pletz 

 
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O LORD, 

my rock and my redeemer (Psalm 19:14). 

Biennium Tasks 

It has been my great pleasure to serve as Editor of the Leaguer.  Four issues of the Leaguer were 

published this year:  Summer in July 2019; Fall in October 2019; Winter in January 2020 and a 

special Summer/Convention issue mid-March 2020. 

It was also my pleasure to act as Photographer at the 2019 District Retreat. 

Looking Forward 

If it is the Lord’s will that I continue serving as the LWML Leaguer Editor, I will fulfill my 

duties to the best of my ability. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Website Collaborators                                      Carol Reis and Janet Schultz  

 

 
Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence continually! (Psalm105:4).  

 

Biennium Tasks:      

The LWML Oregon District launched a new website that was presented to the biennial 

convention body in July of 2018. Carol Reis, the VP of Communication, and Janet Schultz have 

collaborated on keeping the website updated.  

• We strife to disseminate news of the LWML and the Oregon District to all who visit the 

website. Receive and update the website with ongoing newsletters, resources, and events. 

• Check to insure documents have been reviewed doctrinally.  

 

Looking Forward: 

We appreciate all the feedback, compliments and ideas received from our LWML members.  

A Thank you to all those who submit newsletters and articles. It is a Joy to share the news of the 

Oregon District.  
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Leader Development Committee Chairman        Pat Reck 

 

 
7(a) Rest in the LORD and wait patiently for Him; 8(a) Cease from anger and forsake wrath. 9(b) They 

shall inherit the earth 11(b) shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace (Psalm 37:7(a), 8(a), 

9(b), 11(b) NKJV).                                       

Since our last Convention, I truly feel it has been where the Holy Spirit wanted me! I am a 

passionate writer, and passionate about writing. Through loss of my eldest daughter, two major 

accidents, one auto, one fall, this ministry and heart, your prayers have kept my mind going, 

while a heart heals. The sisterhood, deadlines, retreats, the sum and substance of our precious 

Oregon LWML, is my treasure on earth now for 53 years, since I was a newlywed. I shall be 

always grateful to serve in this capacity under Servant Resources. My accomplishments this 

Biennium have been:    

• Present at all District Board meetings; filed appropriate reports. Welcomed & had Carmen 

appoint Karen Clark and Carol Reis to my Committee. We three worked under Lisa Ballard, 

Servants Resources, replaced by Janet Schultz, and to the good of the order and our bylaws. 

We have met frequently:  homes, restaurants, coffee shops, splitting the Cascade miles that 

challenge us, and we have planned & orchestrated.     

• Three Leader Development Workshops for our nine Zone Presidents: one in Roseburg, Sept. 

2018 at Calvary, Stayton, and well-attended. "Let's Get LNK'd " at Trinity, Cottage Grove, 

Feb.21, 2020. We meet and plan, and seek to be keen and inventive with fresh sharing of 

ideas, out-of-the-box activities aimed solely to encourage women to focus on fellowship & 

their society sisterhood,  eyes on the mission, & on our YWRs to always ENCOURAGE, 

EQUIP,  ENJOY & ENGAGE them. 

• As a communicator, I do a pretty good job of reaching out and keeping the lines open to our 

nine Zone Presidents with surveys, information, websites from LWML. Leader 

Development, even occasional "how are ya doing?" bytes to cheer them on in really 

challenging times: declining membership, aging out, project ideas, sharing goals.  

• Twice a year I update a Directory of each Zone's officers, which has greatly enlarged my 

"mailbox" for forwarding any/all memos that come down from the Oregon District. I feel, 

without exception, we are very well LINKED!  Facebook has been a blessing, for sure. 

Allows us timely opportunities to pray and reach out to our sisters.      

• My monthly "Hug-In-A-Mug," just celebrated Vol. 50 in March! That represents about nine 

issues per year over nearly six years; I get summers off for good behavior. The mailing is 

approaching 100 women across the District; goal being for each one to send on and reach 

one. They have become largely reflective and directive, as I remind and Encourage each 

sister of what is on our horizon that month. It is such a JOY to be inspired by the Holy Spirit 

to a specific scripture and a key word worth chewing on that month.   
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• Convention this year, I will contribute to the Servant Resources BRIGHT IDEAS table with 

posters for the Leader Development display, and have duplicated great handouts for our 

Zone & Society Presidents. Stop by and see the handouts, as long as they last. 

• Will have copies of the JUNE Hug in A Mug ☺☺☺ submitted 03-25-2020     

Leaving you with … The Lord gives strength to his people; the  Lord blesses his people with 

peace (Psalm 29:11 NIV). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Structure Committee Chairman                                             Coleen Gurske 

 

 
Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing 

of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be 

perfect and complete, lacking in nothing (James 1:2-4). 

 

Biennium Tasks:  

• OR District Bylaws Passed in July 2018  

• OR District Standing Rules approved September 2019  

• Prepared OR District Bylaw proposal for 2020 OR District Convention  

• 5 out of 9 Zone bylaws have been updated  

• 5 Society bylaws have been updated  

• Leader’s (Procedure) Manual in process of major rewrite.  

• Chairman of the Banner Committee for the 2020 OR District Convention  

• Chairman of the Exhibitors and Display Committee for the 2020 OR District Convention  

 

Looking Forward:  

• Complete the Leader’s (Procedure) Manual rewrite 

 

As outgoing Structure Committee Chairman, I would like to thank President Carmen Nagel and 

Vice President of Servant Resources Lisa Ballard, and Janet Schultz, Parliamentarian Barbara 

Northrup, the Executive Committee and Board of Directors for their support during this 

biennium. I truly appreciate all your prayers and patience. It was an honor to serve as your 

Structure Chairman. Thank you for the opportunity and your confidence.  
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Special Gifts Fund                                                                        Donna Boyd 

 

 
The purpose of the Special Gifts Fund is to receive gifts and bequests to use for the mission and 

ministry of the Oregon District LWML and the Oregon District. As funds grow through generous 

gifts, scholarship funds are available for women in the Oregon District LWML who are pursuing 

professional church work. 

 

This fund and committee began during the tenure of Priscilla Grieg as Oregon Dist. LWML 

President. (1996-2000) Small amounts of money trickled into the fund. When Del and Laurie 

Siewert's daughter, June, passed away, they contributed $5,000.00 to the Special Gift Fund on 

April 4, 2004. With that addition, interest began to accumulate and the Committee and Fund 

became more active. The balance in the fund (LCEF Endowment Fund) is to hold a minimum 

balance of $10,000 with only monies above that amount to be distributed. 

 

The committee is currently granting scholarships in the amount of $1,000 per recipient (these are 

given through the colleges where the recipient is attending). Until 2019, scholarships were 

awarded in the amount of $500.00. 

 

To date, nineteen scholarships have been awarded. To God Be The Glory! 

 

Special Gifts may be given as Memorials for loved ones, in honor of someone's birthday, or 

special occasions (weddings, anniversaries, or "just because".   

 

Requests for Scholarships may be sent to the Special Gifts Fund Chairman.  Forms for 

application are posted on the Oregon District LWML Website.  They are then reviewed by the 

Special Gift Committee and approved by the Oregon District LWML Executive Committee. 

 

Special Gifts Funds may be mailed to the current Oregon District Financial Secretary, and 

acknowledged by the Special Gift Fund Committee.  NO MITE BOX FUNDS are used for this 

fund! 

