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Lutheran Women in Mission will, by God's grace, …, involve, … women of the Oregon District to express their 

faith as servants of the Triune God through joyful Christian Ministry. 
 

Live a lover’s life, circumspect and exemplary, a life Jesus will be proud of: … making 

Jesus Christ attractive to all, getting everyone involved in the glory and praise of God 

(Philippians 1:11 The Message). 
 

Wow, getting everyone INVOLVED in the glory and praise of God.  What an undertaking! 

So, how do we involve someone in this undertaking?  For each of us this will be a differ-

ent process, but the first step is to talk with God.  See where He is leading you, then follow!  

This seems to be the simplest and at the same time the hardest thing to do.  Simple in that 

we just talk with God, in other words PRAY.  Hard because we do not always understand 

where God is directing us, OR we don’t like the direction we are to go.  The next step for me 

is to find a common interest or hobby so I will have a frame of reference to build a relation-

ship.  To actively engage or involve someone else, a relationship needs to be established.  

This is God’s will for us, to be in relationship with Him and also with those we encounter. 
 

Three synonyms for Involve are:  Connect, Engage and Relate. What I see that these four words have in 

common, is that there needs to be some sort of action to accomplish any of them.  Is it possible to involve, 

connect, engage or relate without some action on our part?  If we are to involve the women of the LWML Ore-

gon District, we need to be active in our approach.   
 

I looked up images for the word involve.  I would say at least 90% included hands, 

raising hands, helping hands, caring hands.  This reminds me of my 4H experience 

many years age.  Head, Heart, Hands and Health.  How can we encourage our Sis-

ters in Christ to get involved?  There is no one size fits all, each of us will need to 

find our own path in this endeavor, while we listen to God. 
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If you need some guidance, there are resouces on the LWML website (lwml.org) and the LWML Oregon Dis-
trict website (lwmlor.org). For those of you that don’t have internet capabilities, you can contact: 

President Carol 
VP of Christian Life Deb 
VP of Communications Nicole 
VP of Servant Resources Donna 
VP of Special Focus Ministries Lindah 

You can ask your Zone President for our contact information. 
 
We are not simply to rest on our laurels, but to be salt and light, serving neighbors with love and proclaiming 
the excellencies of God. 
 
I’m ending this article with a prayer that has long touched my heart and mind, it really embodies the concept 
that God has our backs and that we can trust in Him. 
 

Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see 
the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith 
to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your 

hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

Carol Reis 
LWML Oregon District President 
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Dear Lord God,  
As we enter into 2021, we ask you to guide and protect 
our families, our communities, and our nation.  We ask 
and pray that your word spread throughout our land and 
bring our nation to you.  We hold you in high esteem and 
know that Proverbs 23:17-19 holds true. " Let not your 
heart envy sinners, but continue in the fear of the Lord all 
the day.  Surely there is a future, and your hope will not 
be cut off. Hear, my son, and be wise, and direct your 
heart in the way."  Be with us and direct our ways in 
2021. Help us be your voice, hands, and feet showing 
kindness and love. We praise and honor your Holy 
name. In Christ Jesus we pray, Amen 
 
I glory in infirmity, 
That Christ's own power may rest on  me 
When I am weak, then am I strong: 
Grace is my shield, and Christ my song. 
 
2021 here we come!  
 

Prayer 

Chain Email! 

lwml.or.prayerchain

@gmail.com 

 

Thank You to my  
Oregon LWML  
Sisters in Christ 
 
I'm offering a prayer of thanks to 
our Good Lord for all my sisters in 
Christ in our LWML Oregon Dis-
trict who have supported me & my 
family so steadily & lovingly 

through the last 7 months through Chuck's very unex-
pected, and rather rapid, bout with cancer & his home-
going to the Lord.  You've offered your prayers (which 
we both truly felt), cards, devotionals, e-mails as well as 
your presence at his memorial service here at Calvary, 
Sublimity.  I know I wasn't able to truly greet you as we 
had no official greeting line - partly due to Covid and 
partly due to a little confusion on our part.    

This has been a very difficult year for all of us 
in a myriad of ways, but also one that has provided 
many ways in which our "suffering produces endur-
ance, & endurance produces character, & character 
produces hope" (Romans 5:3-4).  The Lord sees us 
through one day at a time. 

