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A Sheltering Tree 

We all need sheltering trees 
Friends in our lives who'll get down on their knees 

And lift us up before the king of kings 
We all need sheltering trees* 

During my time in Mobile this summer, I was intrigued by the size of the southern oak 
trees and its exposed roots.  The Duffie Oak (picture below) is a historic Southern live 
oak in Mobile, Alabama.  Being approximately 300 years old, it is considered by 
scholars to be the oldest living landmark in the city.  The branches of these magnifi-
cent trees expand like arms reaching out to protect all that lies beneath. 

Many references refer to sheltering trees as “Friendship is a sheltering tree rooted 
deeply in love and kindness.”  Think of a friend who has always been there for you. Is 
it a childhood friend, a friend who reached out when we felt alone, or a friend who has 
recently entered your life?  

John 15:13 records Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life 
for his friends.  The Scripture reference of this verse in the Lutheran Study Bible states “the highest ex-
pression of love; on behalf of; giving one’s life as a sacrifice for a friend.”  Christ our Lord is our best 
friend and our sheltering tree. With His arms outstretched, He died for all. The Duffie oak tree is a won-
derful illustration of our Lord - a place to find rest and protection, and a place to feel His love and for-
giveness.   

As you go through each day, go to the “Sheltering Tree” of His Word.  Ask the 
Lord how you can be one of His branches, reaching out to those who need a 
friend.  Lay your friends in prayer at the base of this tree; share with them how 
blessed you are knowing they 
have made a difference in your 
life.   

 

What a friend we have in Jesus! 

Carmen Nagel 
LWML Oregon District  
President 
 

 
Sheltering Tree 

*Writer(s) Ahlstrom Ernest 

Leonard, Carswell, John E 
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SPECIAL GIFTS FUND 
 

We continue to be blessed by Memorial Gifts 

through all of  you for the Scholarship Fund.  At 

this time, we have several young  women in the 

Oregon District attending Concordia, Irvine, CA 

and Lisa Mai attending Concordia Seminary, Fort 

Wayne, IN.  in the Deaconess Program. Considering the 

size of our District, we have been blessed to have so 

many young women preparing to Serve the Lord With 

Gladness in our LCMS churches and church schools. 

 

Memorial Gifts Or In Honor Of — May be sent to:  

        Oregon District LWML Financial Secretary 

        P.O Box 2918 

        Oregon City, OR  97045 
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“And they were all amazed at the greatness of God”   

Luke 9: 43 

 

“Amazed,” that is the word that describes the people’s 

reaction to many of Jesus miracles.  It is also the word 

that describes my response to the recent LWML Na-

tional Convention, in Mobile, Alabama. 

 First let me say thank you to you, the Oregon 

District of the LWML, for giving me the opportunity to 

attend this faith lifting event. 

 Secondly, let me share with you what amazed 

me.  I was amazed at the amount of information that was 

shared.  There were numerous reports on the projects 

that had been funded by mites and the impact that these 

ministries have had on the lives of thousands of people.  

I was also amazed at the number of ministries our Synod 

has as represented in the event center.  There were liter-

ally dozens of ministries represented which seek to bring 

Christ’s compassion and care  to people in every sort of 

need.  Truly God is doing some amazing work through 

the LWML and our Synod. 

 I was also amazed at the inspiration I felt as 

some 3000+ women and men joined in worship and 

singing praises to our God.  As  I looked over the crowd, 

I couldn’t help but think of the Book of Acts.  In Acts 2 we 

find that number 3000.  It was Pentecost and Peter 

shared an inspirational message, and 3000 responded 

and were baptized and added to the number of believers. 

As I looked at the mass of people in the convention cen-

ter, I thought – WOW -  What a day the first Pentecost 

must have been.  I was also amazed and inspired by the 

Mite Box Ministry.  Just imagine, between 2017 and 

2019, $2,075,000 + were contributed by you and your 

sisters in the LWML — one mite at a time — to fully 

fund the projects of the past biennium.  It’s amazing 

what the Lord has done through you.  And the inspira-

tion continued as we were led into the Word by some 

wonderful Bible study leaders and encouraging present-

ers who urged us not to rest on past accomplishments, 

but to keep moving forward. 