 

The Special Gifts Fund Committee consists of a Chairman, the Treasurer, Financial Secretary, 

two (2) additional members, and one (1) Pastoral Counselor as advisor (as stated in the Oregon 

District Bylaws, article XV, Section 1,3). Currently serving as Chairman Donna Boyd, Treasurer 

Debra Schlueter, Financial Secretary Connie Adams, committee members at large Joan Mahaffy, 

Dixie Thamert, Caroma Hainey (honorary), and Pastoral Counselor Rev. Gary Krumdieck. 

 

It has been my joy and pleasure to serve as chairman of this fund, and to meet many of the 

recipients of scholarships.  What a delight to visit with each young woman and learn about their 

passion to Serve The Lord With Gladness in their vocations throughout our churches and 

church schools! 

We Love because He first loved us (1 John 4:19). 
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The following reports are both a compilation of various convention 

committees as shared by Tri-Chair Janis and from some of the convention 

committee chairmen. 
 

 

District Convention Tri-chair                                                                    Janis Arnsdorf 

“Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the 

earth!” The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress (Psalm 46: 10, 11). 

Biennium Tasks 

My assigned task was to partner with two women to organize the 2020 LWML Oregon District 

Convention and support convention committee chairwomen. I collaborated with Char LaForest 

and Deborah Lannen to complete our duties as Triceps for the convention. 

I was trained and directed by President Carmen Nagel. God put His hand of blessing on our 

efforts as we sought to honor Him and keep our Lord Jesus Christ central in all the activities at 

the convention. 

I communicated and coordinated with Michelle Monahan, director of Guest Services, at Macleay 

Conference and Retreat Center. 

President Carmen divided the convention committees between all the zones of the Oregon 

District, except the Willamette Zone since they were responsible for all the committee work at 

the 2018 convention. The committee leaders and their team showed creativity and eager 

determination to do their best in God’s service. It was a pleasure to be in their company.   

The experience of leading alongside other leaders in the Oregon District was a joy. Every new 

challenge taught me that God provides if I wait on Him. This was an opportunity to meet and 

learn more names and faces in LWML and I am so glad I did. Thank you for the privilege of 

serving as a Tri-chair of the 2020 Oregon District Convention. 

Looking Forward: 

1. Trust God for His leading.  

2. Focus on my local LWML society, as society president. 

3. Tackle the weeds in the backyard. 

4. Head for the lakes nearby. 

 

District Convention Tri-chairs                        Char LaForest and Deborah Lannen 

Thanksgiving, praise and glory be to God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Thanksgiving for all of the ladies attending this Joyful Gathering of the Oregon District LWML.   

It is our pleasure to share this time with you in fervent gratitude for the Saviors dying love and 

His blood-bought gift of redemption.  

We praise Him for calling us into the harvest fields, where we can serve Him wherever and 

whenever He needs us. 
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In preparation for this Joyful Gathering, your Tri- Chairs have been blessed to be working with 

all of the Oregon Zones. God has given each of us talents. All of the planners and workers have 

used those talents from God to come together to serve Him with our hands and feet. Getting here 

has been a work of love, coordination, and flexibility. To say the least a challenge which was 

meet with prayers and trust in our loving Lord. 

• 2018 — We spoke with President Carmen and prayerfully accepted the Tri-Chair 

positions. 

• 2019 — Board of Directors Meeting, Rogue River, OR. Communications with President 

Carmen and Board of Directors regarding Committee Chairs to step up and serve. As we 

plan the Convention to be centered on Christ. 

• 2019–midyear — Deborah Lannen has surgery on her torn rotator cup and Char LaForest 

has heart failure, causing her to get a pacemaker. Leaving Janis Arnsdorf to be the 

leading Tri-Chair, a real blessing from God. 

• 2019, September Retreat, Macleay Conference Center, Salem, OR. Planning meeting 

with President Carmen prior to retreat. Sunday, after retreat closing, held a Committee 

Chair meeting. Did general discussion, one on one discussions and Q & A, and handed 

out packet with information and forms for each Committee. 

• Follow up emails 30 days after Retreat with President Carmen, Tri-Chairs and 

Committee Chairs to prepare for February’s Board of Directors Meeting. 

• 2020 — Attended planning meetings with Decorations Committee and Food Committee. 

Found that both are on track and ready to go. 

• Met with President Carmen prior to Board of Directors February meeting at Macleay 

Conference Center, Salem, OR for a walk through of facilities to work out the venues for 

the various events to be held during the Convention. 

• Attended Board of Directors meeting, Cottage Grove, OR. Presented overall planning of 

each Committee’s duties and how each will coordinate with each other.   

• Contacted Juniper Zone regarding the In-Gathering recipient; Beulah’s Place. Met with 

Andi Buerger for a tour and information on needs of Beulah’s Place. 

• March 16, 2020 — President Trump put into effect “stay home, stay safe” due to the 

coronavirus (COVID-19). 

• March 23, 2020 — Executive Committee prayerfully cancelled the 2020 Oregon District 

LWML Convention of June 26–28. Preliminary plans to have a one day gathering, 

perhaps in September 2020. 

• Informed all Committees to turn in expense vouchers and progress reports. Requested 

Zones to send the names and contact information for the delegates for voting purposes. 

• April 20 — Conference call with President Carmen and Tri-Chairs regarding the 

“Celebration Event” on September 26, 2020 at Grace Lutheran Church in Eugene, OR. 

Agenda discussed with joy as the focus. 
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Join us as we sing praises to God with our voices. Let us use our lips to tell of His redeeming 

love.  As we declare to all His marvelous works. By God’s grace we will ignite, involve, 

equip, and encourage each other, expressing our faith through joyful Christian ministry. 

 

Banner and Processional Committee 

Coleen Gurske from Pacific Zone coordinated and instructed the zones in the change of banners 

for the convention. This convention was to be a different and more useful approach to our 

banners, representing each zone. A baby layette from each zone would be displayed, 

representative of the creative and ministering effort of each zone. A receiving blanket-sized 

crocheted or knitted blanket would be carried on the arm of each zone president during the 

Friday morning processional. Attendees could enjoy the layettes on display, labeled by zone. At 

the end of the convention, the layettes would be given to Lutheran World Relief.  

Carol Reis was assigned to direct the processionals on Friday and Saturday. 

 

Banner Committee Chairman                                                                           Coleen Gurske  

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing 

of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be 

perfect and complete, lacking in nothing (James 1:2-4). 

Convention Tasks:  

• Instead of standard banners carried through the processional by Zone Presidents, 1 

knitted or crocheted baby blankets will be carried. They will become part of a Lutheran 

World Relief Baby Kit.  

• Each Zone President received the LWML OR Convention Zone Banner Instructions. The 

instructions were copied from the LWR website and edited for our LWML needs.  

• Each Zone will display their kit at the convention.  

• The blankets would be displayed on a header tri-fold poster board.  

• Receiving blankets for the kits were provided by Coleen Gurske  

• Patterns and colors were the choice of the Zone.  

• The baby kits will be delivered to the 2020 LWML Un-Convention on September 26th. 

The Pacific Zone will deliver to the LWR at the end of October 2020.  

 

Crisis Management 

The Crisis Management team work together to be ready to meet the different situations at the 

convention. Pastors Gary and Ted serve as counselors and prayer leaders. President Carmen is 

ready to direct and act on difficulties when they arise. Glenda Dougherty makes sure supplies are 

available and keeps the team informed. A crisis room is assigned for privacy and rest.  

Hood River Zone and Trish McKay help convention attendees at the Information table with a 

First Aid kit for simple needs. Nurses Barbara and Julie Kachmarek are ready to team up to help 

with sudden, unexpected medical issues. Macleay Conference and Retreat supplied emergency 

equipment, a transfer chair and automated external defibrillators (AED’s) are present, as well as 

ADA entrances and bathrooms throughout the campus. 