  I am truly blessed by the many ways 
God showed His Great Love for us through you & many 
others.  May God's Peace & Joy, in Christ, be with us, 
each & every one.     

Kay Godfrey 
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Spiritual Tidying Up 

A voice cries “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord;  

make straight in the desert a highway for our God.” 

 I’m a messy guy.  Always have been.  My office demonstrates the law of entropy, that is, the more time 

passes, the more all semblance of order is gone forever.  So it’s an odd thing that I have been thinking about 

“The Life Changing Magic of Tidying Up,” by Marie Kondo.  From what I hear (though I have never read it 

myself) it is a book about how one can improve not only their organization, but their whole life by minimizing, 

purging, and tidying up.  Doesn’t seem like the sort of work that would propel someone to 

stardom, but Marie Kondo has become a loved figure on the world stage.  A lot of people seem 

to connect to her work.  Even I am interested   

 Now I don’t expect to become a cleaning and organizational guru, this isn’t about that.  

I sense a current in the culture.  There is a growing discontent with how easily cluttered our 

lives can become.  Bigger is better.  More is more.  Yet people are finding that the collection of 

items can become clutter, and clutter can get in the way.  It can cause us to lose focus, to be-

come bogged down, to miss out.   

 This isn’t a new revelation by any stretch.  Before Jesus begins his earthly ministry God sends a proph-

et to “tidy up.”  The voice crying out in the wilderness, John the Baptist, calls out to “prepare the way of the 

Lord!”  Now John wasn’t a highway contractor, the road he was preparing was the hearts of God’s people.  

And hearts get cluttered.   

 People are sensitive to messages of “purging” and “tidying up” because on a deeper level we recognize 

that our hearts need a good cleaning up every once in awhile.  As we prepare for the coming of our Lord this 

Christmas, it is good to take notice of John’s words once more.  Prepare!  And how do we prepare?  Repent!  

Repentance recognizes the things in our lives that block the road of Jesus.  The things which get our attention, 

our value, or even our worship.  Repentance makes us crooked sinners straight.   

 The really good news for us though is this.  The very King who comes down that road is the one who 
can truly clear out and tidy up our hearts.  Advent is a time of preparation yes, God has sent a voice to tell us 
so.  But it is also a time of joy because the Word made Flesh comes to make all things new.  You and I includ-
ed.    

– Pastor David, JR Pastoral Counselor   
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Welcome to Leadership Development. As Women in Mission who 
seek to follow the Leader, our Lord and Savior Jesus, we serve 
with joy and thankfulness to our Lord, praying and knowing that 
God will hear us and work through us.  
 
Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 

works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven (Matthew 5:16). 
 
The purpose of the Leadership Development Committee is to support and encourage present 
and future leaders as they discover their unique God-given gifts and so participate in a mean-
ingful and encouraging servant leadership role.  
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2021  A new year—a time for new resolutions, new 

choices, new opportunities, experiences, relationships, 

struggles, new areas of pain and pleasure of doubt and 

success, of indecision and confidence, of despair and 

hope. Each new day brings new circumstances and situ-

ations which we are called to respond to. This is called 

life. It is the nature of our existence, of our created be-

ing, that we do not know the future. Each day is new and 

can be viewed as 24 hours filled with opportunities and/

or challenges. 

 There are dozens of sayings about choices and 

situations we encounter. For example 

 When life hands you lemons, make lemonade. 

 It isn’t our position but our disposition that makes us 

happy. 

 Happiness is not a station you arrive at, but a manner 

of traveling. 

 We could exchange many words for happiness 

in that last statement. Like contentment, faithfulness, 

peacefulness. You choose. 

 These statements are often called “truisms” prob-

ably because they are generally true. They are a great 

way to encourage us to think about things with a new per-

spective or to gently remind us that we may need to have 

an attitude adjustment in some areas of our lives. But a 

truism that tells us to cheer up when we are depressed or 

hurting can bring us a feeling of guilt or pessimism. How 

can we feel peaceful when our mind is in constant tur-

moil? How can we feel content when we are isolated from 

those we love in the middle of a pandemic?  How can we 

feel forgiving when someone has greatly wronged us? 

How can we feel forgiven when faced with our own faith-

lessness, our shortcomings, our disobedience, or our lack 

of desire to even look at the areas of our lives which 

might need changing? 