 And forward we went, as that crowd of 3000+ 
individuals had the opportunity to do some hands on 
ministry – Quilts were packed and made ready to be 
distributed, Braille Bible resources were produced, 
school supplies and encouraging notes were written to 
bring hope and inspiration to those in need.  What a 
sight to see, God’s people working together to make a 
difference in the lives of people.  The sense of coopera-
tion  was amazing and many hands working together 
produced a wonderful outcome. 
 Finally, I was amazed at the dedication of those 
who attended the convention.  They were led by the 
Spirit to dedicate themselves to raising $2,100,000 in 
the next two years to fund 21 new mission projects, 
touching people around the world.  One of these pro-
jects is being spearheaded by a congregation in our 
Oregon District – Immanuel Lutheran Church, Hood Riv-
er, Oregon.  $100,000 was dedicated to assisting them 
in purchasing and equipping a bus designed to bring 
medical care and spiritual care to children in Guatema-
la.   I have an idea that those who will receive this care 
might well think to themselves, “This is amazing.” 
 Indeed it was amazing to see the Lord at work 
as we reviewed what He has done through the LWML in 
the past two years and as He led these LWML women 
of faith forward to Praise Him and Serve Him with glad-
ness in the next 2 years. 
 To get more information and details on what 
took place at the 2019 Mobile Convention, check out 
www.lwml.org/2019convention 
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Ted Will – Jr Pastoral Counselor 

MEMORIAL GIFTS IN REMEMBRANCE OF: 

Mary Cherbul  Ellie Scholz 

Marianne Dolson John Stratton 

Karen Gehrke  Tom Stratton 

Patsey Mathes  Rev. Charles Symmank 

Rev. Tyrus Miles 

 
Oregon District LWML SPECIAL GIFTS FUND Is 

granting two (2) Scholarships to students qualifying for 

aid this school year 2019-2020. 

 Information and forms are available on the Dis-

trict Website: www.orlwml.org 

 Deadline to apply is: FEBRUARY 1, 2020. 

 

Donna Boyd, Chairman 

Special Gifts Fund 

http://www.lwml.org/2019convention
http://www.orlwml.org/
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WHAT SHOES ARE YOU 

WEARING TODAY? 
 

I’m in my comfortable tennis shoes – at least for the time 

being. And where are these shoes taking me?  My morn-

ing prayer is “Lead me, Lord” and may I go happily and 

willingly on your errands. 
 

At the time of this writing I am looking forward to the fall 

retreat focusing on the theme of “How beautiful are the 

feet of those who bring good news,” Romans 10:15.  And 

by the time you read this article the fall retreat will be 

over. What types of shoes are you wearing? 
 

It’s good and wise to wear the proper shoes but I don’t 

want to focus on shoes, I want to think about where the 

Lord is leading me and with whom I will share His love.  
 

My next-door neighbor is kind and very considerate but 

wants nothing to do with “church stuff” as she calls it. 

She is not able to go on walks with me as she has some 

physical handicaps. I always pray that my words of en-

couragement and cheerfulness will let her understand 

the source of my joy and strength.  
 

I’m going to lunch with my young adult granddaughter, 

and she has “no time” for church or Bible study. My pray-

er for her is that she will see Jesus in me and again 

know the source of my joy! Yet I’m feeling like the Lord 

wants me to do more than talk of encouragement and 

joy. Pray, certainly, for these people but in my prayer, I 

ask that I can be an ambassador to do God’s work.  
 

The shoes I wear are the preparation for doing the 

Lord’s work. Yes, my “Sunday best” shoes look good 

and are appropriate when I’m going to the Lord’s house 

and to His table, and the joy I have when I greet my 

church family but He welcomes us even in our “every 

day” shoes.  
 