 

 

Food Committee 
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Barbara Miller and the women of the Food Committee selected the menu early in the convention 

planning. With the good cooking at Macleay, the selections were a pleasure. The Juniper Zone 

decided that the refreshments, particularly the cookies for the Friday evening Starlight Reception 

would be home baked. Barbara Ellis with a reputation for organization and good recipes planned 

to make the cookies. Our mouths water at the thought of missing Macleay’s good cooking and 

Barbara’s good baking.  

 

Hostess Committee 

The Hostess divided duties to meet the broad assignments of the committee. Carolyn Nelson, 

along with her assistant, Nikki Parker, led the way for all. They focused on coordinating the 

hostess baskets for the lodges to provide coffee supplies for those early risers before breakfast. 

They also directed the collection of gifts for the special guests at the convention. 

Allenda Wolfmueller stepped up as Lead Usher, working with the Myrtlewood, Emerald and 

Southern Zone women to meet the needs of each gathering. Signs to assist attendees were 

planned to make seating easier or to answer questions about the schedule or the campus.  

 

Information Committee 

The Information Committee requires flexibility and a willingness to serve in unexpected ways.  

Trish McKay served as committee chairwoman and was creative and open to the meet the needs 

of each attendee that needed questions answered or an aspirin for a headache. A map of the 

campus and a schedule of events were available to help people along. A Lost & Found bin was 

for stray items waiting at the table to find their home.  

 

Publicity Committee 

Publicity was separated by tasks. With input from the convention planners and President Carmen 

Nagel, information was sent to district members by mail, email and website. 

Carole Pletz designed issues of the Oregon Leaguer, collecting articles and formatting pages. 

Special thanks to those who wrote articles promoting the convention and explaining different 

aspects to prepare us.  

Janet Schulz and Carol Reis updated our lwmlor.org website with countdowns and all the 

pertinent documents for registration. 

For those without computers, letters were sent to every church in the Oregon District with fun, 

instructional notices. 

 

Registration Committee 

Barbara Northrop took on the pre-registration and coordinated the team. Marie Nelson stepped in 

to lead at the convention. Our Housing Coordinator became pregnant, due date five days before 

the convention, so Jean DuBois from Willamette Zone jumped in to her job, for which we are 

very grateful. Registration clerks and greeters lined up to serve everyone. Monthly planning 

meetings brought ideas together.  
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Registration Committee Chairman                                       Barbara Northrop 

Registration Committee 

Registration Chair: Barbara Northrop bnrnorthrop@centurylink.net 

     Committee Member:   Marie Nelson nelsmari1995@gmail.com 

Housing Coordinator: Jean DuBois lynnickj@gmail.com 

On the day I called, you answered me; my strength of soul you increased (Psalm 138:8). 

 

Key Decisions Made: 

•     Set up convention email address 

•     Secured PO Box at church 

•     Set up Dropbox 

•     Took Excel class at local community college in order to functionally use excel 

•     Prepared schematic for visual of registration area at Macleay. 

•     Reviewed registration form. Registration began March 1, 2020 

•     Reviewed acknowledgement letter, map of Macleay, schedule of events, 

medical                               release for each participant 

•     Met with District Financial Secretary to organize how registration monies go to 

her 

•     Prepared to order additional lanyard and name tag sleeves but that was halted 

•     Returned registration monies after convention cancelled 

Impressions: 

• Suggest each zone evaluate whether a separate email and PO Box is necessary 

• Dropbox is easy to set up 

• Wonder if using Excel is necessary or can another program be used 

• Would like to see registration and registration fee paid online in addition to paper    

registration option.  

• Thanks to Jean DuBois for stepping up to be Housing Coordinator at last moment 

Meetings Conducted/Attended 

✓ Zone Monthly meetings began in earnest in November 2019 

✓ Met with Janis Arnsdorf to review registration process January 25, 2020 

February 2020 Oregon District Convention Planning Meeting with other zones 

The registration form got a new design and came with instructions. It was tested and was ready 

for use. Who knows if it was a success? Covid-19 caused the cancellation before women could 

use the form.  

 

Transportation Committee 

The Transportation Committee were awaiting their instructions for special guest arrivals when 

the convention was cancelled. Carolyn Stucky was the committee chairwoman with the 

assistance of Hood River Zone President Trish McKay. 

President Carmen Nagel assigned women from throughout the district to greet and settle in each 

special guest. 

 

Transportation Committee Chairman                                                              Carolyn Stucky 

I have no report for transportation. My work would not start until closer to convention. I would 

mailto:bnrnorthrop@centurylink.net
mailto:nelsmari1995@gmail.com
mailto:lynnickj@gmail.com
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have been told who was flying in and needed transportation. At that time I would have arranged 

the transport. 

No work was done except that a van was mentioned as being a available by our zone President. I 

did not even verify this yet. 

 

2020 Convention Tellers 

Co-Chairmen … Janet Schultz and Debbie Weaver  

Members: Connie Adams, Betsy Ablott, Coleen Gurske, Karen Clark 

The Committee members will be doing all the counting of the ballots, including the scheduled 

convention offerings. 

Thank you to this committee. 

 

Exhibits and Displays Chairman                                                                      Coleen Gurske  

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing 

of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be 

perfect and complete, lacking in nothing (James 1:2-4). 

 

Convention Tasks:  

• Assembled Exhibits and Displays team: Astri Bragstad, Carol Warren, Char Kroemer  

• Edited previous letters and forms for the 2020 Convention. One set for Exhibitors and 

another for Displays.  

• Assembled list of those Exhibitors, Speakers and Displayers to contact if they wanted 

tables or electrical needs at the convention. Please see the Exhibitor, Speaker, Displays 

list.  

• Astri Bragstad and Carol Warren did the USPS mailings.  

• Coleen Gurske sent out the Display Property Forms to the OR District Vice Presidents, 

and others. Please see the Exhibitor, Speaker, Displays list.  

• Char Kroemer sent out the Property Display form to the Zone Presidents.  

• No vendors were at this convention.  

• No registration form was available in time for the mailing deadline which was moved out 

from 1/31/20 to 2/6/20. This would cause edits to letters and additional mailings.  

• Never received maps and other items to mail so referred to the website for that 

information.  

• We received 6 responses from Exhibitors and 3 responses from speakers.  

• No registration forms were needed for speakers.  

• One meeting was held with Carmen, Char, Astri, Carol and myself. Email and phone 

were used extensively.  

• After convention cancellation, emailed Susan Olsen and Child Beyond International. 

Others were already associated with LWML and heard through President Carmen Nagel.  

 

Attachments are in MS Word so they can be edited in 2022:  

• Exhibitor Letter  

• Exhibitor Property Request Form  

• List of Exhibitor, Speaker, Displays  
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• LWML convention return labels  

• 2 version of the LWML come and share labels  

• Display Letter  

• Display Property Request Form  

 

As Exhibits and Displays Chairman, I would like to thank President Carmen Nagel, Char 

Kroemer, Astri Bragstad, and Carol Warren for their support accomplishing these tasks for the 

2020 Convention.  

 

Worship Committee                                            Delores Feddersen and Barbara Campbell     

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may 

exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 8 Be sober-minded; be 

watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to 

devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being 

experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 10 And after you have suffered a little 

while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will 

himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the dominion forever and 

ever. Amen (1 Peter 5:6–11). 