 Fortunately the eternal, spiritual reality of our lives 

is not based on our feelings but on God’s work in sending 

His Son to redeem us from the consequences of sin. We 

do not need to “feel” saved to be saved. This is Good 

News indeed for all believers. 

 As we have just recently celebrated the birth of 

Jesus, our Savior, we are reminded again that His coming 

was to complete the saving work that was promised to 

fallen mankind and that He is coming again to bring all 

believers into his eternal kingdom.  

 Scripture is a wonderful source for staying in con-

tact with our Lord.  Proverbs 3:5-6 gives us words to 

memorize and keep as we begin a new year: 

 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not 

lean on your own understanding. In all your ways 

acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. 

Remember another maxim: The Bible is meant to be 

bread for our daily use—not cake for special occasions. 

Eat daily from the scriptures. Find a verse or several vers-

es to encourage you all the days of 2021 and beyond. 

 

Christian Life Committee 
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What is Gospel  

Outreach? 
 

The Gospel Outreach Com-
mittee engages, encour-
ages, and equips women to 
share their faith in Jesus 
Christ, their loving Savior, 

with people of their communities and the world. 
 
As we end this 2020 year and look forward to the new 
2021 to "Serve our Lord with Gladness," let's remember 
our Mites for the funding of grants at the state and nation-
al level.  Though we have not 
been able to meet face to face, 
we can continue to encourage 
one another as sisters and 
brothers in Christ.  Our Financial 
Secretary's name and address 
is: 
 
Coleen Gurske 
837 N.E. Donelson Rd. 
Hillsboro, OR 97124 
 
The checks are to be made payable to: 
OR District LWML 
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Oregon District:   

http://www.lwmlor.org  

LWML:   

http://www.lwml.org/home 
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— March 1, 2021 —  

Publication Date—April 1, 2021 
 

PLEASE Send articles IN WORD FORMAT  

& photos to: 

Carole Pletz/lwml.or.leaguer@gmail.com 

To be on the mailing list  

to receive Leader         

Development’s Monthly 
 

HUG-IN-A-MUG 
 

Please contact: 

Pat Reck 

pbmsreck@bendnet.com 

Young Women in Mission 

The LWML Young Women Face-

book page can be found at: 

www.facebook.com/groups/

orlwmlyoungwomen/  

Reminders and Encouragement 
 
Dear Lucy Leader …  
Reminders and Encouragment 

 
Dear Lucy Leader, 

How often should I remind someone of a 

deadline without making it seem like I am pes-

tering her? 

Pesky Patty 

 
Dear Pesky Patty, 

You ask a good question. The task needs to be accom-

plished in a timely manner, but you do not want to seem 

bothersome to your volunteer team member.  

 Being a Christian leader is a relational experi-

ence. However, these experiences occur in the laborato-

ry of life. Deadlines are a part of this real life. It is im-

portant to be clear about those deadlines at the very be-

ginning of the task. Make sure your timeline is realistic. 

Be specific in what the task requires. Your Christian rela-

tionship with your volunteer team member is crucial. If 

you have established a friendly atmosphere, it will be 

easy to check in with her and see how she is doing. Ask 

if she needs help to meet that deadline. Let her know you 

are willing to help her succeed in what she has been 

asked to do.  

 LWML has resources to support you in your walk 

as a leader of volunteers. “Volunteers in Christ’s Ministry” 

has many helpful suggestions.  

 Cheer your team on. Encourage and motivate 

your volunteer team member. Most importantly, pray for 

her and with her.  

 Let me leave you with a final thought from God’s 

Word: Therefore encourage one another and build one 

another up, just as you are doing (1 Thessalonians 5:11). 

Blessings, 
Lucy Leader 

https://www.lwml.org/posts/dear-lucy/reminders-and-encouragement
https://www.lwml.org/posts/leadership/volunteers-in-christs-ministry
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Zone News 
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The ingathering was collecting cash, hygiene and household items for the Santiam 

Wildfire Relief Fund.  We heard from two of our District Vice Presidents, Donna Geis-

ler and Deb Schleuter what it was like to be evacuated and how the Lord carried them 

through.  A team of Interstate and District members delivered the items to the Santiam 

Relief Fund collection site, where they were gratefully and graciously accepted. The 

Interstate Zone was blessed by reaching out to our Oregon mission field at this time of 

their crisis. 