My “gym shoes” help me get through the miles I ride on 

the bike or walks I take on the treadmill, but when I’m 

wearing my gym shoes, I don’t share Jesus with the oth-

er folks at the gym. I need help in doing that.  
 

My “garden shoes” are only that – stay in my yard and 

go no further! But when I’m pulling the weeds or mowing 

the grass, I do feel closer to my Lord.  
 

My slippers, yes, they are comfortable and I feel cozy in 

them but what does the Lord want me to do in my slip-

pers? Oh! He wants me to be quiet and study His 

Word!  
 

Our feet take us many places – happy places and not so 

happy places but we are never alone – our Lord always 

walks beside us to support and encourage us. I am re-

minded of the phrase in our LWML pledge “our feet to 

go on his errands” or from the hymn verse “Take my 

feet and let them be swift and beautiful for Thee”. Use 

my feet, Lord. My big, clumsy feet. They are the way 

you want them, help me to use them to your glory! 
 

Let us be Women Ready and Prepared (WRAP) no 

matter what type of shoes we are wearing to carry the 

message into the mission field God has waiting for us! 
 

Gladys Green 

Christian Life Committee Co-chair 
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On September 8, Liz Bier, VP of Gospel Out-

reach, presented Marsha Wolf, principal at 

Trinity Lutheran School, Portland, with a check 

for $5,000 for the mission grant: Financial Aid 

Funds for Latino Children to Attend Trinity  

Lutheran School. Also pictured are Trinity   

students who are beneficiaries of this grant.  
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To be on the mailing list  

to receive Leader Develop-

ment’s Monthly 
 

HUG-IN-A-MUG 
 

Please contact: 

Pat Reck 

pgmsreck@bendnet.com 

 

 

Oregon District:   

http://www.lwmlor.org  

LWML:   

http://www.lwml.org/home 
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Visioning Committee 

Be Thou My Vision 
Text: Irish, sixth century,  

Dallan Forgaill 

Prose Translation: Mary Byrne. 1905 

Verse Form: Eleanor H Hull, 1912 
 

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

Nought be all else to me, save that Thou art 

Thou my best thought, in the day and the night, 

Waking and sleeping, Thy presence my light. 
 

Be Thou my wisdom, be Thou my true word; 

I ever with Thee, and Thou with me Lord; 

Thou my Great Father, and I thy true son: 

Thou in me dwelling and I with thee one. 
 

Be Thou my breast-plate, my sword for the fight; 

Be Thou my armour and be Thou my might. 

Thou my soul’s shelter, and Thou my high tower; 

Raise Thou me Heavenward, O power of my power. 
 

Riches I need not, nor man’s empty praise, 

Thou Mine inheritance, through all my days: 

Thou and though only, the first in my heart, 

High King of Heaven, my treasure Thou art. 
 

High King of Heaven, when the battle is done, 

Grant Heaven’s joy to me, bright heaven’s sun! 

Christ of my own heart, whatever befall, 

Still be thou my vision, of Ruler of all. 

    (Reread the hymn verses as a prayer or  

                       sing throughout the day) 
 

What a perfect mission statement for the Visioning 

Committee!  I heard the hymn played on the radio, 

we sang it at church, and then to my delight my grand-

daughter, Naomi, had the congregation sing it at her 

wedding.  I couldn’t get away from the idea to  share a 

few thoughts about this hymn. The hymn expresses 

how much the hymn writer needed God in his life and 

what God meant to him. These words have been 

passed down from generation to generation and sung in 

small rural churches, magnificent cathedrals, whole 

congregations and solitary believers. 

Each verse points to Bible passages. You might use these 

verses for personal or family devotions, reading the scrip-

ture before/after each verse. 
 

Be Thou my Vision draws us to Phillipians 3:8 “losing every-

thing for Christ sake.”  Waking or Sleeping – brings to mind 

Ps. 139 v.18.  “When I awake, I am still with you” and 

speaks of God being always present with us. 
 