SING, TELL, DECLARE 

     Barbara Campbell and Delores Feddersen, the committee chairmen, discussed the 

responsibilities for each worship service. The Worship committee advisors are Carmen Nagel 

and Myrtlewood Zone President Joan Mahaffey. The Friday evening opening worship President 

Paul Linneman will be our Proclaimer. Friday morning the worship committee (Delores 

Feddersen & Donna Geisler) will set up the altar and the communion tables. Macleay will 

provide the tall tables and white table clothes that are needed for the communion stations. Grace 

Lutheran from Eugene will provide the red paraments for the altar. The Christian Life committee 

and Barbara (gran.soup@gmail.com) will set up the Prayer Chapel and check on the prayer 

request box along with a room for the Pastors to store their robes and use for robing prior to 

service on Friday and Sunday. For the stage, 3 flower bouquets will be needed, one centered on 

the altar and one on each side of stage. Check with the Pastoral Counselors about the candle 

lighters. 

      Friday afternoon there will be a general meeting with the convention coordinator, worship 

Christian Life, & the ushers to go over with everyone what needs to be done before the church 

service that evening. For each communion station, there are to be 2 people to assist the pastors. 

Check with the hostess committee to see how many people have registered for the convention to 

determine how many communion stations are needed prior to the convention. The worship 

committee will work with the hostess committee (Allenda Wolfmueller) to have enough people 

to usher for Friday & Sunday services and for collecting the three offerings and the ballots on 

Saturday. Barbara and Delores had checked with Betsy Ablott from the property committee about 

the communion ware and the other items that are needed prior to the convention and to have 

everything delivered the day before the convention. Donna Geisler (dbgeisler@msn.com) has 

been assisting us with how much and when to order the wafers (regular & gluten free) along with 

the wine and grape juice. 

     It will save time to send your supply order to the property chairman, Betsy Ablott  

(ablott4@yahoo.com) at least 6 weeks before the convention so everything can be inspected. 

      For the sending service on Sunday, the worship committee will work with the pastoral 

counselors for the set-up of the stage and altar. President Carmen Nagel will provide the flag and 

the president’s candle. Delores Feddersen (deloresef@comcast.net) will provide the designations 

(corsages) for the choir.      This year we were told that we will go paperless, the church service 

mailto:gran.soup@gmail.com
mailto:dbgeisler@msn.com
mailto:ablott4@yahoo.com
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and the music will be up on the screen that will save a lot of time and paper. 

 

Since the coronavirus (Covid19) problem we were not able to complete our tasks and the 

convention has been canceled with a possible celebration event for another date. 

 

Property Committee                                                                                            Betsy Ablott 

We did not have any official meetings. I spoke with my three committee members, Dixie 

Thamert, Kathy Haas and Gladys Green in regards to helping me and what it would entail. 

Gladys Green agreed to be on the committee in October 2020 and Kathy Haas agreed January 

2020. 

 

I spoke with Dixie Thamert (January 2020) in detail about what the supplies were in the storage 

unit, how they could be obtained, and how large a vehicle would be needed to transport the 

materials to MacLeahy Center. The pictorial inventory was an immense help to “see” what we 

have in storage without having to actually take everything out and put it back (a 3-hour job). 

 

Kathy has a pick-up truck with a covered bed which we can use to transport the materials. I have 

a Subaru Forester which we can use and Joyce Twiss said she has a large van which can also be 

used. 

 

I sent out the pictorial inventory to all committee chairmen in November 2019 so they could see 

what we have in storage and then be able to request what they need. 

 

Carmen, Janis, and I worked on the property request form in early January 2020, which I then 

sent out to committee chairmen so they could have the form available to get me their requests by 

April 1, 2020. 

 

At the Board of Directors meeting in February 2020, I received one property request form and 

there was another one in the works in early March, but I did not receive it. 

 

I had discussed with Janis Arnsdorf the possibility of bringing the supplies from storage down 

early Thursday morning, giving the worship committee enough time to go through what was 

there and yet pick up any materials that we need that might have broken or be missing. I was 

planning to pack the vehicles Wednesday afternoon so we could head out early Thursday 

morning.   

 

I was working with Coleen Gurske, Exhibit Chairperson on the layout of the gym for the 

MVC.  She was collecting numbers of chairs and tables needed from the exhibitors, and the 

LWML committees who wanted an exhibit and then I would put those together to get a total 

number of tables and chairs needed. 

 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions — Betsy Ablott, 18513 SE 16th Lane, 

Vancouver, WA 98683 — 360-719-2696, ablott4@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 

mailto:ablott4@yahoo.com
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This is a large committee responsibility, in that the chairman is responsible for all of the chairs, 

tables, microphones, items in storage for worship services, banners, and miscellaneous items. 

Having people who have been to conventions and to MacLeay is a big help to understand the 

“big picture” of what is involved.   

 

Janis had sent me in late December, a schedule of the convention and what I needed to do at 

what point.  I know this would have been a great help.   

 

I was looking forward to the organization of this committee and providing for the needs of all.  I 

know God’s hand would have guided us, but He decided we needed to wait a bit. 

We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired even of 

life.  Indeed, in our hearts we felt the sentence of death. But this happened that we might not rely 

on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead. He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and 

he will deliver us again. On him we have set our hope that he will continue to deliver us (2 

Corinthians 1:8b-10). 

 

Decorations Committee                                                                                  Barbara Schroeder 

In his heart a man plans his course, but the LORD determines his steps (Proverbs 16:9 NIV).           

Activity Completed: 

Cancel Tentative Floral Arrangements 

Molly Ferder (florist for 2018 Convention) has been called and notified that the convention has 

been cancelled and we will not be placing a flower order. 

 

ONGOING Activity: 

Return of Purchased Supplies. 

Prior to the March COVID-19 stay-at-home order, materials and supplies had been purchased for 

the table decorations.  The following summarizes expenses incurred and how much may be 

recouped upon return of purchases. 

Amount likely returnable:     $103.32 

Amount unlikely returnable:  $  13.47 (piece of cut fabric from Hobby Lobby) 

Amount not returnable:          $  65.91 

Total amount spent:               $182.70 

To date, no returns have been made.  Do not anticipate submitting any of these costs to District 

for reimbursement. 

 

The Meeting that Wasn’t: 

Our first day for working on table decorations was scheduled for Saturday, March 21, 2020.  

Supplies had been purchased.  Patterns for decorations had been made.  Crosses had been traced 

on the back of gold glitter paper and roughly cut out.  All was ready for what was anticipated 

tove craft day.  But it wasn’t to be.  The Trinity campus in Bend was shut down.  We were told 

to stay home – to shelter in place.  But that was okay.   

We had time to adjust and make other plans for making the decorations.  But it wasn’t to be. 

We planned our course, but God determined our steps. 
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The following reports are from the Zone Presidents 

 
 

 

Emerald Zone President                                                                               Delores Feddersen 

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may 

exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 8 Be sober-minded; be 

watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to 

devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being 

experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 10 And after you have suffered a little 

while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will 

himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the dominion forever and 

ever. Amen (1 Peter 5:6–11). 

 

Biennium Tasks 

   October 2018 I was installed as Emerald Zone President at the fall rally. 

   To update the Emerald Zone societies that are not active I mailed a letter introducing myself 

along  with the correspondence from the Oregon district. In November the ladies of Grace and 

Messiah chose an organization by volunteering to put food boxes together for families in need so 

they can have a blessed Christmas. By the end of December 2018 I had sent to Carmen the date 

of the Emerald Zone Spring Rally, emailed the societies the HUG-IN-A-MUG, CHRISTIAN 

LIFE NOTES and prayer request. 

