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Trustworthy Hands 
 
“But I trust in you, O LORD; 
I say, ‘You are my God.’ 
My times are in your hand.” 
 
Psalm 31:14-15 (ESV) 
 
Greetings of Peace and Joy in Christ! 
 
A new year and decade dawned with 2020, 
and with the new year, I joyfully and 
confidently declare with David, the 
psalmist, “My times are in Your hand!” 
The New Year ushers in hope and 
expectation for many and abundant 
unknowns for others. I, for one, have some 
significant “anticipated-unknowns” in my 
future. God willing, I will complete my 
studies in Deaconess Formation and then 
will go where God leads (the big unknown!) 
 
Many of you have this kind of unknown in 
your lives, big changes that you know are 
coming but don’t know quite how they will 
flesh out. For example, my First Born said, 
“Yes!” to a marriage proposal on Christmas 
morning. Indeed, she has a lot of unknowns 

ahead, but she deeply loves the man to 
whom she promised to commit her life.  
 
It goes back to how the psalmist described 
his situation. He said that he trusts in the 
Lord, knowing that his times are in God’s 
hands. Indeed, it is knowing the One in 
whom we trust that gives us the freedom to 
hope and joyfully anticipate the future, even 
with its unknowns.  
 
In Romans, Paul writes about the love God 
has for us.  
 
“What then shall we say to these things? If 
God is for us, who can be against us?  He 
who did not spare his own Son but gave 
him up for us all, how will he not also with 
him graciously give us all things? … Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
danger, or sword? …  No, in all these things 
we are more than conquerors through 
him who loved us. For I am sure that 
neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
rulers, nor things present nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be 
able to separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Romans 8:31-32, 35, 37-39 (ESV) 
 
Knowing and trusting by faith in the love of 
God in Christ Jesus, we can rest our past, 
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our present, and our future securely in His 
nail-scarred Hands. Jesus’ love for you and 
for me is enough for any and every unknown 
that 2020 may present. We are secure, for 
the One who is in control loves us with pure 
and eternal love. 
 
I hope and pray that your New Year is 
peaceful in Christ. May you trust His great 
love for you in every circumstance, declaring 
with the psalmist, “My times are in Your 
hand.” 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Lisa Mai 
Deaconess Intern 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seminary Update: 
 
In just a few weeks I will head back to the 
Seminary in Fort Wayne, Indiana for two 
weeks to study the Psalms (Dr. Jeffrey 
Pulse), Theological Ethics (Rev. Peter 
Brock), and Ministry to the Sick and Dying 
(Deaconess Amy Rast). I’m excited to study 
these topics and to rejoin my classmates!  
 
Thank you for your prayers for my studies 
during the past Quarter. I finished my 
classes a week before Christmas. The 
material I learned is building on itself with 
the help and by the grace of God. Truly, 
studying, although often difficult, gives me 
great joy because the work continues to 
point me to Jesus and to love for my 
neighbor. 
 
Thank you also for your generous and 
sustaining financial gifts and words of 
encouragement! They continue to bear 
witness to God’s love working in and 
through you. It is humbling and so 
encouraging. 
 
Prayers: 
 
+ Pastors, that they may speak the truth in 
love as they care for the sheep whom the 
Lord has given them 
 
+ Congregations, that they may ever grow in 
faith through the Word and Sacraments and 
in love to one another 
 
+ Those who are sick and recuperating, that 
they may be healed and strengthened, 
according to God’s will 
 
+ Those who are grieving, that they may be 
comforted in Christ and have someone to 
listen to them 