Be Thou My Wisdom points us to the wisdom passages in 

Proverbs.  An example is in chapter 2:6  For the Lord gives 

wisdom and from His mouth come knowledge and under-

standing. 
 

Be Thou my Breast Plate…Sword…Armour recalls the         

passage found in Eph 6:13-17. 
 

The fourth Verse is a prayer focusing on placing the King of 

Heaven at the center of our lives and not materialism or 

recognition.   See Luke12:34. 
 

The last verse helps us focus on the fact that “whatever 

Befalls,” that Jesus is the light of heaven, always our vision 

and the center of our life.  Malachi 4:2           
 

Throughout the hymn note these are a few of the titles as-

cribed to our Lord:  our Vision, our Lord, our Best Thought, 

our Wisdom, our Word, our Great Father, our High King, 

our Inheritance, our Treasure, our Sun, our Ruler, our 

Heart!!!! (Can you find more and how do they become a 

part of your walk with Jesus?) 
 

I can’t think of a better “VISION” for the LWML than the  

the thoughts of this hymn.  With Christ as our waking 

thought and, holding close to Him as we end the day; 

Looking to God alone who provides wisdom; Claiming 

God’s power as we deal with the “battles of life; God alone 

provides the only inheritance we need; While many benefits 

were here for us on earth, eternal rewards are the only 

ones we need. 

Let Christ be your  

Vision, Ruler of all and Lord of your life. 
 

Anita Eller 

Visioning Committee Member 

Susan Doellinger and her sister, Ruth Wiedenmann, or-

ganist for the convention. 
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Zone News 

2020 LWML  

Oregon  

District National  

Convention   
Friday thru Sunday,  

June 26-28, 2020 

Macleay Conference &  

Retreat Center 

2887 74th Avenue SE,  

Salem, Oregon 

 

Sing to the Lord, all the earth! 
Tell of his salvation from day to day 
Declare his glory among the nations,  

His marvelous works among all the peoples.  
1 Chronicles 16:23, 24 

 
 
 

Keynote speaker:  

Jan Brunette,  
Author, speaker, and  
bible study teacher 

 

A graduate from Concordia 

Teacher’s College in Seward, Nebraska, Jan has 

been involved in education, singles ministry, and 

leader in prayer. Active in LWML, she has served as 

Christian Growth Chair in her district, national HOPE 

Committee Chair, and national Mission-ministry Vi-

sion Consultant. Jas has published five books for 

spiritual growth. The Almighty God is her source of 

strength and her heart is burdened with the need to 

share Christ’s love with others, revealing 

a HOPE found only in Him. 

  

Come to Macleay Retreat Conference & Retreat 

Center, separated from the hubbub of your every-

day life for spiritual renewal, LWML business & 

missions and shared fellowship in communion. 
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Stepping out of our Comfort Zone 
 

As leaders, it is easy to put ourselves in 

a box and default to our comfort zone. 

God has a plan for each of us to contin-

ue to move forward in carrying out His 

plan. Try these ideas to facilitate your 

personal growth and give you the cour-

age to step out of that comfort zone. 

 Take a step in faith by doing 

what God’s nudging you towards. He 

has a plan for you.  Study your past successes. What 

happened? Who were you with? Why were you doing 

the activity? What was your planning process? 

 Clarify what is important. Prioritize things that 

need to be done first before moving on to future ide-

als. 

 Let go of the pressure to prove yourself. Be 

true to yourself, to others, and to God. 

 Are you living in accordance with what you 

believe? What can you do tomorrow to better live for 

Jesus? 

 “For I know the plans I have for you, declares 

the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you 

a future and a hope” (Jeremiah 29:11). 

 God's Blessings, 

 

Lunch anyone?  
 