   In January 2019 the Leaguer was emailed to the ladies of Emerald Zone, the call to meeting for 

February 2019 was received which I attended and volunteered to make the Oregon banner for the 

National convention in Mobile, Alabama. Making the Oregon Banner for the National 

convention was an honor. At the EC/BOD meeting everyone was given a binder for the District 

convention that will take place in September 2020. Emerald and Myrtlewood zones are 

responsible for the worship committee. 

   Between January and May 2019, I attended Bible study with the ladies from Grace and 

Messiah, and went to the Spring Rallies at West Hills, Myrtlewood, and Southern Zones.  I 

conducted the Emerald Spring Rally at Messiah. We had a guest speaker, Carmen Nagel the 

District LWML president. She talked about the 38th biennial convention. Pastor Joe Baumgarten 

installed Carolyn Newsom to be our new Secretary/Treasurer and Mary Jenkins the new Vice 

President of Emerald Zone. 

   All the correspondence, Christian Life, Hug-in-a-mug, national convention registration, district 

report and mission goal updates were emailed when I received them.  I went to Trinity, Hope and 

Messiah to try and get someone to be an alternate for the convention in Mobile, Alabama with no 

success.  By the time May came around I was able to talk to the ladies at Trinity, Hope, Grace, 

and Messiah about the mission grants that were going to be voted on at the national convention 

in Mobile, Alabama. 

   When June came, it was time to go to Mobile, Alabama for the national convention. It was 

great to meet several ladies from other states. I enjoyed the Bible study with Donna Pyle.  A 

couple of times while we were conducting convention business, Jan Struck did a skit talking to 

her friend (Martha) on her cell phone. It was a nice break from business. Lynn Carter gave a 

presentation talking about a book that she had written, “It Was Your Fault.” It was great to see 

the banners of each state and countries and to see how beautiful they were. I have heard of  
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people doing sand art before, this was the first time I saw it done. I loved how the artist, Joe 

Castillo, moved from one picture into another and how each picture told a story with the songs 

that he played. On the day we did our pledge walk all you saw were purple umbrellas all 

decorated with flowers and the yellow shirts. The girls that greeted us at the airport were dressed 

like Southern Bells and they came to the convention hall so everyone could take a picture. 

   The Servant Connection was a great experience.  While I was helping with the braille calendars 

there was fellowship time and I got to meet some women from other states. 

 The voting process for missions and new officers worked great.  I had already contacted each 

society and got their information on the missions and officers they would like me to vote on. 

   In August 2019 I emailed the Oregon Leaguer, Christian Life notes, and Hug-In-a-mug to the 

societies in Emerald zone. I attended Bible study at Messiah every other month. September 2019 

I received a call to meeting for EC/BOD at Macleay Conference Retreat Center. One of the 

meetings we had was about the new Bright Idea’s Table. To give every one new ideas for Servant 

Events, for example:  speakers, main events, themes, how to choose an in-gathering, menus, 

make your society meetings fun, LWML Sunday ideas, promotions for giving to Mites and 

others. For the next three months of 2019 I will be conducting the Fall Rally at Trinity in Cottage 

Grove the theme was MY CUP OVER FLOWS Psalm 23:5 our speaker was Connie Adams. I 

attended Bible study every other month at Messiah. Grace and Messiah helped put together food 

boxes for Thanksgiving and Christmas for families in need. We tried a new project this 

Christmas, we put together Christmas stockings for the children some had toys and socks, others 

had socks and tooth brushes and tooth paste and a toy and school supplies. 

   During February 2020 the Worship Committee for the district convention met at Grace in 

Eugene to put together a time line for the District convention in June 2020. At this meeting there 

was mentioned that the Choir needed corsages to acknowledge their hard work. I volunteered to 

make them. I had the silk flowers that I put on my umbrella that I had used at the National  

Convention in Mobile, Alabama they worked great. Also in February was the EC/BOD meeting 

which Donna Geisler and I attended at Trinity in Cottage Grove. I thought the two days were 

very informative for what we need to have accomplished for the worship service and the Bright 

Ideas Table and for the District Convention. Now we need to wait for the right time to put 

everything together. 

   March 2020 I had emailed all correspondence to the societies for Emerald Zone. I sent fliers 

for the Emerald Zone Spring Rally that will be held at Grace in Eugene on April 25, 2020. The 

theme is “Gentle Spirit”, based on 1 Peter 3:4. I also sent flyers to the societies that are not active 

in hopes that they would join us. We have two speakers Deb Weaver from the district and Jessica 

Elwell from Love for Lane County. I had met with the Pastor Joe Baumgarten to put together the 

time line for the Spring Rally. Unfortunately, with the coronavirus (COVID 19) going around, 

with a lot of prayerful thought and discussion the Emerald Zone Spring Rally and the District 

Convention are to be canceled. 

 

Interstate Zone President                                                                                           Betsy Ablott 

“Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not 

your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid” (John 14:27).                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Biennium Tasks 

Led Interstate Zone board meetings in February and August of 2018, 2019, and February of 

2020. 

Led Interstate Zone rally in April of 2018 and Fall 2019. 

Attended District Board of Directors meetings in September, 2018, February and September of 

2019, and February of 2020. 
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Met with each of my society presidents, one on one, to discuss how I can serve them, what they 

are doing in their societies, and how they can become more active.   

Organized a luncheon with my society presidents to have them know each other better as fellow 

sisters in LWML and Christ. 

Provided resource guide from National LWML to each society president. 

Attended the LWML National Convention in Mobile, Alabama in June, 2019. 

Communicated with zone presidents via email and telephone, to pass on email prayer requests, 

inspirations and other information from the District Executive Board. 

Attended my society meetings, and as many of my zone’s society meetings as possible. 

Helped host Pastor Donkoh when visiting our zone in July, 2019. 

Attended Oregon District retreat in September, 2019.  Helped distribute in-gathering items for 

Gospel Outreach Committee 

Met with Gospel Outreach Committee to review and select mission grants to be brought forward 

to the District at Convention. 

 

Looking Forward 

Work with my executive board to determine next rally date, whether we have one this summer 

sometime, or wait until October 2020. 

Obtain society delegate names and other information for the 2020 District Convention to vote on 

issues on June 27, 2020. 

Continue to work with my society presidents to encourage and strengthen our zone. 

Think “out-of-the-box” for our rallies to entice more women to attend and make it more 

meaningful. 

Attend society, zone, and district meetings as they come up. 

Serve the Lord by singing, telling and declaring His love in this unusual time of history 

  

Juniper Zone Acting President                                                                                   Pat Reck 

... serving Redeemer/John Day; Faith/La Pine, and Trinity/Bend 

with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to 

maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Ephesians 4:2). 

Activities Completed: {btw: A Clean Slate In Christ 2018 seems a forEVER ago!}  Created a 3-

Society, comprehensive Mailbox, in order to communicate, while regularly updating changes, 

AND forward to all our ZONE Society sisters and officers: ANY AND ALL critical sendings 

from ODLWML Executive/and Board Committee monthlies:                                           

The  Oregon Leaguer, Christian Life Notes, Gospel Outreach Mission Grant News, National 

Convention Highlights, Grant Proposal Awards, District Prayer Chain, ODLWML Retreat Info 

& Registrations Forms / Critical Deadlines! Items appearing on our beautiful new 

www.lwmlor.org website ☺  

I forwarded all bullets and snippets coming out of 38th Convention, Mobile, AL, week of June 

20–23, 2019, results of votes, highlights, & sites to streaming events of society officers. I am a 

regular contributor of photos and Juniper news articles to The Leaguer for Summer edition,  
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sharing our Pie-by-the-Slice Sunday, netting $490 for Bethesda Oregon Auxiliary Unit, and 

contributed 2 articles to Carole Pletz Aug 27 for the Fall issue. 