Betsy Ablott, Zone President  

The LWML Oregon District, Interstate Zone  

recently held their fall rally via Zoom.   

COUNT YOUR MANY BLESSINGS  

Count your blessings instead of your crosses;  

count your gains instead of your losses;  

Count your joys instead of your woes;  

count your friends instead of your foes;  

Count your smiles instead of your tears;  

count your courage instead of your fears;  

Count your full years instead of your lean;  

count your kind deeds instead of your mean;  

Count your health instead of your wealth;  

 and yes, above all,  

Count on God instead of yourself.  

…Anonymous  

 

From Grace/Scappoose January 2021 Bulletin 
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ZONE PRESIDENTS 
 

Emerald Zone—Delores Feddersen  

Interstate Zone—Betsy Ablott  

Juniper Zone—Pat Reck  

Mt. Hood Zone—Eunice MacKenzie  

Myrtlewood Zone—Joan Mahaffy  

Pacific Zone—Coleen Gurske  

Southern Zone—Carolyn Nelson  

West Hills Zone—Debbie Vosseler 

Willamette Zone—Karen Clark 

 

OFFICER CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

President—Carol Reis 

Email:  crlwmlor2020@ooutlook.com  

Vice President of Christian Life—Debbie Weaver 

Email:  boodsmom@centurytel.net 

Vice President of Gospel Outreach—Elizabeth Bier 

Email:  ebier@comcast.net 

Vice President of Special Focus Ministries— 

Lindah Hagglund 

Email:  lhachilenge@gmail.com 

Vice President of Servant Resources—Donna Geisler 

Email:  dbgeisler@msn.com    

Vice President of Communication—Vacant 

Recording Secretary—Char Kroemer 

Email:  kroemer2@frontier.com 

Financial Secretary—Coleen Gurske 

Email:  cngsixty@gmail.com  

Treasurer—Debra Schlueter 

Email:  dachlu49@msn.com 

Pastoral Counselor-Senior—Pastor Ted Will 

Email:  twilljr@gmail.com 

Pastoral Counselor-Junior—Pastor David LaFore 

Email:  davelafore@gmail.com 

Mission Statement 
 

The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

League is to assist each woman of The Lutheran 

Church—Missouri Synod in affirming her relation-

ship with the Triune God so that she is enabled to 

use her gifts in ministry to the people of the world. 

 

Oregon District Mission Statement 
Lutheran Women in Mission will, by God's grace, ignite, involve, 
equip and encourage women of the Oregon District to express 
their faith as servants of the Triune God through joyful Christian 
Ministry. 
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The Joy of Christmas 

Family Ties 
 

In the Word 

"Whoever does God's will is my brother and sister and mother" (Mark 3:35).  

 

Of the Word 

The ties of family, the ties of friendship, the ties of love and affection keep us in relation-
ship with one another. Where there is relationship among us, feelings and experiences 
are shared. Care and concern are shown. Help, support, and encouragement are given 
whenever they are needed. 
 
Jesus was born among us to bring us into relationship with Him. When He stepped 
down from heaven and took on human form, He forged eternal ties between Himself and 
us. He came to express God's love, share the Good News of forgiveness and salvation, 
and show us how much our heavenly Father desires a vibrant, living bond with us. To 
make sure we know what kind of relationship He means, He calls us His brothers and 
sisters. He assures us of His friendship and His presence in our lives. He promises us 
His love and affection now and forever. 
 
Our connection to Jesus opens another magnificent relationship, too, and that is an eter-
nal relationship with one another. Through the glorious ties of faith in Him, we are more 
than friends today. We are family forever. What glorious ties! What a magnificent rela-
tionship! 
 

Walking with My Lord 

Lord, keep me ever connected to You in faith and love. Amen. 
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Oregon  

District Board 

of Directors 

Meeting 

Zoom —  

 

Date & Time 

To Be 

Announced 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001tUq_zITS8HYTkMTH_hfFoZHLF880bPYTC-dXfZyJY6LWvCVuBaGjAuAlcqzjn8o1OBS-_D4ENZheIjS-xdi8KSWUGsV4bHIYeMKMUeSk9OuVywuVTq8R94q4pThL0NM8pcVE3vU7KOuTZ1eGNNi3N1tRL6N8lHxnbVfY6