This was the question posed to the 

society presidents of the Interstate 

Zone.  Sure!  When?  was the quick 

response.  A week later nine of us 

met in a centralized restaurant to spend a couple of 

hours just getting to know each other.  We laughed, 

shared stories, and made our personal relationships 

with each other just a little bit stronger.  Everyone was 

happy to have an excuse to "do lunch", and who better 

to do it with, but LWML Sisters in Christ?! 

Betsy Ablott, Interstate Zone  
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District banner designed by 

Carol Harms, constructed 
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Juniper Zone Ladies… 

Celebrated Annual Deck Brunch 

 
Saturday, July 13, Char Kolzow once again hosted 

her annual deck get-together at her home in Bend for 

the LWML sisters of Faith, LaPine, and Trinity, Bend. 

28 were in attendance for a delicious brunch enjoyed 

under several umbrellas, as noisy chatter and many 

new faces got "re-acquainted." 

             The group retired into the living room at 11 

for Char's traditional favorite Hymn selection song-

fest. It is one of the Zone traditions both churches 

look forward to every year.  This year, former Zone 

President Barb Miller brought our youngest guest 

ever, great-granddaughter, Brooke J, dancing 

around! 

Pat Reck, Juniper Liaison 

Ladies of Faith, LaPine Host 

Juniper 3-Day Retreat in the Cascades 
 

For many years, Juniper Zone churches have held three-day 

Retreats mid– to late summer, as a means of building faith 

relationships among their LWML society sisters.  This year, 

Char Kolzow opened the doors of her family cabin near Cres-

cent Lake, high in the mountains.  Thirty women traveled for 

a Friday overnight spaghetti feed/Christian DVD/popcorn 

slumber party, a Saturday breakfast and an afternoon of de-

votions, Bible study, rafting, sunning, hobbies and fellowship. 

 It is with enormous generosity and hospitable ser-

vice, these women of Faith raise funds all year long to share 

their gifts in the kitchen, love of cooking, and JOY in being 

with the sisters of Bend and John Day. A memorable time 

was had by all! 

Pat Reck & Char Kolzow, Juniper Contacts 
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Publication Date—January 1, 2020 
 

PLEASE Send articles & photos to: 

Carole Pletz 

lwml.or.leaguer@gmail.com 

 

— December 1, 2019 —  

“The Body of Christ”                                                                                               

I Corinthians 12 

 

God’s Word and Some Questions to Contemplate 

“Now you (those worshiping the Lord in your con-

gregation) are the body of Christ and each one of 

you is a part of it.” (vs27) 

1. Do you feel like you are a part of the body of 

Christ in your congregation? How would members 

and visitors on any Sunday answer this question? 
 

“So that there should be no division in the body, 

but that its parts should have equal concern for 

each other.” (vs25). 

2. As you gather, is concern and care shown for 

one another among the parts (members and visi-

tors)? 
 

“Those parts of the body that seem to be weaker 

are indispensable and the parts that we think are 

less honorable, we treat with special honor.” (vs 

22).  

3. Do you have any weak parts of the body wor-

shipping with you?  In your Bible studies? Serving 

in your worship or in helpful ways in the congrega-

tion?  Why do you think God says the weaker, un-

presentable, and less honorable parts are indis-

pensable?   

 

Bethesda Lutheran Communities (BLC) and Bethes-

da Auxiliary would like to come and encourage your 

congregation in outreach to people with intellectual 

and developmental disabilities who live in your com-

munity.  Bethesda’s OR Ministry Consultants Rev. 

Philemon Ngare (763-222-4334) and Mrs. Becky 

Lindsley (541-740-9824) are ready to share with you 

all the ways and resources BLC has, to equip and 

empower members of your congregation so that 

they readily and intentionally include ALL members 

of the body of Christ.  
 

“God will arrange the parts of the body, everyone of 

them, just as He wanted them to be.” (vs18) 
 

Bethesda Auxiliary members of the Oregon Unit can 

also come and share wonderful videos that BLC has 

produced to show all the ways Jesus’ love is being 

share in Word and Deed.   
 