 

Meetings Conducted  & Attended:  

   Oct. 13, 2018, Faith, LaPine hosted our Fall Gathering," Pray the Lord of the Harvest" with 27 

attending. LWML VP of Communication, Char Kroemer and President Carmen Nagel were our 

guests, reporting the highlights of where this biennium 2018-2020 will take us. The mission 

grants goal of $96,750, had two already funded! 

   April 27, 2019, Trinity/Bend hosted the Juniper Zone Spring Rally, "Fountains of Blessings," 

with Janet Schultz and Char Kolzow, our guest mission speakers, on their "Go Share Jesus" 

mission trip to the Dominican Republic with a fine PowerPoint presentation.  

   July 20, 2019:  Responded VP Gospel Outreach, Liz Bier, with a full-page story of the 

activities and mission outreach programs Juniper ladies support in their respective communities, 

to share with Rev. John Donkoh at his appearance, July 26, hosted by Interstate Zone.  

   Sat., Aug. 17, Calvary, Stayton, attended Leader Development Team Workshop, with 17 

ladies, sharing of materials from Assembly of Leaders in St. Louis, as presented by Carol Reis 

and Karen Clark.    

   Sept. 13–15, 2019, Char Kolzow hosted a 3-day Juniper Retreat held at her Crescent Lake 

family cabin; 3 days, 2 nights. JOY and Fellowship, hosted entirely by the amazing women of 

Faith, LaPine ... food, devotions, Bible study. Over 30 attended, it was amazing. 

   Sept. 20-22, 2019, Attended the District Retreat and Fall Board Meeting, Macleay, Salem.  

   Oct.15, 2019, Fall Rally, Redeemer Lutheran in John Day. I wrote and presented this function, 

under the theme, 1 Peter 4:10–11, "Sisters Serving Others." District guests were President 

Carmen, Treasurer Deb Schlueter, Willamette Zone President/Nominating Committee Chairman 

Karen Clark and VP of Communication/Website Carol Reis. It was a very face-to-face setting, 

boisterous and socially interactive, as we identified the virtues of deep and abiding friendships. 

We had 27 in attendance; Gift cards to the Paradise Fire Fund was the In-Gathering.                                                                                                                                      

{This was a tough Rally for me, because their president, Bobbie Gilmore, had to turn to me with 

only six women in John Day, and lay the planning & execution on me if we were to have it. I did 

the theme, posters, publicity, Bible study, program and recorded the minutes for the record. I 

uploaded & designed the full-color, Mission Grants trifold, which travels so everyone can see 

them. They are awesome visuals for us.} In fact  {Hubby & I got invited to the LaPine annual 

Harvest Dinner, so I left the boards with them through Christmas: they have a strong Band of 

Brothers organization retired there; men with deep pockets, and the Mites visual projects are 

well-supported by them all.} 

   Jan. 4, 2020, I attended Faith La Pine's monthly Society meeting with nine delightful ladies, 

all key to their commitment as Food Chair for the 2020 Convention. We went through the 

checklist of dates and jobs, had a lovely Bible study with President Margo Mangel.  

   March 9, 2020 ... word went out from the Executive Committee that indeed our Spring Rally, 

to be held April 18, post-Easter, in La Pine, would indeed be cancelled, as would our Convention 

2020 in June, due to the pervasive coronavirus (COVID-19) world-wide pandemic.  

Challenges in 2020 beyond this epidemic???  Finding true hearts who want to support me in 

continuing as President, as my Treasurer, Recording Secretary, and Publicity Chair......so that we 
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may stay strong on the District books as viable, three struggling smaller congregations of the 

LCMS, and do our share to support the upcoming Mission Projects, new officers, home societies, 

and our faith followers, 2020-2022.   

 

Myrtlewood Zone President                                                                               Joan Mahaffy 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:6–7). 

2018-2020 Biennium Tasks 

— elected mid-biennium … at April 2019 Spring Rally St Paul/Roseburg 

— attended Sept 2019 and Feb 2020 Oregon District LWML Board of Directors meetings 

— presided at Oct 2019 Fall Rally St John/Sutherlin and planning meetings for both the Fall 

Rally and April 2020 Spring Rally which was cancelled. 

 

Originally the Myrtlewood Zone had five societies … Christ/Coos Bay, St James/Myrtle Point, 

St Paul/ Roseburg, St John/Sutherlin, and Beautiful Savior/Reedsport.  A sixth society was added 

when Resurrection/Florence became active. Currently the zone has only three active societies … 

Christ/Coos Bay, St Paul/Roseburg and St John/Sutherlin. 

 

Christ/Coos Bay has for the last several years hosted a zone-wide ladies luncheon in July at 

Lakeshore Lodge in Lakeside.  Hopefully that fledgling tradition will continue. 

 

Pacific Zone President                                                                                           Coleen Gurske 

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing 

of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may 

be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing (James 1:2-4). 

Biennium Tasks: 

• Updated Pacific Zone Bylaws 

• Created Pacific Zone Newsletter which was intended to go out monthly 

• Attended gathering for Rev. John Donkoh from Ghana. 

• Chairman of the Banner Committee for the 2020 OR District Convention 

• Chairman of the Exhibitors and Display Committee for the 2020 OR District Convention 

• Held all zone rallies during this time frame. 

 

Looking Forward: 

• Continue the Pacific Zone Newsletter to support better communication 

• Send out mite calendars to the society contacts. 

• Truly need to find secretarial support for the zone. 
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• Goal to foster fellowship among the sisters in the zone. 

• Have fun! 

As Pacific Zone President, I would like to thank President Carmen Nagel and former Vice 

President of Servant Resources Lisa Ballard, and current Vice President of Servant Resources 

Janet Schultz and Pat Reck and her team for their ongoing support for our zone. And it is a great 

honor to serve my sisters in the Pacific Zone and thank them for their support. 

 

Southern Zone President                                                                                 Carolyn Nelson 

But you, Lord are a shield around me, my glory, the One who lifts my head high (Psalm 3:3 

NIV). 

• Activities Completed:  Zone Rally Planning, convention planning 

• ONGOING Activities:  Planning Zone Rally, Ingathering 

• Meetings Conducted/Attended:  

o Attended OR District BOD Meeting February 

o Conducted Southern Zone Fall Rally~Zion Klamath Falls 

o Conducted 2020 Convention Meeting (Zone) February 

 

West Hills Zone President                                                                              Debbie Vosseler 

Fall 2018 

Our Rally centered around the video “Jesus Saved Me’ and a presentation by Rev. Eric Lange 

of Lutheran heritage foundation. 

Spring 2019 

We had fun with hands on projects that would be sent to Bethesda. Projects included picture 

books, birthday boxes, shirt bibs and clothing protectors.  

Fall 2019 

We had a speaker, Stacey Womack, from ARMS- Abuse Recovery Ministry and Services. We 

also enjoyed making Cards of Encouragement. 

Spring 2020 

We were able to get our Rally in before the social distancing started. We had our usual 

business meeting then joined with the folks at Pilgrim to make blankets for Linus Project. 

 

Willamette Zone President                                                                                  Karen Clark 

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace 

(1 Peter 4:10). 

Since being elected as Willamette Zone President in March of 2019, I have done the following: 

ɫ Conducted the 2019 Fall Rally at Zion Corvallis 

ɫ Conducted the 2020 Spring Rally at Peace Salem 

ɫ Attended the fall and spring LWML OR District board meetings 

ɫ Conducted the Zone board meeting at Peace Salem 

ɫ Attended society meetings at St. Peter the Fisherman Lincoln City, Peace Salem, and 

Holy Cross Albany 
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My goal is to get to know my mission sisters in the zone.  I hope to continue visiting the 

individual societies, hearing what activities their society is doing and how the Zone and District 

can help them. 

 

LWML OREGON DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Elected Officers and Counselors 

President  ............................................................................................................ Carmen Nagel 

Vice President of Christian Life  ..............................................................................Debbie Weaver 

Vice President of Communications  .................................................................................Carol Reis 

Vice President of Gospel Outreach  ............................................................................Elizabeth Bier 

Vice President of Special Focus Ministries  ...........................................................  Nicole Knutson 

Vice President of Servant Resources ........................................................................... Janet Schultz 

Recording Secretary  .................................................................................................. Char Kroemer 

Financial Secretary ...................................................................................................  Connie Adams 

Treasurer  .........................................................................................................  Debra Schlueter 

Nominating Committee, Chairman  ............................................................................... Karen Clark 

Nominating Committee, Elected  ................................................................................  Char Kolzow 

Nominating Committee, appointed  ................................................................................. Carol Reis 

Senior Pastoral Counselor  ............................................................................  Rev. Gary Krumdieck 

Junior Pastoral Counselor ........................................................................................... Rev. Ted Will 

 

Special Appointed Personnel 

Corresponding Secretary  ...........................................................................................  Carole Covlin 

Parliamentarian  ...................................................................................................  Barbara Northrop 

Archivist-Historian  ......................................................................................................  Joyce Twiss 

Meeting Manager  ................................................................................................ Glenda Dougherty 

Planner  ............................................................................................................  Terry Putnam 

 

Appointed Officers 

 

Department of Christian Life: 

Christian Life Committee Chairman  .........................................................................  Gladys Green 

Christian Life Committee  .............................................................................................. Sue Larson 

Christian Life Committee  .............................................................................................  Judy Chase 

Christian Life Committee ........................................................................................ Carolyn Nelson 

Prayer Chain Coordinator  ............................................................................................  Lynne Beck 

 

Department of Communication: 

Publication/Oregon Leaguer Editor ..............................................................................  Carole Pletz 

Webmaster  ............................................................................................ Carol Reis/Janet Schultz 

 

Department of Gospel Outreach: 

Gospel Outreach Committee  .......................................................................................  Nancy Fritch  

Gospel Outreach Committee  ..............................................................................  Barbara Campbell 

Gospel Outreach Committee ........................................................................................  Betsy Ablott 
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Mission Servants Committee Chairman .......................................................................  Joyce Twiss 

Mission Servants Committee .............................................................................. Paulette Stahlecker 

 

Department of Special Focus Ministries 

Special Ministries Committee Chairman  .............................................................................  Vacant 

Special Ministries Committee ................................................................................................ Vacant 

Special Ministries Committee ................................................................................................ Vacant 

 

Heart to Heart Sisters Chairman ................................................................................  Marisol Valle 

Heart to Heart Sisters Committee ......................................................................... Lindah Hagglund 

 

Young Women Chairman  ........................................................................................... Darla Schulte 

Young Women Committee  ......................................................................................... Marie Nelson 

Young Women Committee ......................................................................................... Katie Kreklau 

 

YWR to LWML Convention ....................................................................................... Marie Nelson 

YWR to LWML Convention .................................................................................  Linda Hagglund 

 

Department of Servant Resources: 

Leader Development Chairman  ......................................................................................... Pat Reck 

Leader Development Committee ................................................................................... Karen Clark 

Leader Development Committee ..................................................................................... Carol Reis 

 

Structure Committee Chairman  ...............................................................................  Coleen Gurske 

 

Special Gifts Committee Chairman  ............................................................................  Donna Boyd  

Special Gifts Committee  ............................................................................................ Joan Mahaffy 

Special Gifts Committee  ........................................................................................  Caroma Hainey 

Special Gifts Committee (Financial Secretary)  ........................................................ Connie Adams 

Special Gifts Committee (Treasurer)  ...................................................................... Debra Schlueter 

 

Visioning Committee Chairman  ................................................................................ Terry Putnam 

Visioning Committee  ...................................................................................................... Anita Eller 

 

2020 District Convention Tri-Chair  .......................................................................... Janis Arnsdorf 

2020 District Convention Tri-Chair  ......................................................................  Deborah Lannen 

2020 District Convention Tri-Chair ............................................................................Char LaForest 

 

Zone Presidents: 

Emerald Zone   ………………………………………………………………….Delores Feddersen 

Interstate Zone  ............................................................................................................  Betsy Ablott 

Juniper Zone –Contact persons ..........................................................................................  Pat Reck 

Mt. Hood Zone  ...........................................................................................................  Trish McKay 

Myrtlewood Zone  ..................................................................................................... Joan Mahaffey 

Pacific Zone  ...........................................................................................................  Coleen Gurske 

Southern Zone  ........................................................................................................  Carolyn Nelson 

West Hills Zone  ......................................................................................................  Debbie Vossler 

Willamette Zone  ........................................................................................................... Karen Clark 
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PAST PRESIDENTS  

 
PRESIDENT  …………………………………………………..YEARS SERVED   

 

Dorothy Kahle (deceased 2004)  

  

1956-1960  

Grace Moeller (deceased 1974)  

  

1960-1964  

Evelyn Moore (deceased 2013)  

  

1964-1968  

Irene Hensley (deceased 2010)  

  

1968-1972  

Edna Nitz (deceased 1993)  

  

1972-1976  

Edna Day (deceased 1997)  

  

1976-1980  

Irma Fuerstenau  

  

1980-1984  

Loraine Losser  

  

1984-1988  

Joan Mahaffy  

  

1988-1992  

Char Kroemer  

  

1992-1996  

Priscilla Greig  

  

1996-2000  

Julia Riess  

  

2000-2004  

Nancy Nibblett  

  

2004-2008  

Cynthia Behrens  

  

2008-2012  

Carolyn Stucky  2012-2016  
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Society Anniversaries 

Seventy-Six Years 

Grace Lutheran — Eugene 

Zion Lutheran — Portland 

 

Seventy-Five Years 

Immanuel Lutheran — Sandy 

Grace Lutheran — Scappoose 

Zion Lutheran — Corvallis 

 

Seventy Years 

St. Peter’s Lutheran — Medford 

Bethlehem Lutheran — Lebanon 

Our Savior Lutheran — Bingen 

 

Sixty-Five Years 

Beautiful Savior Lutheran Naomi Guild — Reedsport 

Faith Lutheran — The Dalles 

Grace Lutheran — Ashland 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran — Grants Pass 

All Nations Lutheran — Newport 

St. John Lutheran — McMinnville 

 

Sixty Years 

Ascension Lutheran — Portland 

 

Forty Years 

Christ the Vine Lutheran — Damascus 

Living Savior Lutheran — Tualatin 

St. John Lutheran — Eagle Point 

 

Thirty-Five Years 

Faith Lutheran — Rogue River
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President Carmen’s Message — 

We are the Body of Christ 

For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, so we, 

though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another (Romans 12:4-5). 

Four years ago, I stood before you and began serving the LWML Oregon District as president.  As the 

term began to unfold, it was a joy to see how the members of the district were all working in different 

capacities and in different locations serving our Lord together. We are the Body of Christ. 

It is an overflowing joy to belong to the Body of Christ through the LWML Oregon District. The Words 

of Jesus our Lord say, “I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is 

that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing (John 15:5). With Christ in our heart and on 

our lips, we joyfully serve others and lovingly share Jesus whenever and wherever He has need of us. 