Also sharing the Gospel message and their faith in 

Jesus their Savior are people BLC supports who are 

being equipped, encouraged, and given opportunity 

to speak in their own congregations, and at confer-

ences and conventions.  These members of the 

body of Christ will encourage you with the joy they 

have in their Jesus and in being part of His Body.  

View Chase sharing his faith story at: www.youtube-

A Leader is Born: Chase's Faith Journey  
 

“ALL people can Sing, Tell, and Declare His Mar-

velous Deeds Among ALL People.” 

Terry Putnam 
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FUTURE DATES 
FALL RALLIES 

Emerald Zone—October 12, 2019—Trinity, Cottage Grove 

Interstate Zone—October 5, 2019—Trinity, Portland 

Juniper Zone—October 12, 2019—John Day 

Mt. Hood Zone—October 19, 2019—Ascension, Gresham 

Myrtlewood Zone—October 19, 2019—Sutherlin 

Pacific Zone—October 26, 2019—Zion, Hillsboro 

Southern Zone—September 28, 2019—Klamath Falls 

West Hills Zone—October 19, 2019—Living Savior,  

   Tualatin 

Willamette Zone—October 5, 2019—Zion, Corvallis 

 

Spring EC/Board of Directors Meeting—February 21-22, 

2020—Trinity Lutheran, Cottage Grove, Oregon 

 

LWML Oregon District Convention—June 26-28, 2020—

Macleay Conference & Retreat Center, Salem 

OFFICER CONTACT INFORMATION 
President—Carmen Nagel 

Email:  cknorlwml@aol.com 

Vice President of Christian Life—Debbie Weaver 

Email:  boodsmom@centurytel.net 

Vice President of Gospel Outreach—Elizabeth Bier 

Email:  ebier@comcast.net 

Vice President of Special Focus Ministries— 

Nicole Knudson 

Email:  tennisqn2000@gmail.com 

Vice President of Servant Resources—Janet Schultz 

Email:  janet.h.schultz@gmail.com 

Vice President of Communication—Carol Reis 

Email:  ckr112@wvi.com  
Recording Secretary—Char Kroemer 

Email:  kroemer2@frontier.com 

Financial Secretary—Connie Adams 

Email:  cadamspdx@yahoo.com 

Treasurer—Debra Schlueter 

Email:  dachlu49@msn.com 

Pastoral Counselor-Senior—Rev. Gary Krumdieck 

Email:  gkrumdieck@gmail.com 

Pastoral Counselor-Junior—Pastor Ted Will 

Email:  twilljr@gmail.com 

Mission Statement 
 

 

 

 

 

The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Mission-

ary League is to assist each woman of The 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in affirming 

her relationship with the Triune God so that 

she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the 

people of the world. 
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Prayer 

Chain Email! 

lwml.or.prayerchain

@gmail.com 
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Filled to the Brim 
 

In the Word 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.”  

Romans 15:13 
 

Of the Word 

The glass sits on the table filled to the halfway mark.  Is it half 

full?  Or is it half empty?  Some people give one answer, and 

others say the opposite.  The goal is to be the positive person 

who looks at the glass and says, “Half full.”  The reality is that 

the glass is completely full!  Part of it is filled with liquid; part of it 

is filled with air. 
 

Sometimes it is easy to focus on the emptiness in our lives.  We 

want to be full of joy, full of peace, full of hope.  But often that 

seems impossible because too many people and situations 

drain our joy, peace, and hope. 
 

These are the times we must remember that God’s Holy Spirit is 

always in us like the air we cannot see in the glass.  He desires 

to fill us with good things and to assure us that God is at work in 

our lives.  He enables us to focus on our loving God who cares 

for us.  Then we can know true joy and the peace that surpass-

es all understanding.  They are ours through faith in Jesus 

Christ. 
 

Walking with My Lord 

Lord, keep me full of Your Holy Spirit and help me to celebrate 

the joy of knowing You today and every day.  In Jesus’ name, 

Amen. 
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