We are the Body of Christ. 

The district is dedicated and focused to fulfill its Mission Grant Goal. With joy, you collect mites and 

provide the needed resources to missionaries and various agencies throughout the world.  In Mark 16:15 

Jesus said to His disciples “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.” That is 

what you, as women of the LWML enabled by the Holy Spirit, continue to do through mite offerings. 

Thanks be to God for your missionary hearts that have gone into the world in the Name of Jesus. We are 

the Body of Christ. 

Joy was seen in attending the various zone gatherings. Women studying the Word; women working 

together cutting out coverings for Bethesda, packing dental kits, and making blessing bags; and women 

hearing of the various opportunities each the zone has to share God’s mercy and grace. Thank you for 

the gift of learning how you serve others. We are the Body of Christ. 

When the Oregon District gathers at a district convention, retreat or other event, it is a joy to see arms 

outstretched with hugs to welcome new and old faces. We come together once again, sharing the love of 

Christ with each other and praising His name. Thank you for the love you share in welcoming others and 

driving the distance to be together. We are the Body of Christ. 

We have been challenged with unforeseen circumstances of gathering in convention this year.  It has 

been heartwarming to see how all of the district’s nine zones came together with joy in preparation for 

the convention. The focus was on Jesus. As the plans changed, you continued to trust in our Lord. There 

is nothing that can keep the women of the LWML from Singing! Telling! And Declaring! For I know 

the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a 

hope (Jeremiah 29:11).  Thank you, for the joy of working together. We are the Body of Christ. 
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A dear friend gifted me a magnet … Always choose Joy! Dear Sisters and Brothers, my prayer for you is 

to always choose JOY — Jesus, Others, and You. My heart is filled with abundant joy and thanksgiving 

for serving the Lord through the LWML Oregon District. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to  

which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful (Colossians 3:15). We are the Body of 

Christ. 

Together we will Sing! Tell! Declare! We Are the Body of Christ. 

In His Love and Joy, 

Carmen Nagel 

My plan was to join together singing, “We are the Body of Christ” a favorite worship song written by 

Scott Wesley Brown and used with his permission. 

We are the Body of Christ 

One Heart 

One Spirit 

One Voice to Praise Him, 

We are the Body of Christ 

One Goal 

One Vision 

To see you exalted 

We are the Body of Christ 

And to this we give our lives to See you Glorified 

One heart, one spirit, one voice to praise you, we are the Body of Christ. 

 

 



 93 

 

Sending Song — 

 

“Tell Everyone What He Has Done” 
 

Tell ev’ryone what He has done.  Christ is our Lord, the mighty One. 

Now from His throne up in the sky He rules fore’er as King on high! 

 

Refrain:O thank the Lord, The Lord above, 

He washed me with His precious blood, 

And for me has atonement won, 

Tell ev’ryone what He has done! 

 

As sheep without a shepherd stray, So we had gone our selfish way. 

He sought and called us in His love, Restored us to our God above. 

Refrain 

 

Christ’s death redeems us from our gloom, His resurrection for the tomb 

Gives us the certain hope that we  Shall live with Him eternally. 

Refrain 

 

No how can we who have been saved Keep silent and to to the grave 

This news of Christ, this vic’try won?  Tell ev’ryone what He has done! 

Refrain 

 

“Tell Everyone What He Has Done” 

Text Copyright 1989 C. R. Symmank 

Refrain:  C.R. Allsberry 2019 

All rights reserved.  Used by permission. 

(Tune:  Lamb of God LSB 550) 

 

 

Thank you, Joan Symmank for permission to “sing” at this time. 
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NORTHWEST OREGON AND WASINGTON DISTRICT CONVENTION HISTORY 

 
 

Date Place City Theme 

4/19/44 Zion Portland, OR “Serve the Lord with Gladness” 

5/8/46 Zion Tacoma, WA “Each One Reach One” 

5/10/48 Desert Hotel Spokane, WA “United in Faith, Love, and Service” 

4/25/50 Trinity Portland, OR “Thy Kingdom Come” 

4/21/52 Trinity Hillsboro, OR “For Such a Time As This” 

4/27/54 Trinity Seattle, WA “Saved To Serve” 

5/16/56 St. John’s  Salem, OR “Instant in Prayer” 
 

OREGON DISTRICT CONVENTION HISTORY 
 

5/7/58 Grace Eugene, OR “Give Thyself To Him” 

4/27/60 Zion Portland, OR “Laborers Together” 

4/25/62 Immanuel  Albany, OR “For Me To Live Is Christ” 

4/21/64 Grace Ashland, OR “To Reap The Harvest One Must Sow” 

4/19/66 Our Savior Portland, OR “Women On A Mission Right In Your Own 

Backyard” 

4/23/68 The Quay Inn Vancouver, WA “Launch Out Into The Deep” 

4/21/70 Sunriver Bend, OR “I Will Lift Up Mine Eyes Unto The Hills” 

4/22/72 Convention Center Seaside, OR “Fear Not I Will Pilot Thee” 

5/6/74 Grace Eugene, OR “Use Me Lord” 

5/7/76 S.W. or C.C. Coos Bay, OR “Pillars For Christ” 

5/8/78 Zion Corvallis, OR “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

6/27/80 Concordia Portland, OR “Sow Grow Go” 

4/26/82 Holiday Inn Medford, OR “Ask That Your Joy May Be Full” 

6/22/84 Concordia Portland, OR “Lifted By Love” 

6/23/86 Pacific University Forest Grove, 

OR 

“Hallowed Be Thy Name” 

5/13/88 Inn of the 7th Mtn.  Bend, OR “Shout For Joy Ye Mountains” 

6/4/90 Willamette 

University 

Salem, OR “Seeds of Peace” 

4/24/92 Monarch Hotel Clackamas, OR “CONSECRATION, EXULTATION, 

JUBILATION” 
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5/13/94 Convention Center Seaside, OR “Anchored In Hope” 

6/28/96 Josephine County 

Fair Grounds 

Grants Pass, OR “There Is A River” 

5/22/98 Double Tree Inn Springfield, OR “A Blaze In Spirit” 

4/28/00 Holiday Inn Wilsonville, OR “The Truth Shall Set You Free” 

5/17-

19/2002                                                               

Convention Center Seaside, OR “Christ Our Compass Christ Our Course” 

5/14-

16/2004 

Double Tree 

Columbia River 

Portland, OR “River Of Love, Hope of Glory, Ripe For 

Harvest” with Lutheran Laymens League District 

6/16-

18/2006 

Double Tree Hotel 

Lloyd Center 

Portland, OR “Jubilee Christ Is Proclaimed” with LWML 

Washington-Alaska District 

5/16-

18/2008 

Red Lion Hotel Medford, OR “Behold The Beauty Of The Lord” 

6/11-

13/2010 

Eagle Crest 

Convention Center 

Redmond, OR “On Eagles Wings” 

6/1-

3/2012 

Best Western 

Agate Beach 

Newport, OR “Christ Our Lord Our Rock and Strength” 

6/27-

29/2014 

Embassy Suites Portland, OR “Joy From the Wells Of Our Salvation"                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

6/3-

5/2016 

Hilton Hotel Eugene, OR “The Grace Race” 

7/5-

6/2018 

Macleay 

Convention and 

Retreat Center 

Salem, OR “Clean Slate Cleansed In Christ” 

6/26-

28/2020 

Macleay 

Convention and 

Retreat Center 

Salem, OR “Sing! Tell! Declare!” 

CANCELLED DUR TO CORONAVIRUS 

(COVID 19) 
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®

Hebrews 12:1–2


